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Book launch of The Curious Mr Catesby at the Linnean Society of London
Photos by Elaine Shaughnessy and Malgosia Nowak-Kemp

Arthur MacGregor with Henrietta McBurney Ryan
& Sir David Attenborough.

Charles Nelson with Sir Ghillean Prance &
David Elliott.

Malgosia Nowak-Kemp with Pat & Mary Morris.

Charlie Jarvis, Florence Pieters & Diny Winthagen.

SHNH Meeting on Charles Waterton, Wakefield
Photos by Helen Cowie and John Parmenter

Pat Morris talking about Charles Waterton’s
taxidermy.

SHNH members meeting to go for a walk on the
Walton Hall grounds.

– “It seems
impossible to
remain neutral
about the frontwheel-drive cars
Alvis
made
between 1925
and 1932”. I
don't believe
Hugh has ever
been able to
remain neutral
Arthur MacGregor.
on any subject
Photo David Gowers.
and the Society
has
gained
hugely
from
the
campaigning zeal he brought to the
presidency.
The very diversity offered by the
history of natural history (like the
broader history of collecting) gives it an
immediate and wide appeal. Archives of
Natural History can always be relied
upon for a rewarding read, particularly
from the way that specialists in one field
are exposed to – and are obliged to write
for – those whose primary interests
may lie elsewhere. I like the way too
that any one issue is likely to range in
subject-matter
from
exploration
and collecting in the field, through
the difficulties of interpretation,
conservation, publication, exhibition
and reception. Ultimately it’s the impact
our subject makes on the wider world
that determines its success, rather than
its appeal to a narrow interest group. It's
my hope that the membership, having
benefited from three years of Hugh
Torrens's expert leadership, will find
room to accommodate for a while a
more generalized occupant of the
presidential chair, though one no less
committed to the wellbeing of the
Society.

First and Foremost
1. President’s Message
“Never heard of him!” Don't worry –
you haven't been asleep while I toiled
my way through the ranks of the
professional naturalists: if I mention
that most of my career was spent at the
Ashmolean Museum and that my last
such appointment was as director of the
Society of Antiquaries, you'll get the
picture.
“Bit of an amateur, then?” Pretty
much, though I've strayed into the
natural world from time to time
through my interests in archaeology,
early modern history, and latterly
through the history of collecting (I've
edited the Journal of the History of
Collections for almost thirty years).
What a contrast, then, with our
outgoing president, Hugh Torrens,
whose work I have known and admired
since the early 1980s. A one-man centre
of geological excellence, Hugh's high
standing in the world of historical
research in the field of natural history is
all the more remarkable since this was
not at all the focus of his department at
Keele. A champion of numberless
underrated
contributors
to
the
evolution of natural science, Hugh's
interests extend also to John Woodward,
William Smith, Mary Anning and others
who have become household names due
to his work and that of other
researchers, not least in the pages of the
Geological Curator, in which he was a
major driving force, and summed up in
his book The Practice of British Geology,
1750–1850 (2002). But of course his
interests were much wider: I wondered
momentarily if he could really be the
writer of an article encountered in an
early edition of Motor Sport, but the
opening sentence left no room for doubt

Arthur MacGregor
SHNH President
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Society welcomed our new President
and Members of Council, and thanked
our outgoing Councillors for their contribution to the Society.
We are sad to have lost our good
friend and colleague Juliet CluttonBrock. Our thoughts are with her family
at this time. Arthur MacGregor has written a lovely piece on Juliet for the
newsletter.
I should like to thank everyone for
their contributions. There are a number
of Notes & Queries so do look and see if
you can help on any of the enquiries.
Our events are regularly posted on the
website, so do check so you can be
aware of future activities.

2. From the Editor
Season’s greetings and warmest wishes
for the new year. We have had some
wonderful meetings and it has been
lovely to meet up with so many of you
during the year. A warm welcome to our
new members.
In May, our patron Sir David
Attenborough was among the guests at
the Linnean Society of London book
signing event of The curious Mr Catesby
(E. Charles Nelson & David Elliott (eds),
2015). It was an excellent evening with
fascinating talks by David Elliott and
Charles Nelson. Many SHNH members
who contributed to the volume were
able to attend and there was much
catching up on news at the reception in
the Library.
The curious Mr Catesby has been
receiving some excellent reviews including by Charlotte Tancin in Huntia (15
(2): 233 -234). Charlotte ends her comprehensive review by noting that “The
Curious Mister Catesby is an important
contribution to the history of natural
history, and its editors and contributors
are to be congratulated. The book is
affordably priced and would be a good
addition to public and academic
libraries, as well as a treat for individuals with an interest in history and natural history”. The documentary film ‘The
curious Mister Catesby’ can now be
viewed online at https://www.catesbytrust.org/resources. It had its premiere at the Royal Society some years
ago, followed by a successful run on US
public broadcasting. The short broadcast opening can also be seen at the
above location.
We also had a really enjoyable meeting this summer in Wakefield on
Charles Waterton, which Helen Cowie
and Gina Douglas report on. The
Society’s AGM was also held and the

Elaine

Elaine Shaughnessy
3. Message from Hugh Torrens
Past President
Some departing ramblings

I must start with an
apology for what life
has thrown at us.
Very soon after I had
agreed to take on the
role of president, my
wife was hit by a taxi,
whilst she was a
pedestrian on 12 March 2012. Both our
lives were changed.
This has meant a less successful presidency than I had hoped. But our
Society is in good hands, with another
fine issue of Archives of Natural History
just out. I should like first to thank all
our officers for the kind, effective and
efficient services they provide for us all,
and I also thank, and welcome, Arthur
MacGregor, late of the Ashmolean
Museum, who now takes over from me.
But I have had many concerns
regarding our museums and libraries,
during this current long “period of aus2

letter. The Hester Forbes-Julian collection of letters and autographs had
remained hidden until 1987, when it
was “rediscovered” during storage
improvements. The collection comprises 16 albums of autographs, letters,
engravings and cuttings relating to
some 1,500 individuals, many of them
major figures of the Victorian and
Edwardian eras. It had lain at Torquay,
for over 50 years, when it was suddenly
“uncovered by a student volunteer” (see
Observer, 7 January & Times, 8 January
1990), and immediately there were then
thoughts in Torquay, the land of Fawlty
Towers and Monty Python, that it should
be sold! But, in 1995, geologists had
helped find money to add to this
archive additional Pengelly MSS. But in
2014 Torquay Museum began a public
consultation into the proposed sale of
letters in its collection, by Jane Austen,
John Keats, Charlotte Brontë and
Abraham Lincoln. An estimate by
Christie’s had put a combined value at
£200,000 on these. If the sale were to go
ahead, money raised would go towards
building an endowment for the museum, Barry Chandler, the museum’s collections manager said:
“While we have the intention to sell,
we will go through the full process outlined by the Museums Association. We
have put the Jane Austen letter on display with a sign explaining why it may
have to be sold. We will probably close
the consultation in January [2015]. We
are not intending to do anything until
we have sent our findings to the
Museums Association and met with the
ethics committee. If the ethics committee rules against the sale, then we will
go to Arts Council England to find out
what the implications would be for our
Accreditation.
This
is
not
a
Northampton situation. If we are told

terity”. The extent of book disposals in
our public, and university, libraries, and
nowhere more so than in my former
university in Staffordshire, continues to
appall me. Once gone, such things are
not replaced by online versions. I recall
the shock when the Geological Society
had to be told that its digitizers had
been unable to handle the many, vital,
large, folding sheets of geological maps
and cross sections, during their digitization project, all of which had then to be
attended to.
I am aware of specific threats to
unique items and institutions and how
badly they get reported. Two that have
particularly
concerned
me
are:
a) Torquay Museum, which in
December 2014, announced they might
sell part of their Hester Pengelly
(1860–1934) collection (see Times, 8
December 2014). She was a daughter of
William Pengelly (1812–1894 – see
ODNB), geologist and archaeologist, one
of the Museum’s founders, and of the
Torquay Natural History Society in
1844. She built up her fine archive; one
of extraordinary diversity, right across
all human history. Much was purchased, but much was also inherited,
first, from her father, whose archive she
added to hers. Then in 1902, she married Henry Forbes Julian (1861–1912),
and then inherited his archive, when he
went down with the Titanic. He was a
prominent metallurgist and mining
engineer (see her 1914, Memorials of
Henry Forbes Julian, member of the
Institution of Mining and Metallurgy, joint
author of “Cyaniding gold and silver ores”
who perished in the “Titanic” disaster,
written and edited by his wife Hester
Julian, also letters from the “Titanic” and
the “Carpathia.”
This assault on her archive had started because it held a single Jane Austen
3

Manchester, which now had it on display in their general exhibition in the
Gallery, among a selection of interesting
books and manuscripts about geology.
This lost notebook was George
Cumberland
(1754–1848)'s,
who,
although recorded in the ODNB as
merely 'a writer on art and a watercolour painter' and 'a friend of William
Blake, the poet', was also a significant
geologist, whose fine fossil collection
had gone first to the Manchester
Geological Society, then passed to the
Manchester Museum, with several
important books and manuscripts,
some of which had been subsequently
sold, and some of which I had then rescued. This notebook must have been
passed on to the John Rylands, when
the Manchester Museum was revamped
between 1997and 2003. When the notebook was prepared for this display, a
small fossil was even discovered, preserved in it, see http://www.mangeolassoc.org.uk/newsletterJune2015.htmI. I
was able to tell the Rylands Library the
MS's complex history, and I much look
forward to seeing it when the current
chaos around me dies down.
Hugh Torrens

we will lose Accreditation, then we will
not sell the letters.”
The proposed sale is a last option,
said Chandler, as the museum is in danger of losing control of its finances. In
all, he would like to see the endowment
fund reach £2 million to ensure the
museum’s financial stability, see
http://www.museumsassociation.org/ne
ws/09122014-torquay-museum-consults-on-sale-of-four-letters-from-collection
I have no more recent information
but hope efforts have been successful in
keeping this collection together.
b) St Bride Library (formerly known
as the St Bride Printing Library).
The next situation of concern was again
reported in the pages of Private Eye
(no. 1399, 31 August 2015), which
announced
that
the
St
Bride
Foundation library, founded in 1891 in
London, and concerned with the history of printing, much of it in science and
natural history, had been mothballed,
with access no longer possible. I have
used this collection a lot, because of its
important Taylor and Francis collection
of financial records, production books,
receipts, author agreements, etc. over
the period 1781–1934 (see Alexis
Weedon and Michael Bott, 1996, British
Book Trade Archives 1830–1939). Again
the current situation is unclear, but I
feel we must, as a concerned Society do
more to bring such crises to wider attention, and help to resolve them if we can.
But not all is bad news. In June, I
was told by Manchester friend that a
“George Cumberland Fossil Notebook”
had just gone on display in Manchester,
for which he knew I had been searching
for many years, in fact since 1977 (nearly 40 years!). It had again been “discovered” in 2014, in a store at the John
Rylands
Library
on
Deansgate,

Society News & Announcements
4. Welcome to our new Council
Members
At the Society’s AGM in Wakefield, the
Society was delighted to welcome its new
Council Members as follows: President,
Professor Arthur MacGregor, and
Councillors, Geoffrey Hancock, Matthew
Holmes, and Anna Marie Roos.
The Officers were re-elected as follows: Hon Treasurer, Bill Noblett; Hon
Editor, Peter Davis; Hon Secretary,
Lynda Brooks; and Meetings Secretary,
Gina Douglas.
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and travel abroad; his decision to
explore geology and Romanticism in
England led to his interest in the
History of Science. His doctorate from
Princeton University on the Murchison/
Sedgwick battle over the Cambrian to
Silurian division of the geological
column was revised while he was a
junior research fellow at Churchill
College, Cambridge, and was published
under the title Controversy in Victorian
geology (Princeton, 1986).
Jim’s research spans the late
eighteenth to the early twentieth
centuries, and he has taught at Imperial
College, London, and at Cambridge,
supervising over 25 doctoral students.
His publications include Victorian
sensation: the extraordinary publication,
reception, and secret authorship of
“Vestiges of the natural history of creation”
(Chicago, 2001), which describes the
public debate about evolution in the
mid-nineteenth century, and won the
Pfizer Prize of the History of Science
Society. He was one of the editors of
Cultures of natural history (CUP, 1996),
which is still widely used as a teaching
text. He has edited works by Mary
Somerville, Charles Lyell, and Robert
Chambers, as well as a selection of
Darwin’s evolutionary writings in the
Oxford World’s Classics series, which
includes a fresh transcription of
Darwin’s autobiographical recollections
and responses to Darwin’s books from
around the world. More recently he
published Visions of Science: books and
readers at the dawn of the Victorian age
(OUP, 2014).
Jim has served as Director of the
Darwin Correspondence Project since
2006. He is a Fellow of Christ’s College,
and Professor of History and Philosophy
of Science, at Cambridge.

Arthur MacGregor thanked the outgoing President Hugh Torrens and the
outgoing councillors Peter Barnard and
Pat Morris for their contribution to the
Society during the past three years.
5. Founder’s Medal
Many congratulations to Jim Secord for
being awarded the SHNH Founders’
Medal. In receiving
the award Jim said:
“It is a great
honour to be awarded
the Founders’ medal,
as I have always
aspired to the union
of historical, bibliographical
and
scientific
insight
encouraged by the Society. The list of
previous winners is remarkable. Several
of them – particularly Joan Eyles,
Martin Rudwick, and Gordon Herries
Davies – I met as a fledgling historian of
the earth sciences at the Charles Lyell
Symposium in 1975, the very first
academic conference I ever attended. I
have come to know many of the others
through meetings of this Society,
through their writings, and as friends. It
is of course a particular pleasure for me
to remember Frederick Burkhardt,
founder of the Darwin Correspondence
Project. Fred always knew that natural
history was for Darwin a cooperative
enterprise, and for historians it needs to
be the same.”
An Appreciation of the work of
Professor Jim Secord
by Hugh Torrens
Jim was born in Madison, Wisconsin
and studied English Literature and
Geology at Pomona College, California.
After graduating, he was awarded a
Thomas J. Watson fellowship for study
5

“… We have been here for almost
six years and have enjoyed many of the
good things that this small island has to
offer. However … we have decided to
relocate to the Costa del Sol in Spain,
where last year we bought a small retirement apartment close to the sea.
During my time in Singapore I have
found that many people cherish their
heritage and history, but when it comes
to natural history, the historical aspects
of the subject are rarely taught in
schools or universities, and much of the
heritage material is only kept in exceptional circumstances. A relatively small
number of people will have heard of the
(old) Raffles Museum with its whale
exhibited outside the building, or know
that there have been an aquarium and
zoo before those now available, or know
that Wallace and other collectors were
on the island for a short period, or
know that Raffles himself was much
interested in the natural world.
Together with John van Wyhe, I
have been working on the life and work
of Alfred Russel Wallace, who recently
has been the focus of much interest in
the UK. The paperback edition of our
transcription and commentary of all letters known to have been sent or
received from the Malay Archipelago
(OUP, 2013) is just being published by
Oxford University Press. With this short
report, I say farewell for now.
Takeshi Watabi (Japan). Mr Watabe
reports that he has developed a new initiative for promotion of the society with
a local community – the ‘Social
Gathering for the History of Science in
Shonan, Japan. Its main purpose is to
promote people’s interest between problems in History of Science, and the
modern human community. Mr Watabe
contributed an oral session on the
History and Science in China, which

6. John Thackray Medal 2016
Nominations are now
invited for the 2016
award,
from
SHNH
members in good standing, for work completed
during the three years preceding the closing date of 31 July
2016. A nomination form may be found
at the end of this newsletter. The rules
governing the award of The John
Thackray Medal may be accessed on our
website at http://shnh.org.uk/awardshonours-medals/john-thackray-medal/ .
7. William T. Stearn
Student Essay Prize
We are inviting submissions for the
2016 William T. Stearn Student Essay
Prize, awarded to the best original,
unpublished essay in the field of history
of natural history. The competition is
open to undergraduate and postgraduate students in full or part-time education. Entry is not limited to members of
SHNH. The winner will receive £300
and be offered membership of the
Society for one year. The winning essay
will normally be published in the
Society's journal Archives of natural history. Submission deadline is 30 June
2016. For full details and to download
the application form, please visit the
society’s website.
8. New from our Representatives
Our Representative’s Coordinator,
Malgosia Nowak-Kemp, reported on
news received from our Representatives
to Council and some highlights are
included below.
Kees Rookmaaker (Asia) writes that is
his last report from Singapore and as a
Representative of the Society in this part
of the world. Kees writes:
6

collections, made by Italian explorers in
New Guinea and the Moluccas, date to
the second half of the XIXth century and
are housed in the Museo civico di Storia
natural ‘G. Dori’, Genoa.
Carlo is working with Henrietta
McBurney on the catalogue of bird
drawings from the ‘The Paper Museum
of Cassiano dal Pozzo’ and is also revising the Italian translation of an English
book on the etymologies of ornithological Latin names. It is hoped that this
will lead to research on the old names of
Italian birds reported by Olina and
Dionisio Minaggio in the XVIIth century.
Dr Paolo Guashi of the University
Museum of Natural History in Pavia
(Italy) and Carlo are starting a multidisciplinary research project on the antiquity of the Pavian’s stuffed hippo.
Margarita Hernández Laille (Spain)
writes that through her work on Darwin
she is aiming to increase interest in the
history of natural history through meetings and publications. Margarita attended the SHNH Meeting in Wakefield and
went to see the former Waterton estate
at Walton Hall, a place which Charles
Darwin visited. She also went to the
Natural History Museum in Ipswich and
to Arlington, where Henslow managed
a Museum, also visited by Darwin.
During the first week of September,
Margarita attended the XXI Biennial of
the Spanish Royal Society of Natural
History (RSEHN) on ‘Evolution,
Research and Didactics’ that was held at
the Human Evolution Museum in at the
Museum of Burgos, Spain. At the session of Evolución: investigación y didáctica, Margarita gave a presentation on the
“English project on Darwin inspired
learning”The RSEHN was established in
1871 and the most significant Spanish
Darwinists of the nineteenth century
were among the founding partners.

was welcomed by the participants and
reported in the local newspaper.
Christa Riedl-Dorn
(Austria). Christa continues to answer
queries from SHNH
members and promotes the society
where she can, giving
society leaflets to interested scientists
and students who visit the archives.
2014 marked the 125th anniversary of
the Natural History Museum in Vienna
and the Archives department was
extremely busy with presentations and
exhibitions including ‘Ferdinand Bauer –
the First Austrian Artist in Australia’, for
which a catalogue was produced (C.
Riedl-Dorn, C. Köberl, & D. Stuart, 2014).
This year, the museum received the
photographic archive of Lotte and Hans
Hass. Hans Hass (1919–2013) was an
Austrian biologist who pioneered the
making of documentaries filmed underwater and was among the first scientists
to popularize coral reefs, stingrays and
sharks. The photographs allow a
glimpse into the history of underwater
film making and diving from before
WWII until the 1960s.
Carlo Violani (Italy). Carlo writes that
interest into the
history of natural history is
being kept alive
in Italy, and
that he encourages it as much
Carlo Violani and Paolo
as he can. He is
Zavatarelli with birds of
delighted
to
paradise skins at the
report that his
Genoa Museum.
former
pupil
(now Doctor) Paolo Zavatarelli has completed his biology thesis on the historical collections of birds of paradise, gaining the highest marks cum laude. The
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author of the exhibition was Dr Alicja
Rafalska-Lasocha
(Institute
of
Chemistry, Jagiellonian University), a
specialist in Sklodowska-Curie’s life.
The exhibition contained many
pieces of information about the Nobel
Prize winner’s interests. Narrative covering Sklodowska’s biographical data
together with photographs of the scientist and her family and friends in the gardens and in excursions were displayed.
The flowering specimen of Clematis
‘Maria Sklodowska-Curie’, created by the
Polish gardeners in 2011, was also on
show. Some posters with SklodowskaCurie’s portraits and extracts from her
letters were also exhibited in various
places of the Garden. The exhibition was
visited by many people, especially school
children. Alicja prepared the session
'Humanistic passions of the Polish naturalists of the 19–20th centuries'.
Leslie Overstreet (North America).
Leslie writes that she has distributed
brochures and extra copies of the
newsletter, and has encouraged
researchers at the library (Smithsonian)
and at conferences to submit articles to
the Archives of natural history.
The Catesby ‘road show’ took place
in April to launch the publication of The
curious Mister Catesby (University of
Georgia Press), the result of the Catesby
Tercentennial Conference in 2012.
Spear-headed by David Elliott, Catesby
Commemorative Trust founder, the road
show featured talks by Charles Nelson
and Leslie, books sales and signings,
panel Q&A sessions in which other contributors joined them, and related outreach events. Leslie is continuing her
research on the census of surviving
copies of Mark Catesby's Natural history
of Carolina, Florida and the Bahama
Islands. For more information see
Item 21.

Since 1872 the Society has published a
number of scientific publications and
today a ‘Magazine’ is published, which
is dedicated to the study and dissemination of Natural Sciences in Spain.
Margarita distributed SHNH newsletters
to interested participants.
Margarita has also given three presentations this year to schoolchildren
on Darwin and the history of evolution
based on her book Charles Darwin and
Lucia Sapiens.
Alicja Zemanek (Poland). Our new
Polish representative Alija works at the
Jagiellonian University’s botanic garden
(founded in 1783) in Cracow. She has
established a small museum which deals
with the documentation and popularisation of the history of botany and the
relationships between science–nature–
culture. Her scientific activity concentrates on the history of botany in the
Renaissance and in the 19th–20th centuries, and on the herbal of Syzmon
Syreniusz (Syrennius) published in
1613. She is also involved in the project
on the history of science in the Stefan
Batory University in Vilnius in
1918–1939.

Museum of the Botanic Garden, Jagiellonian
University, Cracow. Photo Alicja Zemanek.

Alija reports that on the 3rd
September, a new exhibition opened in
the Museum. The exhibition, “Maria
Sklodowska-Curie and flowers” covered
the Polish scientist’s love of nature,
especially flowers and gardens. The
8

the Fuegian Channels will again take
place. It will start in Punta Arenas
(Chile) on January 23rd, 2016 and from
Ushuaia (Argentina) on the 27th, aboard
the M/V Stella Australis. The journey
will visit HMS Beagle related sites in
Tierra del Fuego, and will be accompanied by lectures and exhibits on-board.
Information about this cruise is available
at:
www.australis.com/site/
en/routes-itineraries/patagonia-route/ .

Sergio
Zagier
(South America)
is our new representative
for
Argentina.
A
Director of Z&U
Publications, he is also an amateur historian and rare books collector about
Patagonia, Tierra del Fuego and
Antarctica. At present he is a consultant
for the Ministry of Tourism of
Argentina, having developed an all-terrain vehicle plan for the country. He is a
Fellow of the Royal Geographical
Society and the Linnean Society and a
member of The Explorers Club and the
Ernie Club. Sergio is also a writer and
collector about horology, and visits
museums and manufacturers around
the world and is a member of the
Antiquarian Horological Society, the
National Association of Watch and
Clocks Collectors and the Worshipful
Company of Clockmakers.
Sergio writes that for many years
Argentina, with its territory of 5,000
kilometres, stretching from its northern
parts down to the most southern ones,
and from the highest peaks outside Asia
on the west to the extensive plains on
the east, was one of the chosen destinations for several memorable expeditions. This does not take into account
Antarctica, separated only by 1,000 kilometres.
However, the local development of
research into natural history is modest
compared to Britain, Europe and USA.
Over the next few months Sergio plans
to investigate the activity of local societies, publications and events, although
this is not easy matter due to the limited publicity.
Nevertheless, Charles Darwin and
his work and travels, continue to attract
great interest and the Darwin cruise to

9. Those we have lost
Every member of the Society who knew
her will have been saddened by the
death of Juliet Clutton-Brock, at the age
of eighty-two, on 21 September. An
inspiring figure who remained impressively productive until her final illness
took hold, Juliet was for over twenty
years the welcoming face of archaeozoology at the Natural History Museum,
London, and one of the handful of
scholars who defined the subject, both
in Britain and abroad. Her very earliest
researches while studying at the
Institute
of
Archaeology
under
Frederick Zeuner centred on animal
remains from Gujarat, Jordan and the
Aegean; her work on the bones from
Kathleen Kenyon's excavations at
Jericho Tell established her place in the
profession.
Juliet was elected to the executive of
the nascent International Council for
Archaeozoology in 1976 and together
with Caroline Grigson she organized
the Council's conference in London,
whose four-volume proceedings continue to form a bench-mark in the development of the subject. Juliet's own literary output was prodigious: the bibliography included in her retiring Festschrift
– Skeletons in her cupboard (1993) – lists
over eighty publications, and that was
9

Plantes du Canada, tome 1. Les éditions
du Septentrion, Québec: 2014.
Botanical Treasures: Objects from the
Herbarium and Library of the Royal
Botanic Garden Edinburgh. Royal Botanic
Garden Edinburgh, Edinburgh: 2014.
DE BONT, Raf. Stations in the field: a history of place-based animal research,
1870–1930. University of Chicago Press,
Chicago: 2015.
HALL, Dewey W. Romantic Naturalists,
Early Environmentalists: An Ecocritical
Study, 1798–1912. Ashgate, Farnham:
2014.
CHAKRABARTI, Pratik. Materials and
medicine. Manchester University Press:
2014.
EDEL, Philippe, DASZKIEWICZ, Piotr.
Louis Henri Bojanus, le savant de Vilnius.
Vent d'est: 2015.
HEMMING, John. Naturalists in paradise. Wallace, Bates and Spruce in the
Amazon. Thames & Hudson, London:
2015.
HENTSCHEL, Klaus. Visual cultures in
science & technology. A comparative history. Oxford University Press, Oxford:
2014.
KILPATRICK, Jane. Fathers of botany: the
discovery of Chinese plants by European
missionaries. Kew Publishing, Royal
Botanic Gardens, Kew; The University
of Chicago Press, Chicago and London:
2014.
LAIRD, Mark. A natural history of English
gardening 1650–1800. Yale University
Press for the Paul Mellon Centre for
Studies on British Art, London: 2015.
MEAD, W. R. Pehr Kalm – his London
diary: a Finnish visitor in England in 1748
while on his way to North America.
Published by the author: 2013.
NELSON, E. Charles and ELLIOTT,
David J. (editors). The curious Mister
Catesby, a “truly ingenious” naturalist
explores new worlds. The University of

twenty years ago when she was only
just getting into her stride. In addition
to her analytical work there have been
much-admired books on single species –
cats, dogs, horses – and on thematic
issues, notably on the history of domestication: her last monograph, Animals as
domesticates. A world view through history,
appeared in 2012. She also acquired a
reputation as a rigorous and exacting
journal editor, both at the monthly
Journal of Zoology and more recently
with Archives of Natural History, to
which she gave her services as an associate editor.
In 1958 Juliet married Peter Jewell,
later professor of the physiology of
reproduction at Cambridge; Peter died
in 1998. Together they profitably shared
many interests, from African antelopes
to Soay sheep; both were active
founder-members of the Rare Breeds
Survival Trust. They also raised three
daughters, of whom they were justifiably proud, and latterly nine grandchildren. Their house in Fen Ditton – a
beautifully converted medieval barn,
overflowing with books, pictures and
nineteenth-century stuffed birds – was a
welcoming place for those who sought
guidance and inspiration, which was
unfailingly given.
A lengthier account of Juliet's life
will appear in the next issue of Archives
of Natural History.
Arthur MacGregor
10. Book Reviews
The following books have been
reviewed for the Spring 2016 issue of
SHNH Archives of natural history.
Reviews received for the Autumn 2016
issue of ANH will be announced in the
next newsletter.
ASSELIN, Alain, CAYOUETTE, Jacques,
MATHIEU, Jacques. Curieuses Histoires de
10

Georgia Press, Athens and London:
2015.
NÜRNBERG, Reiner, HÖXTERMANN,
Ekkehard, and VOIGT, Martina (editors). Elisabeth Schiemann 1881–1972:
Vom Aufbruch der Genetik und der Frauen
in den Umbrüchen des 20. Jahrhunderts.
Basilisken-Presse, Rangsdorf: 2014.
SKUNCKE, Marie-Christine. Carl Peter
Thunberg. Botanist and physician.
Swedish Collegium for Advanced
Studies, Uppsala: 2014.
TAN, Kevin Y. L. Of Whales and
dinosaurs: the story of Singapore’s Natural
History Museum. National University of
Singapore Press, Singapore: 2015.
VAN WYHE, John (ed.). The annotated
Malay archipelago by Alfred Russel
Wallace. National University of
Singapore Press, Singapore: 2015.

11. Archives News
The following papers and short notes
have been issued in Archives of natural
history 42.2, in print and online in
October 2015.
L. M. COOK: Joseph Sidebotham: vicissitudes of a Victorian collector.
S. KOYAMA: History of bird-keeping
and the teaching of tricks using
Cyanistes varius (varied tit) in Japan.
G. N. H. WALLER: An annotated checklist of mesoplodont whale species
(Cetacea, Ziphiidae) discovered during
the nineteenth century.
I. M. TURNER: Thomas Hardwicke
(1756–1835): botanical drawings and
manuscripts from the Hardwicke
Bequest in the British Library.
P. G. MOORE: Michael Clegg
(1933–1995): from naturalist to environmental correspondent in the multimedia age.
D. WATT, S. G. SEALY & M. F.
GUIGUENO: Antoine Joseph Lottinger’s
first book on the common cuckoo and
its fosterers: a rare book with three different title-pages.
J. MATHEW: Edward
Blyth, John M’Clelland,
the curatorship of the
Asiatic Society’s collections and the origins of
the Calcutta journal of
natural history.
K. ROOKMAAKER, J.
GANNON & J. MON- The front cover of
SON: The lives of three The Circling Year
rhinoceroses exhibited
published
by Thomas
in London 1790–1814.
T. A. DARRAGH & A. Nelson & Sons.
M. LUCAS: Two states
of fascicle 1 of Mueller’s Fragmenta phytographiae australiae.
P. KOHLER: The role of Franz Herbich
(1791–1865) in the organization of
research on the natural history of

The following books have recently been
received for review. Please contact me if
you would be interested in reviewing
them for the Autumn 2016 issue of
SHNH Archives of natural history.
GIBSON, Susannah. Vegetable, animal, mineral? How eighteenth-century science disrupted the natural order. Oxford
University Press: 2015.
GUERRINI, Anita. The courtier's
anatomists: animals and humans in Louis
XIV's Paris. Chicago University Press:
2015.
HAMLIN, Kimberly. From eve to evolution: Darwin, science, and women’s rights
in gilded age America. Chicago: 2014.
Smith, Charles, Patterson, Kelsey (eds).
Dear sir: sixty-nine years of Alfred Russel
Wallace letters to the Editor. Siri Scientific
Press: 2014.
WULF, Andrea. The invention of nature:
Humboldt’s new world. Hodder: 2015.
Felicity Roberts
Book Reviews Editor
E: felicity.roberts@kcl.ac.uk
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Galicia (Austro-Hungarian Empire).
A. MacGREGOR: Five unpublished
manuscripts of Johann Reinhold Forster
(1729–1798) in the archives of the
Linnean Society of London.
P. G. MOORE: William Percival Westell
(1874–1943): a prolific popularizer of
British natural history.
P. G. MOORE: Gilbert Dempster Fisher
(1906–1985): the BBC’s “Hut Man”,
Scottish naturalist, children’s author
and radio broadcaster.

Archives of natural history 43.1, due to be
published in April 2016.
PATRON’S REVIEW. A. MARPLES & V. R.
M. PICKERING: Exploring cultures of
collecting in the early modern world.
M. MASSETI: A lost collection
(1989–1994) of reptiles, birds and mammals of the Syrian Jazira (Syrian Arab
Republic).
I. M. TURNER: Natural history publications arising from Theodore Cantor’s
visit to Chusan, China, in 1840.
A. VALLEDOR DE LOZOYA, D.
GONZÁLEZ GARCÍA & J. PARISH: A
great auk for the Sun King.
J. EDGINGTON: Natural history books
in the library of Dr Richard
Richardson.
C. GOURAUD, L. CHEVRIER & R.
MEARNS: Charles and Emile Parzudaki:
natural history dealers in nineteenthcentury Paris.
D. LOWTHER: Preliminary analysis of
the Hodgson Collection at the
Zoological Society of London.
N. WOODMAN: Pranked by Audubon:
Constantine S. Rafinesque’s description
of John James Audubon’s imaginary
Kentucky mammals.
Q. BONE & L. NOBLE: Christian
Andreas Viktor Hensen and his studies
of plankton.
J. HOLLIER, V. BLARDONE, T.
BASAGLIA & A. HOLLIER: Angelo
Sismonda (1807–1878), pioneer of geological mapping in the Alps of Savoy
and the Piedmont: a bibliography.
J. A. BRYANT, H. PLAISIER, L. M.
IRVINE, A. McLEAN, M. JONES & M. E.
SPENCER JONES: Life and work of
Margaret Gatty (1809–1873), with particular reference to British sea-weeds (1863).
E. C. NELSON: Emily Lawless and
Charles Darwin: an Irish mystery.
E. BOCAEGE: Fossil “saurians” in the
Quekett cabinets at the Royal College of

Short notes
S.
ALBUQUERQUE:
“Flower
of
Aristolochia gigas var. sturtevantii used as
a hat by a native of British Guiana” – a
photograph from Everard im Thurn at
the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.
P. KÖHLER: Flora Lituanica inchoata
(1781–1782) by J. E. Gilibert: a preliminary census of copies in Polish libraries.
C. KINZE & G. N. H. WALLER:
Nineteenth-century
records
of
Sowerby’s beaked whale (Mesoplodon
bidens): addendum, Danish records.
K. ROOKMAAKER & J. VAN WYHE: The
illustrations in A. R. Wallace’s Malay
archipelago (1869) and in a muchenhanced French translation in Le tour
du monde (1870–1873).
J. J. F. J. JANSEN & S. D. van der MIJE:
Corrigenda to J. J. F. J. Jansen and S. D.
van der Mije, Review of the mounted
skins and skulls of the extinct Falkland
Islands wolf, Dusicyon australis, held in
museum collections. Archives of natural
history 42: 91-100.
[Note: correction to ANH 42.2: 324.
Footnote 2. Should read “For the transcription
and
translations
see
http://www.linnean.org/Library-andArchives/Projects_and_resources. ]
The following papers and short notes
have been accepted for publication in
12

Surgeons of England.
Obituary:
Juliet
Clutton-Brock
(1933–2015): Honorary Member (2010),
Associate Editor, by Arthur MacGregor

The Society held its 2015 annual meeting on Friday 31 July. The meeting took
place in Wakefield to celebrate the life
and work of the Yorkshire naturalist
Charles Waterton (1782–1865) on the
150th anniversary of his death. Waterton
travelled extensively in Guyana, South
America, in the early nineteenth century and collected an impressive range of
native fauna, including a caiman, a
giant anteater and an enormous boa
constrictor. He developed a unique
method of preserving his specimens,
many of which are today on display in
the Wakefield Museum.
A series of speakers offered fascinating insights into Waterton’s life and
career. In the morning, Jan Graffius
introduced us to Waterton’s early life
and his Catholic education in
Stonyhurst School, Lancashire, for
which he retained a life-long affection.
Pat Morris discussed Waterton’s travels
in Guyana, where his family owned a
sugar plantation, and John Whitaker
explored Waterton’s relationship with
Wakefield and its people, describing
how Waterton attempted to conserve
local nature and visited travelling
menageries to study exotic species. In
1848, for instance, Wombwell received
a dead chimpanzee from Wombwell’s
menagerie, which he stuffed and posed
sitting on a coconut. In 1855 he spent
two hours examining what he called a
‘chimpanzee or brown ouran outang’
(possibly a young gorilla) at Mrs
Wombwell’s menagerie in Scarborough,
recording the ape’s unusual movements
and her fondness for celery!
The afternoon featured further discussion of Waterton’s career, focusing
on his work as a travelling naturalist.
Adrian Padfield examined Waterton’s
experiments in Guyana with the notorious Amazonian poison curare, or

Short notes
S. LUNDBERG & I. SVANBERG:
European weather loach (Misgurnus fossilis) at Ulriksdal Palace, Stockholm, in
the 1750s.
D. E. ALLEN: Uses of sphagnum moss in
folk medicine.
B. HUGHES: Keeping track: the importance of the field label on bottled specimens and matters arising.
F. E. VEGA, T. WILLIS & S. B. CAHALAN:
Edward Rudge, Plantarum Guianæ rariorum icones et descriptiones hactenus ineditæ: suppressed preface.
E. C. NELSON: Conchology notes from
Wisbech and Fenland Museum: Mrs
Doyle’s Dublin shells.
Peter Davis, Honorary Editor
12. Accessing Archives of Natural
History online
The full content of Archives of Natural
History dating back to 1936 is available
to SHNH members freely online.
Electronic copies of new issues are available in advance of the printed version.
To activate your free access, please activate the 2015 token, even if you have
previously registered. If you have any
queries, please contact EUP by email:
JournalsEditorial@eup.ed.ac.uk. For more
information see the SHNH website.
SSociety Events News
13. “An unconquerable aversion to
Piccadilly”: Charles Waterton,
traveller, taxidermist and pioneer
conservationist
Wakefield, West Yorkshire
31st July – 1 August 2015
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We were
met at Walton
Hall by John
Whitaker and
Dave
Mee,
Park Ranger
for Angler’s
Country Park,
making our way over the now disused
canal, to follow the perimeter wall
round Waterton’s estate. Our first stop
was to view the weathered remains of a
big old oak, possibly the remains of one
of the “hides” Waterton created.
The walk lead us outside the wall,
round the golf course and along woodland tracks. The stone of the wall
appeared very weathered in places and
varied
in
height from
6 to 12 ft, the
taller sections,
according to
Dave
Mee,
being where
the
estate
bordered on paths known to be frequented by poachers, with the lower
sections where Waterton knew the
landowners. On one occasion we ventured into the estate, to see one of the
restored “watch towers”, with its conical cap of heavy stone slabs reassembled
to one side, being too heavy to be place
on top and probaby the cause of the
original collapse.
The second part of the walk took us
to Waterton’s
grave, hidden
deep in the
woods, after
a single-file
walk through
a large field
and
some
tricky manoeuvring to get past a tree

wourali, while John Chalmers assessed
Waterton’s scientific disagreements
with the North American naturalist
John James Audubon. Richard Milner
brought the session to a close with a
whistle-stop tour of some of the nineteenth-century’s most ‘eccentric’ naturalists, from gorilla hunter Paul du
Chaillu to bison conservationist
William T. Hornaday.
After
the
conference, we
all headed to
Wakefield One
(home to the
Wakefield Museum), to view
Waterton’s taxidermy.
John
Whitaker introduced us to the
An example of
highlights
of taxidermy after the style
of Waterton by Pat
Waterton’s colMorris. Photo by Helen
lection, which
Cowie.
includes a huge
boa constrictor,
the caiman Waterton famously rode in
Guyana and several more whimsical
creations made up of multiple different
animals – ‘Martin Luther’, for instance,
is a caricature of the sixteenth-century
Church reformer, while the so-called
‘non-descript’, is a human face, said to
have been made from a howler monkey’s bottom! Pat Morris offered his
own interpretation of how these wonders of taxidermy might have been produced, showing us how to pickle a polecat and skin a snake.
The following morning some of the
attendees participated in a guided walk
around Waterton’s home, Walton Hall
(now a luxury hotel and golf course!),
visiting Walton’s estate and grave in
what was mostly a sunny day.
Helen Cowie
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fallen right across the footpath.
The return walk was comparatively
straightforward after that, through
mature woodland, with the bonus of a
cherry tree, still with fruit, just by the
path before
we got back
to
Walton
Hall, by now
in worsening
weather. The
commentary
by Dave Mee,
and added information from John
Whitaker, complemented the previous
day’s conference sessions telling us
more about Waterton’s personality and
habits. Both were extremely helpful in
guiding us, enabling everyone to participate, including help with transport from
Wakefield. [Photos by Gina Douglas and
John Parmenter.]
Gina Douglas

these events, but please get in contact
with me if you would like to offer to talk
on something related to either subject
area or if you have a venue you would
like to recommend.
Gina Douglas

OtherEvents
Events
Other
16. Collected and Possessed
Horniman Museum and Gardens,
London
Through to 24 January 2016
This exhibition showcases taxidermy
specimens and other objects usually
kept behind the scenes in its south
London stores. It features a series of
stunningly detailed painted portraits of
taxidermy animals, alongside their
inspiration – the specimens themselves,
brought out of storage especially for the
exhibition. Artist Mark Fairnington has
spent five years exploring behind the
scenes at the Horniman, as well as the
Wellcome Collection and Natural
History Museum, to create the exhibition of more than 40 paintings of subjects including taxidermy dioramas,
birds of paradise, skeletons, puppets and
medical models. For more information
visit: http://www.horniman.ac.uk/

Forthcoming
ForthcomingSociety
SocietyEvents
Events
14. Eton College Natural History
Museum
We are aiming to find a new date for the
visit to Eton College Natural History
Museum. The Curator, George Fussey
has apologised for the cancellation of
the previously booked event, due to
building works. We are working on a
new time. Please contact me if you wish
to come at: meetings@shnh.org.uk. Also
watch the website for updates.

17. The Bauer Brothers Masters of
Scientific Illustration Natural History
Museum, London
Through to 26 February 2016
Franz Bauer (1758–1840) and his brother Ferdinand (1760–1826) were both talented artists who played an important
role in documenting newly discovered
wildlife from around the world, particularly plants.
This exhibition showcases the
Museum Library's collection of the
brothers' drawings and watercolours.

15. Future events
Two topics have been suggested for
future meetings. One is Women in the
history of natural history, and a second is
The history of field work in natural history
(or Natural history collecting in the field).
We are exploring venues and timing for
15

Highlights include Franz's detailed
botanical drawings of orchids and other
exotic flowers, as well as Ferdinand's
illustrations recording the unique
Australian flora and fauna he observed
during the HMS Investigator voyage
(1801–1805).
A new selection of artworks will be
displayed every four months. See more at:
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/whatson/programs/nhm/bauer_brothers_art_e
xhibition.html#sthash.h4CWwUb9.dpuf

explorers of the natural world reminded
me that one of the
outstanding writers
in this group was
Mary Kingsley. Copies
of her Travels in West
Africa are now available in modern paperback editions, in eMary H. Kingsley
book form and on the
(1862–1900).
web as digitised editions. My bookshelves hold the third edition (Flint edition), published in 1965
(Frank Cass and Co. Ltd), as well as a
Folio Society abridged edition, published
in 1976, and edited by Elspeth Huxley,
with a brief biographical introduction. A
short extract is also number 32 of the
Penguin Little Black Classics series A
Hippo’s banquet.
My 1965 edition has an introduction by John E. Flint, but is a heavyweight, full text edition, whereas the
abridged Huxley version is much easier
to handle and retains most of the interesting text describing Mary Kingsley’s
intrepid adventures collecting fish for
Dr A. E. Gunther and ethnographical
information (described as “fetish”).
Both have black and white photographic illustrations, but these differ.
The ‘Author’s preface’ in the Huxley edition is the ‘Introduction’ in the Flint
edition, with some maps, shown on the
end papers of the Folio edition. In it,
Mary Kingsley sets out the background
to her decision to “go puddling about
obscure districts in West Africa after raw
fetish and fresh-water fishes”. Her first
voyage was in 1893 and she visited
Angola, the Congo Free State and the
French Congo, visiting the coastal trading stations and getting to know the
traders, but no account of this was published. She returned to Africa in 1894.

18. Fantastic Worlds
Science and Fiction, 1780–1910
National Museum of American
History
Washington DC
Through February 2017
“Travel with us to the surface of the
moon, the centre of the earth, and the
depths of the ocean – to the fantastic
worlds of fiction inspired by 19th–century discovery and invention. New frontiers of science were emerging. We took
to the air, charted remote corners of the
earth, and harnessed the power of
steam and electricity. We began unlocking the secrets of the natural world. The
growing literate middle class gave science a new and avid public audience.
Writers explored the farther reaches of
the new scientific landscape to craft
novels, hoaxes, and satires.” For more
information see:
http://library.si.edu/exhibition/fantastic-worlds

A Good Read

A Good Read
19. Gina Douglas talks about Mary
Kingsley’s Travels in West Africa
Mary Kingsley, Travels in West Africa (1st
ed. London, Macmillan & Co., 1897).
A recent discussion about female
16

swamp. She relied on her “good oldfashioned long skirts” to protect her
legs and warns against taking off boots
at night as the feet will swell overnight
from insect bites!

The Huxley edition omits the account
of the journey out and starts with her
meeting with Mary Slessor in Calabar
then skipping on to the start of her travels on the Ogowe river in the French
Congo.
Mary Kingsley’s narrative style is
informal, sometimes using diary entries,
sometimes giving descriptions of the
forest and often giving accounts of her
own mishaps, whether infested by
leeches “like astrakhan collars” round
her neck, negotiating paths through
fallen trees or trying to cross a muddy
ravine that had just served as an elephant bath, travelling with her Ajumba
and cannibal Fan guides. She stays with
missionaries and with traders when possible, but camps with her local guides,
also staying village huts redolent of
decaying organic matter.
Her last narrative is her ascent of
Mount Cameroon, or using the local
name, Mungo Mah Lobeh, at 13,700 ft.
This is the end point of the Huxley book
but the Flint edition includes a number
of Appendices, including the published
descriptions by A. E. Gunther of the
fishes she collected, lists of insects,
shells, plants and gorgonias (soft
corals), and a short account given to her
of the invention of the cloth loom. She
paid her way trading rubber and ivory
and gives a graphic account of how the
indigenous women used clay or yams to
adulterate the rubber, to increase its
weight.
Whatever edition you pick up you
will find yourself laughing and reading
out bits to your companions: photographs always show her as a formal
Victorian lady, but she travelled with a
Fan man of some standing whose dress
she describes as “a small piece of dirty
rag tucked around his loins…tucked up
scandalously short” when wading a

Bibliographical information
Kingsley, Mary H. Travels in West Africa,
Congo Francais, Corisco and Cameroon,
1965, third edition with an introduction by John E. Flint, London, Frank
Cass and Co. Ltd., 743 pp., illustr.,
maps.
Kingsley, Mary H. Travels in West Africa.
1976. Edited and introduced by Elspeth
Huxley, London, The Folio Society, 276
pp. illustr.
Kingsley, Mary H. Travels in West Africa.
2015. Edited by Lynnette Turner, 736
pp. London, Penguin Classics paperback.
Kingsley, Mary H. A Hippo Banquet.
2015, 64 pp. London, Penguin Classics
paperback.
E-book
version
available
from:
http://manybooks.net/titles/kingsleymaetext04trwa10.html
News
News&&Information
Information
20. Hist-Nat-Hist discussion list
hist-nat-hist is the SHNHs discussion list,
hosted by Jiscmail. We use it to promote
enquiries and discussion relating to any
aspect of the history of natural history.
As well as requests for information or
answers to other people’s enquiries, the
list welcomes notices and reviews of
conferences, meetings, publications and
exhibitions.
There is more information about the
list and an archive of postings on the
list homepage at:
http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/lists/hist-nathist.html.
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National Trust and English Heritage to
write a book about “Taxidermy and the
Country House”. This is particularly
good news as it shows a gratifying
improvement in official attitudes. Both
organisations are pledged to preserve
the nation’s natural and social heritage,
but both have in the past been guilty of
hiding their taxidermy from sight, in
case it upset their visitors. Both have
now begun to peep above the parapet a
little bit and get their taxidermy out
where it should be, alongside all the
paintings, furniture and books that
comprise the cultural heritage they are
supposed to be protecting.
This proposed book will move that
process forwards a bit more, helping the
public to better understand taxidermy
and its significance in the context of
British social history. Many of the old
collections represent hunting trophies
gathered around the Empire or from the
local estate. Others document the local
bird, mammal and fish faunas. I want to
include as many examples as possible
and it is easy to do so in the case of collections belonging to both organisations. However, it’s hard to know which
of the many privately owned country
houses may contain taxidermy. So, if
you know of any collections, especially
in mansions open to the public, I would
be glad to have details please.
There are also significant collections
mentioned in the old books about “The
birds of….” (many counties were covered in the early 20th century). I have
checked on some of these and found
that many of the grand mansions that
formerly housed them have been
demolished or turned into apartments
or private schools. But where has all the
taxidermy gone? So, if you know of any
collections that are derived from a
major country house and are now in a

Notes & Queries

Notes & Queries

21. Catesby census continues
For my census of surviving copies of
Mark Catesby's Natural history of
Carolina, Florida and the Bahama Islands
(London, 1731–1743, i.e. [1729–1747]),
I would be grateful to hear from
libraries, museums, country estates, and
private owners whose copy I have not
yet examined. If your copy is listed in
OCLC or COPAC I know about you; the
hard part is finding others that are not
so listed and accessible. I intend to publish the census when it is as complete as
possible, but confidentiality regarding
ownership or location will be assured, if
desired. Information about the 2nd
(1754) and 3rd (1771) editions is also
appreciated for a separate study. Many
thanks.
Leslie K. Overstreet
Email: overstreetL@si.edu
22. Masters John Godfery
(1856–1945)
I am looking for biographical information about this British orchidologist,
who served in the Royal Army Service
Corps, rising to the rank of colonel. He
was one of the discoverers of pseudocopulation, but I am specifically interested in his private life, opinions and –
most importantly – his tastes in literature and general reading. If anyone
knows anything about Godfery, or has
suggestions about sources, please contact Jim Endersby (j.j.endersby@sussex.ac.uk).
Jim Endersby
23. Taxidermy and the
Country House
I have been commissioned by the
18

(Durham) and finally as Canon of
Durham Cathedral. Tristram’s life-long
interest in birds and ill-health from
tuberculosis led to him spending much
time abroad in dry, warm climates and
he collected birds and eggs in many
localities in North Africa and the Middle
East. His work on the birds of former
Palestine and other biblical lands is of
particular importance. Canon Tristram
added greatly to his own collections by
purchasing or exchanging material from
all over the world.
Tristram’s primary collection of eggs
is in the Natural History Museum’s
ornithological outstation at Tring, in
Hertfordshire. In 1896, he sold his primary collection of over 17,000 bird skins
to the then Liverpool Museum (now
World Museum, National Museums
Liverpool). In 1896 Tristram was over 70,
but he immediately started another collection, accumulating about 7,000 specimens of about 3,000 species. Most of this
later collection went to the Academy of
Natural Sciences in Philadelphia, but
other Tristram bird specimens appear to
exist in many other museums, and some
of these have been obtained by
exchange.
Tony Parker, Assistant Curator
(Zoology) at World Museum, and I have
decided it would be a worthwhile project
to construct a database of all Canon H. B.
Tristram’s specimens that could be located. Tony is combining the NML and
ANSP Tristram catalogues as an Excel
spreadsheet, and we are now requesting
for any information and/or details of any
Tristram specimens you may have in
your collection. If you are unfamiliar
with Tristram’s labels and his rather spidery writing, please see the photo above.
We would appreciate any information you can give us. Thank you very
much.

museum store, please let me have some
details so that I can perhaps make a
visit. Thanks for your help. (Email:
pat.morris5@outlook.com).
Pat Morris
24. Edward Turner Bennett
I am seeking a portrait of Edward Turner
Bennett (1797–1836) for publication in a
book on the natural history paintings of
Edward Lear (1812–1888).
Bennett, the author of The Tower
Menagerie (1829) and The Gardens and
Menagerie of the Zoological Society
Delineated (1830–1831) was a surgeon
associated with Middlesex Hospital and
with a private practice in London. He
was one of the founders of the Zoological
Society of London and served as its vice
president. He was also an active member
of the Linnean Society of London.
Unfortunately, none of the institutions with which he was most closely
associated has a portrait of him, nor is
there one at the National Portrait
Gallery. Could there be one in a private
collection? Is anyone aware of an
engraving of him? Any help will be
gratefully acknowledged.
Robert McCracken Peck
Email: RMP89@drexel.edu
25. Henry Baker Tristram project

Over many years of visiting bird collections in museums worldwide, I have
noticed that several contain Tristram
material. Henry Baker Tristram (1822–
1906) was born in Northumberland and
became a clergyman, first in Devon, then
Bermuda, Castle Eden and Greatham
19

References

New South Wales. Other drawings he
had access to included those of John
Abbot (southern USA.), Major-General
Thomas Hardwicke and Lady Impey
(India) and Sir Joseph Banks (birds from
James Cook’s first, second and third
voyages).
At first, when describing his new
species, John Latham used only vernacular names – sometimes names of great
charm (“Spotted Green Pigeon”,
“Sanguine Parrakeet”, “Venerated
Kingfisher”, “Sultry Quail”, “Doubtful
Honey-eater”). In 1788 J. F. Gmelin
latinised all Latham’s existing descriptions in his 1788 edition of Carl
Linnaeus’s Systema Naturae, which is
why Gmelin is credited as the author of
so many of Latham’s names. Latham
tried to rectify the situation in his Index
Ornithologicus in 1790, but he was too
late. However, any pre-1788 specimen
on which Latham based a new vernacular name must be considered as the type
of Gmelin’s scientific name.
Many of the specimens Latham had
used for his descriptions of new species
were borrowed from, or later belonged
to Edward Stanley, who became 13th Earl
of Derby in 1834. In 1851 Lord Derby’s
internationally important collection of
birds and mammals founded the museum service in Liverpool, now National
Museums Liverpool. We are presently
looking at all our bird types, and many
of these are Latham’s. In order not to
miss these in our collection, we need
much more information on what new
species Latham did describe, and on
whose specimens he based these
descriptions.
Tony Parker, Assistant Curator
(Zoology) at World Museum, has therefore offered to construct a database
incorporating all entries in Latham’s
published works. The database, an Excel

Mearns, Barbara & Richard (1988) Henry
Baker Tristram, in Biographies for birdwatchers. Academic Press.
Tristram, Henry Baker (1889) Catalogue
of a collection of birds belonging to H.B.
Tristram. The “Advertiser” office,
Durham.
Clemency Fisher
E: Clem.fisher@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk
E: Tony.parker@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk
26. Dr John Latham’s birds
database project
John Latham (1740–1837) was born in
Eltham, Kent and studied anatomy
under the radical surgeon John Hunter.
He practiced medicine in Deptford for
many years, retiring as a rich man in
1796 and settling in Romsey in
Hampshire. Latham was the first person
to describe and name a large number of
birds, publishing A general synopsis of
birds in three volumes between 1781
and 1785, with a Supplement in 1787
and another in 1802. Latham also produced the even more monumental
General History of birds between 1821
and 1824. He illustrated and coloured
all the birds in the plates in his various
works himself. John Latham also took a
leading part in the formation of the
Linnean Society of London in 1788.
Latham did have his own collection
of bird specimens, but many of those on
which he based new species were in
other private collections of the time, for
instance those of Sir Joseph Banks,
General Thomas Davies and Sir Ashton
Lever, and Latham quoted widely from
written sources such as those of William
Dampier and Thomas Pennant. Many of
Latham’s Australian bird names were
based on the Watling and Lambert collections of early convict drawings from
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Western Naturalist: 173-183.
Whittell, H. M. (1954). The literature of
Australian birds. Section on Latham, John
(Dr). pp. 409-412. Paterson Brokensha
Pty. Ltd, Perth, Western Australia.
Clemency Fisher
E: Clem.fisher@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk
E: Tony.parker@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk

spreadsheet, includes fields covering
Latham’s vernacular and later scientific
names, current scientific name where
known, locality as given in Latham, private collection if mentioned, and the
details of the specimen Latham was
using in his description and its present
museum collection if it has already been
found. Tony has started with A general
history of birds and is working through
volume 2 at present.
We are now requesting information
and details of any specimens you may
have in your collection which you
believe were used by Latham to describe
bird species in his various published
works. If anyone else has already
attempted to database, or list, Latham’s
birds, please let us know and, if so,
whether this is published or whether it
would be possible to access your information.
We would appreciate any information you can give us. Thank you very
much.

27. Telling marginalia in a copy of
Gunther’s A century of zoology (1975)
Scholarly marginalia enrich our understanding of times past. To historians of
natural history, marginalia have proven
as valuable in helping to establish the
contemporary context for written material (for example in illuminating
Darwin’s thought processes; see Smith,
1958)1 as they have in other literary disciplines (Jackson, 2001).
Some years ago (2004), I acquired a
copy of A century of zoology (Gunther,
1975), from the entomology specialist
bookseller, Pemberley Books, and was
intrigued to find it heavily pencil-annotated with what were clearly an insider’s
typographical corrections and frank
marginalia throughout. This book illuminates the history of zoology at the
British Museum (Natural History), now
styled the Natural History Museum, in
London. Enquiring of Pemberley’s Ian
Johnson whether it was possible to
ascertain from whom this volume had
been sourced, he informed me2 that it
had emanated from the library of B. J.
Clifton, “entomology librarian at the
British Museum (Natural History) during the 1950s and early 60s.” In fact,
Bernard James Clifton (1914–2000) had
been entomology librarian at the
BM(NH) between 1947 and 1974.3
Clifton’s annotations (made postretirement) are noteworthy. In particular, the flyleaf is inscribed: “This work
can never have been read in proof! Full
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Cambridge & Edinburgh were acceptable.
Can only remember 2 exceptions.” Stearn
(1981: 335) has indicated that since the
First World War the museum’s scientific
staff had largely been recruited from firstclass honours graduates. And on page 406
of my Gunther (1975), referring to
Professor Francis Jeffrey Bell (1855–1924)6
leaving the Museum “suitably attired,”
Clifton had appended this observation:
“Bell used to change his clothes when he
went home to lunch! He was also greeted by his attendant with a copy of The
times – bought by the latter!” Stearn
(1981: 192) referred to Bell as “dapper”…
“it was said of him that the time he could
spare from the neglect of his duties, he
devoted to the adornment of his person.”
Bell was known “to be on unfriendly
terms with the librarian and one who
delighted in picking up any errors or
omissions in the catalogue” (Stearn 1981:
325), so Clifton’s disdain may represent
an example of librarian-pique being of
long-standing. Such tensions, however,
had a positive outcome vis-à-vis the catalogue: “By such means, something akin
to perfection was attained.”7
Apropos the statement (p. 433) that
“Gunther retired with a pension of two
thirds of a Keeper’s salary,” Clifton registered the several ways-interpretable:
“not half!” And concerning Professor
Richard Owen’s (1804–1892) “ties with
royalty” (p. 456) he noted: “Living in a
Grace and Favour house8 in Richmond
Park he had to keep in with the Queen.”
Recall that, at the behest of Prince
Albert, Owen had tutored Queen
Victoria’s children in natural history.

of errors.” This assertion is borne out by
the large number of pages that have
typographical corrections indicated (not
uncommonly many per page). Clifton’s
marginalia are also revelatory of the tensions that typically exist within academia. In connexion with the author’s coverage of his grandfather, Albert Gunther
(1830–1914), who was Keeper of Zoology
between 1875 and 1895, the two paragraphs at the top of p. 236 are annotated
in the margin “poor stuff,” and “tut tut!”
is marked alongside the colloquial phrase
“he mucked in” (p. 250). Some comments are quite personal (one even casting aspersion as to the parentage of one
individual), the textual reference to Dr
Ernst Johann Otto Hartert (1859–1933),4
for instance, evincing the unadorned
exclamation: “pig!” Was Hartert something of a martinet? He was reported
recently (Johnson, 2012: 31) as being
“faintly contemptuous” of his fellow
curator Ernst Karl Jordan’s (1861–1959)
lowly social status – Jordan having
emanated from Hanoverian peasant
stock (Stearn 1981) – after Jordan (a
proud Ph.D. holder) failed to accord
Hartert, the son of a military officer, the
title “Dr” after he had been awarded a
German honorary doctorate in 1904.
Although those two illustrious Germans5
worked together well enough at Lord
Rothschild’s private museum at Tring
(Hartert on birds, Jordan on insects;
notably beetles, butterflies and fleas),
their competing claims for social status
kept their wives from becoming friends
(Johnson, 2012).
Two, more lengthy, annotations in
my ‘Gunther’ are also of sociological significance: alongside the top paragraphs
of p. 403, dealing with recruitment practices at the Museum, he had written
“B.M.(N.H.) up till 1939 only Public
School people with degrees from Oxford,

Acknowledgements
I thank Ian Johnson (Pemberley Books),
Kathie Way and Daisy Cunynghame
(NHM) for their responses to my
enquiries.
22

28. Perils of eponymy

Notes

Bestowing an eponymous name is seen
as a method of honouring a person. But
the 'honour' can cause trouble.
A notorious episode in Australian
ichthyology saw William Blandowski
name several fish after prominent
Melbourne identities in a paper reporting the results of his collecting trip
around the Lower Murray river region.
The paper included descriptions of what
he thought were nineteen new forms of
fish, naming at least nine of them after
members of the Council of the
Philosophical Institute of Victoria. The
species included Cernua eadesii, 'A fish
easily recognised by its low forehead,
big belly and sharp spine', and Brosmius
bleadsdalii, 'A slimy slippery fish. Lives
in the mud. …' (Blandoskwi, 1858, pp.
131 and 133 respectively). Richard
Eades, physician, later Mayor of
Melbourne, and the Catholic priest
John Ignatius Bleasdale, took exception
to the descriptions. The resulting furore
within the Institute provided the local
press with opportunities to comment,
an Argus leader (27 March 1858, p. 4)
asserting that 'the Philosophical
Institute has placed itself in a somewhat
ridiculous light before the public – for
who would ever of thought about Dr
EADES'S stomach and forehead, in connection with the peculiarities of the
unlucky fish, if his (the Doctor's) friends
had not got so agitated in the matter'.
The debate within the Philosophical
Institute (see the Minutes of the meetings in Transactions of the Philosophical
Society of Victoria, vol 3, pp. iii–vi) continued to be reported. The affair was
examined by a committee of Institute
members, but before their report was
presented, the Council ordered the
pages of his paper containing the
account of the fish to be withdrawn. 1

Darwin’s marginalia (URL, accessed 26
July 2012,
http://www.bookofjoe.com/2011/06/da
rwins-marginalia.html).
2
Ian Johnson, personal communication
to P. G. Moore (hereafter PGM), 20
September 2004.
3
Kathie Way (NHM), London), pers.
comm. to PGM, 31 July 2012.
4
Hartert was for many years
(1892–1929) director Rothschild’s museum at Tring (Rothschild 1934).
5
Britain, apparently, “did not turn out
men of the right calibre” (Gunther
1975: 420).
6
Bell was an assistant in the zoology
department between 1878 and 1919.
7
The library – a collection description
(URL,
accessed
25
July
2012,
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/research-curation/collections/collections-management/collections-navigator/transform.
jsp?rec=/ead-recs/nhm/cld-100000.xml ).
8
Sheen Lodge, where he lived from 1852
until his death.
1
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were the targets of this piece. Thomas
Bent, Minister for Railways, was at the
time of publication being investigated
for corruption, as ballast for the
Brighton and Elsternwick rail duplication works was obtained from land
owned by his wife; he was cleared of
corrupt practices in June (Australasian,
10 June, 862, p. 6 S). Hugh McColl, a
member of Parliament since 1880, was
seen as obsessed by water supply, and
'became a stock joke for many'
(Australian dictionary of biography, on
line edition, http://tinyurl.com/phtjcp2
accessed 25 July 2015).
Another eponym associated with
von Mueller has recently caused me
some trouble. While doing a trawl of
digitised Australian newspapers I had to
modify my search terms to minimise
hits such as 'Mahon opened the proceedings by sending Boisterous and
Mickey Free for useful exercise on the
sand track. … Baron von Mueller did a
clipping mile and a half in 2 min 34 sec
('Flemington gallops', Evening news
(Sydney), 24 December 1883, p. 4.)
Baron von Mueller, the botanist, told
his niece Louise Wehl (8 July 1880, RB
MSS M100a, Library, Royal Botanic
Gardens Melbourne) that 'Sir Thom.
Elder named the Racehorse after me; so
I may go this time to the Races, where I
never was before all my life.'2

The satirical journal Melbourne
Punch, (1 April, 1858, p. 1) printed an
‘explanation’ by ‘a Distinguished
Foreigner’,
clearly
representing
Blandowski, in 14 stanzas beginning
Vot shall I say, vot shall I do—
I did describe the fish quite true;
I wish zat I could please you all,
but not can make his belly small?
continuing
Vot for, I ask, am I to blame
Because ze vish is zhaped ze same?
I cannot take his stomach in,
Nor make ze doctor small and tin
and concluding
I tell you zat I had no thought
To say zat vot I did'nt ought;
It vos no part of mein own wishes
To miscal men while naming vishes.
Melbourne punch used at least one other
eponym as the basis of satire (25 May
1882, p. 1). Ferdinand von Mueller
(1882, p. 43) dedicated a fossil fruit
Pleioclinus Couchmanii, 'to Major
Couchman, who, as Secretary of the
Mines Department of Victoria, has most
readily promoted the palaeontologic
researches initiated by his predecessor'.
Punch asked 'By what right does the
Baron F. Von Mueller go and name a
fruit after a civil servant?' It suggested
that Mueller should have named it after
'some Cabinet Minister, or Member of
Parliament at least, who would throw
lustre on the nut'. The item went on to
ask 'What better way of perpetuating
the memory of that venerable old fossil,
M'Coll, than calling the nut after him?
Or what more appropriate recognition
of the Brighton ballast contract, than by
calling this specimen of pliocene gravel
Mrs Bentii?' The suggested names show
that neither Mueller nor Couchman

Notes
The Natural History Museum copy
(available via BHL, http://tinyurl.com/
oszmafc, accessed 25 July, 2015), has an
image of a printed note tipped-in before
p. 135: 'Pages 131–134 inclusive, with
four Plates, are omitted from this volume of the TRANSACTIONS, by an
order of the Council, of date, 6th April,
1858'), but the pages are present.
The copy available on line from the
1
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State Library of Victoria (sourced
through http://tinyurl.com/ob3yjep,
accessed 25 July, 2015), has the pages
missing, with the tipped-in note in their
place. The cancellation of that section
of Blandowski's paper 'relegated [at least
four] species to scientific obscurity for
[up to] 56 years' (Humphries (2003)).
For more on Blandowski see Darragh
(2009).
2
For a brief account of Baron von
Mueller's form on the racecourses of
South Australia and Victoria, see Dwyer
(1996).
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29. The Bauers
Joseph, Franz & Ferdinand
Masters of Botanical Illustration

Hans Walter Lack
Prestel, 2015
496 pp., 226 col.
illus.
ISBN: 9783791354897 (hb)
£60, US$85.
Filled with stunning 18th- and 19thcentury
illustrations of plants and other living creatures, this book is the first to bring
together the life and art of the three
Bauer Brothers, who came to be some of
the most celebrated botanical artists of
all time.
As artists, Joseph, Franz and
Ferdinand Bauer were independently
successful: Joseph as court painter to the
Prince of Lichtenstein; Franz (later
Francis) was employed at Kew Gardens
as the “Botanick Painter to His
Majesty”; and Ferdinand’s seminal collection of 1,500 paintings created from
sketches he made travelling in and
around Australia is the first detailed
account of the natural history of that
continent.
Drawn from all known worldwide
sources of the Bauers’ extant illustrations, this illustrated history begins
with the brothers’ formative years in
Feldsberg, Austria, where they produced
more than 2,000 drawings of plant specimens under the guidance of the local
abbot. Learning how to dissect plants
as well as how to use microscopes to
paint them in intricate detail, the
Bauers became well known for their
extraordinary precision.
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the broader context of his age and environment, this book provides an original
approach to a man and collection
whose importance has yet to be comprehensively assessed.

30. William Hunter's World
The Art and Science of EighteenthCentury Collecting
E. Geoffrey Hancock, Nick Pearce &
Mungo Campbell
Ashgate, 2015
424 pp., illus
ISBN: 978-1409447740 (hb)
£95.

31. James Sowerby
The Enlightenment's Natural
Historian
Paul Henderson
Kew Publishing &
Natural History
Museum, 2015
336 pp., 150 col. pl.
ISBN: 9781842465967 (hb)
£35.

SHNH Members are offered a 20% discount until 29th February 2016. Please
enter the code C15JUY20 when ordering the book from the Ashgate website.
Despite William Hunter's stature as
one of the most important collectors
and men of science of the eighteenth
century, and the fact that his collection
is the foundation of Scotland's oldest
public museum, The Hunterian, until
now there has been no comprehensive
examination in a single volume of all
his collections in their diversity. This
volume restores Hunter to a rightful
position of prominence among the
medical men whose research and amassing of specimens transformed our
understanding of the natural world and
man's position within it.
This volume comprises essays by
international specialists and are as
diverse as Hunter's collections themselves, dealing as they do with material
that ranges from medical and scientific
specimens, to painting, prints, books
and manuscripts. The first sections
focus upon Hunter's own collection and
his response to it, while the final section
contextualises Hunter within the wider
sphere. A special feature of the volume
is the inclusion of references to the
Hunterian's web pages and on-line databases. These enable searches for items
from Hunter's collections, both from his
museum and library.
Locating Hunter's collecting within

James Sowerby (1757
– 1822) was an outstanding artist and natural historian,
renowned for his discoveries and prodigious output of beautiful, scientific
books of plants, fungi, animals, fossils
and minerals, all at a key historical
time; the age of Enlightenment in Great
Britain. Beautifully illustrated with artwork and letter and manuscript
extracts, this first full biography of
Sowerby is a fascinating artistic and historical account, which extends beyond
that of one key player.
32. Equatorial Equilibrium
The Story of the Royal Society
African Freshwater Biological Team
Mary Burgis & Ian Dunn
MPM Publishing, 2015
164pp., illus.
ISBN: 978-0956487346
£15.
Available from the publishers: MPM
publishing, West Mains, London Road,
Ascot, SL5 7DG. Email:
pat.morris5@outlook.com
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been captured in verse.
John Tennent spent his childhood
with a jam jar and an insatiable curiosity
about insects. More than half a century
later he is a global authority on butterflies
and a dedicated reader of poetry.
In the pages of this anthology he
brings together classic poets such as
Virgil and Byron and modern writers
such as Pam Ayres and Peter Redgrove,
alongside a wealth of other poets and
amateur poets from different continents,
to explore the mysterious world of the
insect through poetry. Humorous,
evocative and informative, The Poetry Bug
is a celebration of every type of insect,
from caterpillars to bedbugs.

This book tells the story of a group of
young freshwater biologists who worked
on Lake George in western Uganda from
1966 to 1972. The team was an important part of the UK contribution to the
International Biological Programme
(IBP), supported by the Royal Society and
managed by the Freshwater Biological
Association.
The Team’s efforts, over six years,
resulted in a remarkably comprehensive
scientific appraisal of the productivity of
a shallow equatorial lake. However,
when they first arrived the Team had to
construct their own living and laboratory accommodation from scratch, before
being able to start their fieldwork and lab
investigations.
The book brings together memories,
anecdotes and personal stories of the residential ecologists and visiting scientists,
living in one of Uganda's finest National
Parks. It is well illustrated with personal
and historic photos and includes an
Appendix listing the publications that
reflect the enormous scientific success of
the project.

34. Hunting Plants
The story of those who discovered
the flowering plants and ferns of
North Lancashire
E. F. Greenwood
Scotforth Books, 2015
106pp, illus.
ISBN: 978-1909817227 (pb)
£12 + £1.75 p&p.

33. The Poetry Bug
John Tennant (ed.)
Parthian Books, 2015
400 pp.
ISBN: 978-1910901007 (hb)
£14.94.

This book describes who and how the
plants were discovered and the remarkable contribution made by Quakers.
After this introductory section there follows a biographical index of all the
major contributors over the last 400
years, both those who lived in the county as well as many who came and spent
their holidays in the region. It is an
account of ordinary people whose passion was field botany. The text includes
an extensive bibliography with an additional 29 plates, mostly in colour, of
plants, people and places.

Available from the author at: 10 Gayton
Parkway, Wirral, CH60 3SS.
Throughout history poets have been
drawn to write about insects, and
entomologists have been drawn to try
their hand at poetry. The concentrated
industry of the ant and the delicate
beauty of the butterfly, the rituals of the
death watch beetle and the ethereal
vision of glow worms at dusk, have all
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the early Cabinets of Curiosities and
19th-century herbariums to modern
museums, along with records of
present-day extinctions.
Ecologist Hugh Warwick tracks the
arrival of ‘alien’ plant species in Britain
and questions the value judgements we
make about such plants and their
environmental impact. While looking
back to historical plant migrations, he
asks what the genetically modified
future holds.

35. Bloom
A photogram of Algae,
made by Anna Atkins
as part of her 1843
book, Photographs of
British Algae:
Cyanotype Impressions,
the first book
composed entirely of
photographic images.

Horniman Museum and Gardens,
2015, £15
Available from the Horniman shop,
with proceeds going towards the care of
the Horniman’s collections and
Gardens (registered charity no. 802725).
For more information see:
http://www.horniman.ac.uk/get_involve
d/news/bloom-a-new-publication
Bloom was published to accompany
Edward Chell's exhibition Bloom, displayed in the Natural History Gallery of
the Horniman Museum and Gardens in
2015.
Both exhibition and book take as
their starting point the exquisite 'sun
prints' made by 19th-century pioneer
photographer and natural historian
Anna Atkins. One of Atkins' rare folios –
part of the Horniman's collection – documenting British seaweeds, formed part
of the exhibition and is the core of the
publication.
With a foreword by Horniman
Director
Curatorial
&
Public
Engagement, Tim Corum, Bloom includes
three essays.
The first, by artist and writer Anna
Ricciardi, pieces together a portrait of
Atkins, a significant but relatively
overlooked figure, and gives insights into
the social milieu that enabled her to
produce her extraordinary cyanotypes.
Edward Chell's essay reflects on the
layered narratives of plant collecting
and its ecological implications – from

36. Natural Histories
25 Extraordinary Species That Have
Changed our World
Brett Westwood & Stephen Moss
John Murray, 2015
448 pp., illus.
ISBN: 978-1473617018
(hb)
£25.
Accompanying
the
BBC Radio 4’s sixmonth series with the
Natural
History
Museum, London, Natural Histories tells
the stories of how our relationships
with twenty-five unexpected creatures
have permanently changed the way we
see the world. Packed full of fascinating
science, history and folklore, this beautiful book brings you face to face with
nature, in all its wonder, complexity
and invention.
Each chapter explores a different
species or phenomena, often taking a
fascinating object in the museum's collection as a starting point. From rock
pools and blackberry picking to a shipwreck thousands of miles from land;
and from David Attenborough on gorillas to Monty Python on dinosaurs, this is
a book for anyone curious about the
world we live in.
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Barnard, P. C. & Nelson, E. C. (2015)
The heathers of John Curtis’s British
entomology. Heathers 12: 54-59.
Burgis, M. & Dunn, I. (2015) Equatorial
Equilibrium: The Story of the Royal Society
African Freshwater Biological Team. MPM
Publishing.164 pp., illus. ISBN: 9780956487346. £15.
Bynum, H. & Bynum, W. (2014)
Remarkable Plants That Shape Our World.
Chicago UP. 239 pp. ISBN: 9780226204741 (hb). £24.77.
Byrne, A. (2015) “My Little Readers”:
Catharine Parr Traill’s Natural Histories
for Children. Journal of Literature &
Science 8: 86-101.
Chakrabarti, P. (2014) Materials and
medicine: 1600–1960. Palgrave Macmillan. 280 pp. ISBN: 978-0230276369 (pb).
£18.99.
Colley, A. C. (2014) Wild animal skins in
Victorian Britain: zoos, collections, portraits, and maps. Ashgate. 218 pp., illus.
ISBN: 978-1472427786 (hb). £65.
De Bont, R. (2015) Stations in the field: a
history of place-based animal research,
1870–1930. Chicago UP. 320 pp., illus.
ISBN: 978-0226141879 (hb). US$95.
Dowe, J. L. (2015) I saw a good deal of
the country much more than any other collector. An assessment of the botanical
collections
of
Eugene
Fitzalan
(1830–1911). Cunninghamia 15: 87-133.
Dowe, J. L. & Nelson, E. C.
(2015) Eugene Fitzalan (1830–1911),
an enigmatic botanical collector and
plantsman in Queensland. Queensland
history journal 22 (11): 795-811.
Edel, P. & Daskziewicz, P. (2015) Louis
Henri Bojanus, le savant de Vilnius. Vent
d'Est. 64 pp. ISBN: 978-2371720169. €10.
Gibson, S. (2015) Vegetable, animal, mineral? How eighteenth-century science disrupted the natural order. OUP. 240 pp.
ISBN: 978-0198705130 (hb). £11.75.

37. Botany where you are
John Presland
CreateSpace, 2015
314 pp., illus.
ISBN: 978-1495952111
(pb)
£24.72.
This is a book for amateur
naturalists, intended to
stimulate increased interest in and enjoyment of botany through
exploring in their local areas. It is based on
actual botanising carried out in the parish
of Winsley in Wiltshire over forty years.
The author aims to communicate and
share his knowledge and enthusiasm for a
wide range of botanical activity, covering
plants, algae, fungi and lichens, their communities and relationships with animals,
recording, conservation and biodiversity,
plant abnormalities and their implications
for inheritance and evolution, non-natives
and the future. In the process he paints a
portrait of the botany of his parish and creates a botanical autobiography. The book is
profusely illustrated in colour.

New & Recent Publications
Many thanks to everyone who contributes material to this section. May I
just remind you to forward details of
your own publications as well as those
of general interest. Please include as
many publication details as possible:
such as publisher, date and ISBN.
Allcock, A. L. (and 13 co-authors)
(2015) The role of female cephalopod
researchers: past and present. Journal of
natural history 49: 1235-1266.
Allen, C. (2015) The Prisoner of
Kathmandu, Brian Hodgson in Nepal
1820–43. Haus Publishing Ltd. 288 pp.,
illus. ISBN 978-1910376119 & eISBN
978-1910376300. £25, US$35 (hb).
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Laird, M. (2015) A Natural History of
English Gardening 1650–1800. Yale. 440
pp., illus. ISBN: 978-0300196368 (hb).
£45.00.
Lawrence, N. (2015) Assembling the
dodo in early modern natural history.
Brit. J. hist. Science. 48: 387-408.
Lebossé, A. & E. C. Dickinson (2014)
Fresh information relevant to the makeup of the livraisons of the “Galerie des
Oiseaux” by Vieillot (1748–1831) &
Oudart
(1796–1860).
Zoological
Bibliography, 3: 25-58.
Lescure, J. (2014) Histoire de l’herpétologie et de l’herpétofaune françaises.
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SHNH New Members 2015
(as of November 2015)
38. Welcome to our new members
A. J. E. Harman (Hockley, UK)
Hanna Hodacs (Uppsala, Sweden)
Sachiko Koyama (Indiana, USA)
Martyn Low (Singapore)
Duncan M. Porter (Blacksburg, VA, USA)
Michiko Yajima (Yokyo, Japan)

Stop Press
William T. Stearn Student
Essay Prize 2015
SHNH is delighted to announce that the
winner of the 2015 William T. Stearn
Student Essay Prize is Etienne Stockland.
His essay is called ‘Patriotic natural history and sericultural reform in the French
Enlightenment (1730–1770).
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John Thackray Medal 2016
Instituted in 2000 to commemorate the life and work of
John Thackray, Past President of the Society, this medal is
awarded for a significant achievement in the preceding
three years in the history of those areas of interest to
the Society, that is the biological and earth sciences in
the broadest sense.
All SHNH members in good standing are invited to
make nominations for the 2016 award using the form
(see over). Nominations should be sent to the Honorary
Secretary, with an accompanying letter.
Nominations must indicate the item and the producer to be
nominated and include the name and contact details of the person submitting the
nomination. Please include a brief statement on the nature of the significant
achievement involved and describe how the Prize Committee can obtain supporting evidence, such as publication details or photographs of exhibitions, etc. The
Committee may ask for the loan of such evidence to support the Committee in its
discussions.
The rules governing the award of The John Thackray Medal may be accessed on
our website at http://shnh.org.uk/awards-honours-medals/john-thackray-medal/
The deadline for submissions is 31 July 2016.
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The SHNH Thackray Medal 2016 Nomination Form
I wish to nominate:
For:

My name:
My address:

My phone no.
My email:

Signed:
Date:

Please print out this form and return it to:
Society for the History of Natural History (Thackray Medal)
c/o The Natural History Museum
Cromwell Road
London SW7 5BD UK
Please also submit an electronic copy (available on SHNH website
www.shnh.org.uk) to the Honorable Secretary at secretary@shnh.org.uk
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Become a member of SHNH
Patron
Sir David Attenborough OM CH FRS
“Anyone who loves the history of natural history will find a warm welcome, like I did.”
Professor Janet Browne, Harvard University
SHNH – The Society for the History of Natural History welcomes as members everyone with an interest in the history of natural history, natural history collections,
exploration, art and bibliography, for all period and cultures.
The Society publishes an internationally respected journal Archives of natural history.
It is published for the Society by Edinburgh University Press, a highly respected, independent voice. Members have free online access to all issues of Archives published
since 1936. The Society also produces an informative newsletter which announces
forthcoming events, provides a forum for notes and queries, offers notice of new publications, and much more.
We design meetings for wide audiences and provide time for discussion, social events
and ‘behind the scenes’ visits. Recent venues include Oxford (2014), Exeter (2013),
Charleston, Washington and Richmond, USA (2013), London and Cambridge (2012).
We also co-sponsor special conferences.
Our international network of representatives connects the Society with local events
and provides regional contacts. Their contact details are provided on our website.

How to join
SHNH has three categories of membership: Individual, Dual and Associate.
Subscriptions are managed by Edinburgh University Press. Institutions and
Libraries are invited to enquire about print and online subscriptions from EUP.
• Individual: receives the printed copy of Archives and the Newsletter as well as
free online access to all issues of Archives. UK: £32; ROW £37; North America
US$67.
• Dual: for two people at the same address who receive one printed copy of
Archives and the Newsletter as well as free online access to all issues of Archives.
UK: £42; ROW £44; North America US$80.
• Associate: for full or part-time students (under 30) who receive free online
access to all issues of Archives and the Newsletter. UK: £10; ROW £10.50; North
America US$20.

To join the Society, please
• call the EUP Subscriptions Department on +44 (0)131 650 6207, or
• email journals@eup.ed.ac.uk. We do not recommend sending credit card
details by email.

www.shnh.org.uk
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Society for the History of Natural History
The Society for the History of Natural History is a friendly international society for
everyone who is interested in natural history in the broadest sense. This includes
botany, zoology and geology as well as natural history collections, exploration, art
and bibliography. Everyone with an interest in these subjects – professional or amateur – is welcome to join.
The Society was founded in 1936 by a small group of scientists, librarians and bibliographers centred on the British Museum (Natural History) in London. The
Society is still closely associated with the Museum, now the Natural History
Museum, which contains the national collections of natural history specimens and
has a strong tradition in the historical study of these collections.
Since its modest beginnings, the Society has grown in membership and international standing. It is known for its friendliness and provides a focal point for the
history of all aspects of natural history. The Society also has a thriving international
membership and representatives in North America, Europe, Asia and the Antipodes
organise local meetings. An International Meeting is held at regular intervals, the
most recent being in the Unites States in November, 2012.
The Society’s main publication is Archives of natural history, produced twice a year,
and distributed free to all members. It contains refereed, illustrated papers and
book reviews and is published for the Society by Edinburgh University Press. All
volumes published since 1936 are now available online. A more informal Newsletter
is published two or three times a year.
For more information contact the Secretary, Society for the History of Natural
History, c/o the Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, London SW7 5BD, UK
or search on www.shnh.org.uk.
All subscription matters are handled for the Society by Edinburgh University Press.
For subscription enquiries, including payment methods, please contact the
Subscription Administrators at Edinburgh University Press.
E-mail: journals@eup.ed.ac.uk or telephone +44 (0)1316 506207.
Newsletter 109 December 2015
Editor: Elaine Shaughnessy
Email: webmaster@shnh.org.uk
COPY DATE
The copy date for the next Newsletter is 15 April 2016.
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Officers and Council of the Society 2015
Patron
Sir David Attenborough OM CH FRS
Officers
President: Professor ARTHUR MACGREGOR
Secretary: Mrs LYNDA BROOKS
Treasurer: Mr WILLIAM NOBLETT
Editor: Professor PETER DAVIS
Meetings Secretary: Ms GINA DOUGLAS
Council
Dr Helen Cowie#
Mr E. Geoffrey Hancock*
Ms Jo Hatton+
Mr Matthew Holmes*
Dr Sachiko Kusukawa+
Dr Anna Marie Roos*
Ms Louise Tomsett#
Dr Leucha Veneer+
Dr Ray Williams+
+ elected 2013, # elected 2014, * elected 2015

Associate Editors: Dr E. Charles Nelson & Dr Peter Barnard
Associate Editor Book Reviews: Ms Felicity Roberts
Representatives’ Coordinator: Mrs Malgosia Nowak-Kemp
Membership Coordinator: Ms Miranda Lowe
Membership Initiatives: Dr Isabelle Charmantier
Newsletter Editor: Ms Elaine Shaughnessy
Website Coordinator: Ms Elaine Shaughnessy

Newsletter design: www.wearedrab.net

Email addresses
donations@shnh.org.uk
editor@shnh.org.uk
meetings@shnh.org.uk
secretary@shnh.org.uk
webmaster@shnh.org.uk
Representatives
Asia: Dr L. C. (Kees) Rookmaaker, Australasia: Ms Kathryn Medlock,
Central Europe: Prof. Mag.Christa Riedl-Dorn, Ireland: vacant,
Italy: Dr Carlo Violani, Japan: Professor Takeshi Watabe,
North America: Ms Leslie Overstreet, Poland: Prof. Alicja Zemanek,
Spain: Dr Margarita Hernández Laille, South America: Mr Sergio Zagier.

