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Out and about with SHNH members

Photos by Elaine Shaughnessy

1. Charlie Jarvis, Henrietta McBurney Ryan &
Leslie Overstreet, speakers on “One object, three
voices: Mark Catesby’s Natural history – The art,
the science, the publication”.

2. Speakers on “Naturalist’s Libraries” at
Magdalen College, Oxford: John Edgington, Liam
Dolan, Chris Preston & Bill Noblett.

3. Peter Dance, recipient of the SHNH Founders’
Medal and Alexandra Cook, recipient of the John
Thackray Medal, with SHNH President Hugh
Torrens.

4. Enjoying our visit to The Old Library, Magdalen
College. 

5.Laying wreath on Linnaeus’ tomb in the Royal
Botanic Garden, Edinburgh. Photo: Ian Rolfe.

6. Oxford Botanic Garden.
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1. From the Editor

Welcome to our new look newsletter.  It
has been a busy year for the Society
with many activities and some memo-
rable visits and events.  
At our excellent Oxford Meeting the

President was delighted to present the
SHNH Founder’s Medal to Peter Dance
and the John Thackray Medal to
Alexandra Cook. We said goodbye to
our outgoing Councillors Chris Mills
and Joan Platts and welcomed our two
new Councillors Helen Cowie and
Louise Tomsett.
We also say goodbye to Isabelle

Charmantier who is retiring as Book
Reviews Editor, but the good news is
that that she is joining Miranda Lowe in
membership initiatives.  We are very
pleased to welcome Felicity Roberts as
the new Book Reviews Editor.
You will have seen that we launched

our new website in July and many
thanks to Sally Seeley who has updated
our newsletter cover to reflect the fresh,
new look. Don’t forget that you can also
follow our activities on Facebook and
Twitter @shnhsocnathist which we keep
regularly updated with news.
Together with many other SHNH

members, we had a really enjoyable
evening in London for the fascinating
evening on Catesby – “One object, three
voices, Mark Catesby’s Natural history –
The art, the science, the publication”.
I then had the great pleasure of going to
the newly re-opened Cory Lodge in
Cambridge Botanic Garden with Leslie
Overstreet and Henrietta McBurney
Ryan to look at some early horticultural
and Catesby material and to meet the
Library Manager Jenny Sargent.
Under Item 30 are the new library open-
ing times.

Many congratulations to Sachiko
Kusukawa for being awarded the CBHL
annual literature award for Picturing the
book of nature: Image, text, and argument
in sixteenth-century human anatomy and
medical botany (The University of
Chicago Press, 2012).  Many congratula-
tions also to Matthew Holmes, for
recently winning the W. T. Stearn
Student Essay Prize (see Item 4).
Thank you to everyone who has sent

such interesting information for the
newsletter. Please do keep it coming as
well as information on new and inter-
esting publications.  We welcome all our
new members and look forward to
meeting you at our meetings and events
next year. 

Elaine
Elaine Shaughnessy

2. From the President
More Concerns

cf SHNL NL 106, April 2014, pp. 2-3

The problems, whether of finding
homes for archives, or of stopping sales
of established libraries here, now seem
to be never-ending, and I would like to
add some thoughts from my last six
months’ experience.
First, re archives, I was contacted by a

former journalist on the Oxford Mail
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who, in 1971, had written a series of fas-
cinating articles on the geologist S. S.
Buckman (1860-1929 - see ODNB) and
his work in encouraging the safer use of
“Rational Dress”, by women cyclists in
late Victorian times. He had used an
archive which was then held by the
Buckman family, near Oxford, and to
which I also had had access, and which
this journalist now needed to renew
access to.
Through this, I had earlier encour-

aged others to write related articles,
such as that by David Rubinstein, in
Notes and Queries, or that by Nancy
Bradfield in Costume in Detail: Women’s
Dress 1730-1930. She was a leading
authority on costume from 16th to 20th

century (and mother of a former Keele
student of mine). The holder of these
Buckman archives died in 1990, and I
now learned, first, that he had given his
“Rational Dress” archive to the City of
Manchester’s Gallery of English
Costume, at Platt Hall, Manchester,
M14 5LL, in 1985, but, second, that
they now had no knowledge of this
archive (according to an email from the
Senior Manager there dated 4
September 2014). This is a sad loss of a
unique collection. 
That same month, I had contributed

to a celebration at Loftus, NE Yorkshire,
on the life and work of the
geologist/chemist Lewis Hunton (1814-
1838 - see ODNB - who may well be the
youngest, aged only 23, among its
50,000 entries?). Theo Getty and I had
written up his life and work in Earth
Sciences History (vol. 3, part 1, 1984, 58-
68) in an article which noted that “our
research notes were to be deposited in
the Department of Palaeontology,
British Museum (Natural History)”.
Sadly these too have since been lost
by them.
These losses were bad enough, but in

my other crusade to try to warn of the
disappearance of major libraries, I was
again too late and I can only now report
the loss of another such. In Private Eye
(25 July 2014, p. 14) I had read how the
Royal Agricultural Society of England
(RASE) had been forced to withdraw
“more than 40 trophies from a fire sale
of hundreds of its most precious historic
artefacts being flogged to plug a
£200,000 pension fund deficit” (shades
of the current crisis facing the
Wedgwood Archives, once in the keep-
ing of Keele University!). The same PE
article ended by noting the RASE’s addi-
tional sale of all its “unique collections
of historical books, paintings and
prints”, all of which had raised
£400,000 in total. 
William Smith (1769 - 1839), the

geologist whose remarkable 1815
Delineation of the Strata of England and
Wales, is to be celebrated in style next
year, [see: http://www.geolsoc.org.uk/
wsmith15] had been elected a member
of the Bath and West of England
Agricultural Society in 1796 and then
been made an Honorary Member of the
Norfolk Agricultural Society (founded
even earlier in 1774) in 1806. His con-
nections with such agriculturalists were
thus many and varied. I had used this
once marvellous library when searching
for the only bookseller’s catalogue to
advertise Smith’s long-lost book on
Norfolk of 1807. It proved to be the
only library with a copy.  This disastrous
disposal has been confirmed by articles
in The Farmers Weekly (27 June 2014,
p. 10 and 18 July 2014, p. 12) and by
websites like:
http://www.historymatters.group.shef.a
c.uk/history-hammer-sale-royal-agricul-
tural-society-england-collection/
The remains of the – as usual biblio-
graphically inadequate – auction sale
catalogue are also available:
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www.dreweatts.com/cms/pages/auc-
tion/36124 or: 
http://theauctionroom.com/autions/36
So anyone wanting to explore Smith’s
agricultural connections, as I was
hoping to, will have to look elsewhere.
PS
The question of the youngest person to
gain entry to the ODNB is a fascinating
one, and one not easily searched for,
even by full text searches. Bill Noblett
(our Treasurer) immediately suggested
John Ives (1751–1776), the antiquary
and herald, but he proves to have been
24. If anyone can find a younger
entrant than Hunton above, I would be
delighted to learn more

Hugh Torrens
h.s.torrens@keele.ac.uk

3. SHNH SGM and AGM

The SGM and AGM took place on
19 July 2014 at Magdalen College,
Oxford.  Society Members were delight-
ed to welcome our two new members of
Council – Helen Cowie and Louise
Tomsett.  The Officers thanked our retir-
ing Councillors Chris Mills and
Elizabeth Platts for their contribution to
the Society. The amendments to the
Thackray Medal rules were passed nem
con at the meeting. The updated Society
Rules have been uploaded onto the
SHNH website. 
The President awarded the Founder’s

Medal to S. Peter Dance (see SHNH NL
106, p.4) for his outstanding contribu-
tion to natural history and the John
Thackray Medal to Alexandra Cook for
her monograph Jean-Jacques Rousseau
and botany; the salutary science (Oxford:
the Voltaire Foundation, 2012) (see
SHNH NL 106, p.4).

4. W. T. Stearn Student Essay Prize
2014

We are delighted to announce that the
winner of the Stearn Essay Prize is
Matthew Holmes (University of Leeds,
PhD student) for his essay on “The
perfect pest: natural history and the
red squirrel in nineteenth-century
Scotland”.
The judging panel considered his

work “a well-written essay on the
perceived pest status of the red squirrel
in nineteenth century Scotland, and its
relevance to early thinking and prac-
tices in nature conservation. It is well-
researched and clearly argued, with
interesting quotes and anecdotes, and
should appeal to the general reader”. It
will be published in the Archives of
Natural History, 42 (1).

5. News from our Representatives

Malgosia Nowak-Kemp, our Representat-
ives Coordinator, reported on news
received from our Representatives to
Council and some highlights are includ-
ed below.  
Kees Rookmaaker (Asia) writes that
“everyday driving to work, I pass the new
building of the Lee Kong Chian Natural
History Museum due to be opened in
early 2015. It will house the zoological
collections of the Raffles Museum which
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had been
moved to the
National Uni-
versity of
Singapore and
stored in semi-
p e r m a n e n t
accommoda-
tion until now. 
The building of a new museum

shows that there is a growing interest in
science and natural history in the Asian
countries. There will be space for the
extensive research collection, partly
quite old and historically important, as
well as for a large exhibition area to be
used for educational and teaching pur-
poses”. See:  http://lkcnhm.nus.edu.sg/
Kees also reports that the full extent

of the Beagle Library was launched online
as part of the Darwin Online project. The
website provides a full catalogue of all
works known to be available on the
Beagle, provides the full text of most of
these and also makes them easily search-
able electronically. This provides another
venue for scholars to increase their
understanding of the work of Charles
Darwin. See:
http://darwinonline.org.uk/BeagleLibrar
y/Beagle_Library_Introduction.htm). 

Margarita Hernández Laille (Spain)
visited the UK this summer and travelled
to some of the places that Darwin visited
with Sedgwick in England and  the north
of Wales, before the Beagle expedition.
She also visited Maer in Staffordshire,
where Darwin’s wife Emma had lived,
and St Peter Church, where Darwin and
Emma were married.  
Margarita’s book Charles Darwin and

Lucía Sapiens: lessons on the origin and

evolution of species (Madrid, 2014) was
published in English in June and
Margarita gave a presentation on it at the
SHNH Meeting in Oxford.  Her paper  on
‘Zoological Garden of Acclimatization of
the Natural Sciences Museum in Madrid,
Spain, 1858-1869’ was part of the History
of zoos and aquariums: From royal gifts to
biodiversity conservation that has been just
published. (Chester, 2014, pp. 95–99).  
Margarita also presented a paper on

‘Darwinism in classrooms in Victorian
England’ at the joint SHNH/Horniman
Museum meeting in October on the
‘History of Teaching Natural History’.

Carlo Violani (Italy) writes that he
has been working on the study and eval-
uation of the large collection of birds of
paradise gathered by Luigi Maria
d’Albertis, Odoardo Beccari, Anton
Augustus Brujin and Lamberto Loria and
preserved in the natural history muse-
ums of Genoa and Florence (Italy). The
study focuses on the existing documents
(letters, papers, articles and labels) left by
the collectors as they are of the greatest
importance in order to understand the
early exploration of New Guinea by the
Italians in the years 1870s -1890s in the
footsteps of A. R. Wallace. 

Leslie Overstreet (North America)
writes that she has distributed SHNH
brochures and the Newsletter, and has
encouraged researchers encountered at
the library and at conferences to submit
articles to the Archives of natural history.  
She reports that the papers of the

Catesby Tercentennial Conference
(2012) are well along in the publication
process and that Dave Elliott is organiz-
ing book launches in various places next
Spring, including at the Smithsonian
and in London. 
Her own work took her to England

and the Netherlands for five weeks this
past summer, and although largely based
in Cambridge working on a book with
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Catesby colleague Henrietta McBurney
Ryan, the trip gave her the opportunity
to meet and/or work with numerous
members of SHNH.  

Editor’s note: Leslie has written on the
Merian meeting in Amsterdam in May
and on the evening meeting ‘One object,
three voices: Mark Catesby’s Natural his-
tory – The art, the science, the publica-
tion’ in London. See Items 11 and 12.

6. SHNH Website
www.shnh.org.uk

We were delighted to launch our new
website at the SHNH meeting in
Magdalen College, Oxford on Saturday
19th July.
The fresh new look and the improved

navigation enables easy access to
information. The site is now fully
responsive and works well on all devices
including mobile, iPad, and computer. The
meetings and events pages now have the
added facility of showing a venue map.
The webpages have been enabled for

social media and you can now email
pages and links directly from any page.
The SHNH Facebook Page and
@SHNHSocNatHist Twitter feeds are
integrated to keep visitors informed of
news and updates.  
It has been a great project to work on

and special thanks go to Adam Maltpress
of Maltpress and Mario Prelorentsos of
JDJ Creative who have designed and
built the site and to the Horniman
Museum for some beautiful images from
their Bioblitz day.
My thanks are also due to the SHNH

website SubCommittee of Bill Noblett
and Peter Davies for their advice and
support and to members of Council who
supplied images and who reviewed draft
designs and pages. 
There are a few more tweaks and refine-
ments to do so don’t be surprised if you
see some updates. In the meantime,

happy browsing, and I hope you enjoy
using the new site.

Elaine Shaughnessy

7. Book Reviews

Isabelle Charmentier has retired as Book
Reviews Editor.  We thank her for all her
work and are delighted that she is
remaining as a co-opted member of
Council to work on membership initiatives.
We are also delighted to welcome

Felicity Roberts as our new Book Reviews
Editor. Felicity completed her MA in 18th

century Studies in 2010 before beginning
her PhD on Sir Hans Sloane and early
modern practices of observing and repre-
senting the natural world in 2012
(English Department, King’s College
London, in conjunction with the British
Museum).  Her research interests cover
English natural history and the literary
and visual arts during the long
eighteenth century, 18th century aesthet-
ics, women’s involvement in natural his-
tory, widows, the history of the senses,
the history of collections, Sir Hans
Sloane, Mary Delany and Charlotte Smith.
Felicity can be contacted at email:

books@shnh.org.uk; 
felicity.roberts@kcl.ac.uk and/or at:
King’s College London, English Dept.,
Virginia Woolf Building, 22 Kingsway,
London WC2B 6NR. 

8. Archives News

The following papers and short notes
have been issued in Archives of natural
history 41.2, in print and online in
October 2014.
H. J. NOLTIE: Doryanthes excelsa and
Rafflesia arnoldii: two “swagger prints” by
Edward Smith Weddell (1796–1858), and
the work of the Weddell family of
engravers (1814–1852). 
P. G. MOORE: Natural history in newspa-
pers: Dugald Semple (1884–1964),
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Ayrshire naturalist and nature journalist.
F. E. VEGA, K. FISHER & T. WILLIS:
Dorothea Eliza Smith, artist of “The
Fruits of the Lima market”.
C. E. JARVIS & J. H. COOPER:
Maidstone’s woodpecker – an unexpected
bird specimen in the herbarium of Sir
Hans Sloane.
D. R. CALDER: Axel Elof Jäderholm
(1868–1927) of Sweden: educator, hydro-
zoan zoologist and cryptogamic botanist.
J. W. WILEY, S. FRAHNERT, R. AGUILERA
ROMÁN & P. ECKHOFF: Juan Cristóbal
Gundlach’s contributions to the knowl-
edge of Puerto Rican birds and his
influence on the development of natural
history in Puerto Rico.
M. MASSETI & S. VAN DER MIJE:
Squirrels from the Mariana Islands
(south-western Pacific) in the “Naturalis”
Biodiversity Center of Leiden, with notes
on the mammalian fauna of this
Micronesian archipelago.
E. M. LAWLER & S. A. RUBIN: “A
Dissertation on Swallows” with
comments on their migration by the
eighteenth-century Maryland naturalist,
Henry Callister. 
A. M. LUCAS: The difficult provenance

of Ferdinand von Mueller’s zoological
specimens.
M. A. TAYLOR & H. S. TORRENS: An
anonymous account of Mary Anning
(1799–1847), fossil collector of Lyme
Regis, England, published in Chambers’s
journal in 1857, and its attribution to
Frank Buckland (1826–1880), George
Roberts (c.1804–1860) and William
Buckland (1784–1856).
P. D. BRINKMAN & S. F. VIZCAINO:
Clemente Onelli’s sketch map and his
first-hand, retrospective account of an
early fossil-hunting expedition along the
Río Santa Cruz, southern Patagonia,
1888–1889. 
G. N. H. WALLER: A review of nine-
teenth-century records of Sowerby’s
beaked whale (Mesoplodon bidens).
Short notes
R. B. WILLIAMS: The birth, death and
resurrection of the “geneticologists”.
E. C. NELSON: Archibald Menzies’s visit
to Isla del Coco, January 1795: adden-
dum, Callicosta rugifolia (Müll. Hal.)
Crosby.
A. ÖRSTAN: Two early nineteenth centu-
ry uses of the term “evolution” to denote
biological speciation. 
L. K. OVERSTREET: The dates of the parts
of Mark Catesby’s The natural history of
Carolina … (London, 1731–1743
[1729–1747]).

Peter Davis
Honorary Editor

9. Accessing Archives of Natural
History online

The full content of Archives of Natural
History dating back to 1936 is available to
SHNH members freely online.  Electronic
copies of new issues are available in
advance of the printed version. If you
have any queries, please contact EUP by
email:
JournalsEditorial@eup.ed.ac.uk. For more
information see the SHNH website.
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Society Events News

Ian Rolfe writes a note about the excel-
lent meeting he attended last year and
the laying of a wreath on Linnaeus’s
monument at the Royal Botanic Garden,
Edinburgh. 

10. Nature’s Enlightenment
Environment, empire and natural his-
tory in eighteenth-century Scotland

22 April 2013

A symposium on the above was held at
the Institute for Advanced Studies in the
Humanities (IASH) of Edinburgh
University and at the Royal Botanic
Garden, Edinburgh (RBGE).  Papers were
given on naturalist networks, Linnaeus,
colonial agriculture, race and primi-
tivism and the origins of environmental-
ism.  Much lively discussion followed the
talks, presented by Prof Fredrick Jonsson
(Chicago University), Linda Andersson
Burnett (organiser of the meeting, IASH),
Sarah Easterby-Smith (St Andrews
University) and Matthew Eddy (Durham
University).
The afternoon session at RBGE was a

tour de force by Dr Henry Noltie (RBGE)
of botanical illustrations, teaching dia-
grams, herbarium specimens and books
which belonged to or were commis-
sioned by the Scottish Enlightenment
botanist Professor John Hope (1725 -
1786).  Many of these had only recently
been recognised as a result of Dr Noltie’s
remarkable researches.
The meeting concluded with the lay-

ing of a bouquet on the monument to
Linnaeus in RBGE, erected by Hope in
1779, one year after Linnaeus’s death.
Designed by the architect Robert Adam,
this was executed in durable Craigleith
sandstone by Edinburgh New Town’s
planner, James Craig.

Ian Rolfe

Our North American Representative,
Leslie Overstreet, reports on two of the
meetings she contributed to while travel-
ling to the other side of the Pond.

11. “Exploring Maria Sibylla Merian”
symposium 

Organized by the Special Collections
Artis Library

University of Amsterdam
26-27 May 2014

Intended as a starting point for prepara-
tions for a large international conference
on Meria Sibylla Merian in 2017 (the
300th anniversary of her death), this
symposium brought together about 50
scholars, biologists, researchers, students,
and bibliophiles.  
After a graceful welcome by Hans

Mulder, Curator of the Artis Library and
one of the organisers of the symposium,
the dozen speakers included Kurt
Wettengl, Erik Jorink, Brian Ogilvie, Kay
Etheridge (organiser), Katharina
Schmidt-Loeske, Truusje Goedings,
Florence Pieters (organiser), Brigitte
Wirth, Leslie Overstreet, and Joos van de
Plas.
They explored topics ranging from

Merian’s predecessors and her scientific
significance, to the printing history of
her most famous work, the
Metamorphosis insectorum surinamensium,
and the challenges of transcribing her
correspondence.  
But those and other aspects of Merian

studies were just the jumping-off points
for a second day of wide-ranging discus-
sions about questions not yet answered
and work that remains to be done; sever-
al working groups were formed to build
on the momentum and encourage
research in a variety of subjects for the
planned 2017 gathering.  
The day included a chance to exam-

ine extraordinary copies of Merian’s
works and other 18th century natural-
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history books in the beautiful Artis
Library.  Tasty lunches on site and a won-
derful dinner with lots of wine and live-
ly conversations rounded out the event.  
The organizing committee hopes to

post the May talks on their website and
welcomes additional ideas and participa-
tion for 2017.   Please contact Prof. Kay
Etheridge, Gettysburg College, email:
ketherid@gettysburg.edu or Florence
Pieters: F.F.J.M.Pieters@uva.nl. See: 
http://exploringmerian.wikispaces.com/
home.

12. One object, three voices
Mark Catesby’s Natural history – The

art, the science, the publication
Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in

British Art, London
25 June 2014

An audience of distinguished historians
of art and science joined doctoral candi-
dates and other researchers at London’s
Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British
Art on a Wednesday evening in late June
to hear Henrietta McBurney Ryan,
Charlie Jarvis and Leslie Overstreet talk
about their work on Mark Catesby’s clas-
sic Natural history of Carolina, Florida and
the Bahama Islands (London, 1729-1747).  
As an art historian herself and former

Deputy Keeper of Prints & Drawings at
the Royal Collections, Windsor Castle,
Henrietta has been studying Catesby’s
original watercolours for many years
and, thanks to a Mellon grant, has spent
the past academic year working on a
book about them.  
Expanding her focus beyond the

watercolours alone, she has tackled his
role in exploring the North American
wilderness, collecting and propagating
American plants, and publishing his
book, as well as the impact the book has
had on 18th-century science.  
For these facets, she has drawn

specialist contributors to the project:

botanists Dr. Stephen Harris, Oxford
University, and Dr. Charles Jarvis,
Natural History Museum (London), both
of whom work with Catesby’s herbarium
collections at their institutions; and
Leslie Overstreet, Smithsonian Libraries
(Washington), who studies the book’s
publication process.  
Charlie and Leslie joined Henrietta to

form a panel of “three voices” looking at
“one object,” all emphasizing the impor-
tance of the material object and its value
as physical and historical evidence.
The talks were followed by a collegial
question-and-answer period and then a
reception with drinks, nibbles, and
convivial conversation.
Henrietta, Charlie, and Leslie thank

all who attended and are grateful to
SHNH, the Catesby Commemorative
Trust, and several individual SHNH
members for spreading the word.

Leslie Overstreet
SHNH North American Representative

13. Naturalists’ Libraries
Magdalen College, Oxford

19 July 2014

This meeting celebrated the 350th

anniversary of the death of John
Goodyer (1592–1664), the 17th century
botanist, who added many plants to the
British flora and left his extensive

8
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collection of books, manuscripts and
notes to Magdalen College, Oxford.
The meeting opened with Liam

Dolan, Sherardian Professor of Botany,
giving us a wonderful introduction to
Goodyer’s life as a Petersfield Land
Agent, his family connections with the
college and why his library is now in the
collection of the Old Library at Magdalen
College. 
Liam discussed the 211 books

forming Goodyer’s library, only 10 of
which are missing. Topics covered their
acquisition dates ranging from 1616 to
the late 1660’s; subject matter and anno-
tations, including  hand-written indices;
and the interleaved and heavily-annotat-
ed copy of Bauhin’s Pinax with new
descriptions, as well as William How’s
own copy of Phytologia Britannica,
annotated by both How and Goodyer.
In the lively discussion that followed
mention was made of the possible
location of one of the missing books. 
The short break for refreshments gave

those present a chance to see the
Cloisters of the College, beautifully
framed in banks of white hydrangeas. 
The meeting resumed with Chris

Preston telling us about John Nidd’s
Library and the significance of his links
with John Ray, James Duport and earlier
botanists, centred on Trinity College,
Cambridge in the 1650’s.  As “Under-
Library Keeper” when an undergraduate,
from 1642-45, Nidd had access to expen-
sive major works, but his own library,
eventually built up to 300 works, was
mostly of smaller “useful” works. Half of
these were left to Trinity College. Tracing
these through available catalogues
revealed annotated copies, analysis of
which showed close links to Ray’s work. 
Moving forward in time, John

Edgington discussed the “missing”
library of the Yorkshire naturalist and
collector Richard Richardson (1663-

1741).  His connections with both
Sherard and Sloane are known to have
helped him build a rich library, which
passed to his son and eventually to his
great grand-daughter. However, existing
catalogues list few natural history works
among his rich and varied collection,
although from correspondence and
other sources this should have
comprised some 1,000 natural history
books.  Their likely fate was suggested as
dispersal through auction and other sales
during the early 19th century.  
A lunch break provided us with the

unexpected experience of eating in the
Old Hall amid magnificent wooden
panelling. We then had the marvellous
opportunity of visiting Magdalen’s Old
Library with Liam to see the early
printed book and manuscript collection.
Resuming back in the Summer

Common Room, we took up the theme
of dispersed libraries with Bill Noblett
discussing the sale of Philip Miller’s
library in 1774, and what could be learnt
from records of the sale of the likely con-
tents of his collection. Known buyers
from a long list included Sir Joseph
Banks, Dr Pitcairn and the book printer
and dealers, John and Benjamin White.  
The final discussion, before the

meeting closed with the Society’s AGM,
included speculation on the present loca-
tion of some of the significant natural
history books featuring in the last two
talks, and the network over time linking
Goodyer and the other collectors.  
Tea followed the AGM and many

participants were then happy to take the
opportunity of visiting the University
Botanic Garden, thanks to the invitation
of the Sherardian Professor and then to
meet up later at dinner for a delightful
evening. 

Gina Douglas 
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14. The History of teaching
Natural History

Horniman Museum, London
10 - 11 October 2014

This joint meeting with the Horniman
will be reported on in the next issue of
the newsletter (SHNH NL 108).
This two-day meeting presented the

history of different teaching practices
and methods for the earth and life
sciences, primarily focussing on schools
and universities. It had two major
themes: the history of teaching natural
history within institutional facilities, and
the history of teaching natural history in
the outdoor arena.
Speakers included: 
Jim Costa, Director, Highlands
Biological Station, NC, USA, Educational
outposts: The field station tradition of
biological sciences education in the United
States.
Dawn Sanders, University of Gothen-
burg, Sweden, Gardens for Learning: The
work of Lilian Clarke and C.T. Prime in the
development of botanical education in South
London.
David Robinson, York, Bootham School’s
Natural History Society.
W. I. (Jim) Kennedy, Oxford University
Museum of Natural History, William
Buckland’s Oxford lectures in Geology and
Mineralogy, 1813-1849.
Henry J. Noltie, Royal Botanic Garden
Edinburgh, John Hope and the Illustrated
Teaching of Botany, Edinburgh, 1761-1786.
Jenny Beckman, Uppsala University,
Authors and collectors: Hartman’s
Handbook and botanical education in
Sweden in the 19th century.
Margarita Hernandez Laille, Madrid,
Darwinism in classrooms in Victorian
England.
George Fussey, Eton College, Natural
history at Eton and beyond.
Mark Carnall, Grant Museum of
Zoology, University College London, The

trials and tribulations of ‘just a teaching
collection’.
Dominik Huenniger, the Göttingen
Institute of Advanced Study, Germany,
Johann Christian Fabricius (1745 – 1808),
his natural history textbooks and his ideas
on natural history university education.
Poster papers: 
Nathalie Latour, Maisons Laffitte,
France. Historical three-dimensional repre-
sentations as a support for teaching in
Natural History.
Leonie Sedman. University of Liverpool,
Anatomical Teaching Models – A Call for
Information.

15. Mark Catesby’s third centennial in
America - celebrating his impact on

our world (2012)

“The curious Mister Catesby: a ‘truly
ingenious’ naturalist explores new
worlds” is due to be published early 2015
by the University of Georgia Press.  This
publication is the legacy of the Catesby
Commemorative Trust’s Mark Catesby
Tercentennial symposium, co-sponsored
by SHNH. Lavishly illustrated, it will be
the most comprehensive study of this
extraordinary naturalist, artist and
explorer to date. Largely the work of
members of SHNH, members will receive
notice of any advance purchase opportu-
nities. For more information, see:
www.catesbytrust.org.
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16. From Royal Gifts to Biodiversity
Conservation

The History and Development of
Menageries, Zoos and Aquariums

(2011)

The Proceedings of this conference, The
History of Zoos and Aquariums: From Royal
gifts to Biodiversity Conservation, edited by
Gordon McGregor Reid and Geoffrey
Moore, are now available. For more
information see Item 49.

Forthcoming Society Events

17. Eton College Natural History
Museum
Spring 2015

SHNH members have been invited to
visit Eton College Natural History
Museum in Spring 2015. 
The date still has to be confirmed, but

please check the website for further
information and contact the Meetings
Secretary if you are interested in partici-
pating.

18. 150th Anniversary of Charles
Waterton

Summer 2015

The SHNH hopes to be able to organise a
meeting to celebrate 150th anniversary of
the death of Charles Waterton (1782-
1865) during summer 2015.  This will
celebrate the life and achievements of
this eccentric naturalist, explorer and
pioneer conservationist. Please check the
SHNH website for more information.

Other Events

19. Dangerous Beauty
Thorns, Spikes and Prickles

The Hunt Institute for Botanical
Documentation
Pittsburgh, PA

Through 18 December 2014

This exhibition includes artworks and
books that depict the formidable and yet
beautiful defensive structures of thorns,
spines and prickles that have evolved to
protect plants from predation. Featured
are drawings, watercolours, prints and
books displaying thistles, teasels, cacti,
roses, berry brambles, stinging nettles
and citrus trees. For more information
see:
http://huntbot.andrew.cmu.edu/HIBD/E
xhibitions/Exhibitions.shtml  
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Left: Citron: Citrus medica [Citrus medica L.,
Rutaceae], watercolour on paper by Marilena
Pistoia (Italy), [pre-1984], 35 × 25.5cm, for
Laura Peroni, Il Linguaggio del Fiori (Milan,
Arnoldo Mondadori, 1984, p. 53), HI Art
accession no. 6773.20, © 1984 Arnoldo
Mondadori Editore, Milan. 
Centre: Teasel [Dipsacus L., Dipsacaceae],
watercolour on paper by Celia Crampton
(Africa/England), 2003, 37 × 28cm, HI Art
accession no. 7586,
© 2003 Celia Crampton.
Right: Rosa canina L. [Rosa L., Rosaceae],
watercolor on paper by Petr Liska (Czech
Republic), 1981, 24 × 16.5cm, HI Art accession
no. 6463, © 1981 Petr Liska.



20. Fruits of the earth
Plants in the service of mankind

The Foyle Special Collections Library
King’s College London

Through 13 December 2014 

‘From a paradise of pleasant flowers I am
fallen (Adam like) to a world of profitable
herbes and plants (John Parkinson, 1640,
Theatrum botanicum). 
Throughout history mankind has

turned to plants for their healing powers,
and the exhibition looks at the gradual
superseding of herbals, such as those of
Gerard and Parkinson, which embodied
the folk medicine of medieval and early
modern Europe, by later medical
advances, such as William Withering’s
discovery of the therapeutic properties of
foxglove leaves as a treatment for heart
disease. 
The expansion of Europe’s imperial and
commercial horizons following the age
of discovery not only transformed
botanical knowledge by revealing a
wealth of hitherto unknown species but
ushered in an age of expansionist and
competitive trade in those plants that
were to become an integral part of
Europe’s daily life.  The exhibit explores
these products, society’s attitudes
towards them and the transition to mass
production that took place in the 19th

and 20th centuries. For details of access
and opening hours, please see:
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/library/collections/
archivespec/exhibitions/maughan.aspx.

21. Animals and Empire

This is an online exhibition has been put
together by Dr Andrew Flack at the
University of Bristol. It might be of inter-
est to members who work on zoo history
or animals in an imperial context. See:
http://animalhistorymuseum.org/exhibi
tsandevents/online-gallery/gallery-8-ani-
mals-and-empire/. 

22. Ships, clocks and stars
The search for longitude

National Maritime Museum,
Greenwich

Through 4 January 2015

To mark the tercentenary of the
Longitude Act of 1714, this major exhi-
bition tells the extraordinary story of the
race to determine longitude at sea and
how one of the greatest technical chal-
lenges of the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries was eventually solved.

The exhibition draws on the latest
research to shed new light on the history
of longitude - one of the great achieve-
ments of the Georgian age - and how it
changed our understanding of the world.
For more information see:
www.rmg.co.uk.

23. The Art & Science of Exploration,
1768-80

The Queen’s House, Greenwich
Through July 2015

An exhibition of exceptional paintings,
prints and drawings by specially com-
missioned artists on Captain Cook’s 18th-
century voyages of discovery. Cook
brought back accounts and images of
extraordinary lands, peoples, flora and
fauna. Artists played a crucial role on his
three voyages of discovery, producing
both scientific records and imaginative
responses to the unfamiliar lands that he
encountered. For more information see:
http://www.rmg.co.uk/whatson/events/a
rt-science-exploration-1768-80.

24. I Spy... Nature
National Museum 

Cardiff
Through 30 April 2015 

A hands-on, family-friendly exhibition
allowing you to experience how scien-
tists’ observations lead to new discover-
ies. Visitors can try their hand at observ-
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ing and recording nature, view natural
history objects under the microscope,
and experience how a Victorian natural-
ist sketched the natural world or how
modern technology allows scientists to
image objects in 3-D. For more informa-
tion see:
https://www.museumwales.ac.uk/what-
son/?event_id=7233  

25. 200 Years of Smith’s Map
Geological Society of London

Burlington House, London
23-25 Apr 2015

The History of Geology Group (HOGG)
is organising the 2015 annual William
Smith Conference 200 Years of Smith’s
Map to celebrate publication of the first
nationwide geological map Delineating
the Strata of England and Wales with Part
of Scotland’.
This bicentenary meeting will address

Smith’s achievements and his impact on
the state of geology in his time, his fossil
collection, his contemporaries, his rela-
tionship with the Geological Society of
London, and his various careers
including canal builder, land drainer,
mineral surveyor and lecturer. 
Confirmed keynote speakers are Prof.

Simon Knell, Prof. Hugh Torrens, and
Dr Tom Sharpe. More information can be
found on the website: 
http://www.geolsoc.org.uk/wsmith15.

26. Lost Museums
Colloquium on the Ephemerality and

Afterlives of Museum Collections
Brown University

Providence, R.I., USA
7-8 May 2015

In conjunction with the year-long exhi-
bition project examining Brown
University’s lost Jenks Museum, the John
Nicholas Brown Center for Public
Humanities and Cultural Heritage, the

Haffenreffer Museum of Anthropol-
ogy and the John Carter Brown Library
are holding a colloquium on lost arti-
facts, collections and museums.
The organisers are interested in the

process of decline and decay – the
taphonomy of institutions and collec-
tions – as a means of shedding light on
the history of museums and libraries
(considering the ways in which material
things reflect and shape the practices of
science and the humanities) and encour-
aging dialogue as museums think about
current and future collections practices.
For more information contact Steven
Lubar, lubar@brown.edu. 

The Lost Museum will be on display in
Rhode Island Hall on the Brown
University campus, 60 George Street, the
Jenks Museum’s original home, through
May 2015. For more information on
the lost Jenks Museum project see:
http://jenksmuseum.org/.

27. SPNHC 2015
Florida Museum of Natural History 

Gainesville, Florida 
27-23 May 2015

The Society for the Preservation of
Natural History Collections is holding its
30th Anniversary Meeting in Florida. The
overall theme of the conference is
“Making Natural History Collections
Accessible through New and Innovative
Approaches and Partnerships”, creating
an opportunity to link the collections to
the demands and uses these collections
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are addressing in the 21st century. In
addition, there will be a range of other
themed and open sessions. The program
for the conference is beginning to take
shape with offers to host sessions,
demos, workshops and fieldtrips. 
More information can be found on the

web site and social media sites for
SPNHC 2015, but in the meantime
please feel free to contact the organisers
at: spnhc2015@flmnh.ufl.edu, on any
SPNHC 2015 related matter.

28. Refloating the Ark
Connecting the public and scientists

with natural history museums 
Manchester Museum

University of Manchester
18-19 June 2015

This will explore how natural history
museums can contribute towards envi-
ronmental sustainability, by engaging
effectively with the public and the scien-
tific research community. For more infor-
mation contact: henry.mcghie@man-
chester.ac.uk and see: http://natureman-
chester.wordpress.com/2014/06/16/con-
ference-on-natural-history-museums-
and-environmental-sustainability-june-
2015/ 

29. Nepal: Biodiversity and
Conservation, Now and the Future

Zoological Society of London
Spring, 2016

This one-day symposium will be held
during early 2016, probably in April. The
invitation process for papers, posters and
bookings will be confirmed once the date
has been finalised.  For more informa-
tion contact: Ann Sylph, Zoological
Society of London at:
email: Library@zsl.org.

News & Information

30. Cory Lodge 
Cambridge University Botanic Garden

The Cory Library, home to the
Cambridge University Botanic Garden’s
printed collections, is open to visitors by
appointment, between 10.00am and
1.00pm, Monday to Friday. 
As well as modern monographs on

plants and the practical aspects of gar-
dening and horticulture, the collection
includes several hundred early printed
horticultural and botanical works, and
over fifty periodical titles (historic and
current). 
The library’s holdings can be searched

via the University of Cambridge’s online
catalogue LibrarySearch at:
http://search.lib.cam.ac.uk/. 
Please contact the Library Manager, Ms

Jenny Sargent, with any enquiries and to
arrange an appointment (library@botan-
ic.cam.ac.uk; 01223 332670).

31. National Trust Collections
Database

The National Trust now has nearly a mil-
lion items on its collections database.
Much of this is publicly accessible so it’s
possible to see what is at various proper-
ties, even if it’s hiddden away in store.
Currently I am helping to get the natural

News & Information

Cory Lodge, Cambridge. Courtesy of
© Jenny Sargent.



history items catalogued properly- the
first attempts were a bit inconsistent,
making searches unreliable. It’s getting
better and well worth browsing. Books
are included, as well as actual specimens. 
Go to http://www.nationaltrustcol-

lections.org.uk/. From there you can
search for ‘natural history’ in the box at
top right. (6,800+ items at 145 locations).
I have tried to get taxidermy listed sepa-
rately, but there is still some stuffed stuff
that’s listed under one of these search
headings, but not the other. 
Alternatively, you can use the A-Z

search section to check on what is at a
specific property (go to[property name],
then ‘whole collection’ then ‘natural his-
tory’). Most of the items have photo-
graphs. Some things are very obscure,
a few probably misidentified (please
tell me if you spot errors). Just browsing
the collections is an interesting exercise,
try it!

Pat Morris
pat.morris5@outlook.com

32. Bodleian uses new imaging
technology on Ferdinand Bauer

illustrations

A conservation research team at the
Bodleian Libraries is embarking on a sci-
entific study using a state-of-the-art
imaging tool to decipher the early ‘paint-
ing by numbers’ system used by the
Austrian botanical illustrator Ferdinand
Bauer (1760–1826).
The team will use advanced hyper-

spectral imaging technology, initially
developed by astrophysicists to study the
colour of stars. The new instrument will
enable researchers to identify previously
unidentified pigments and uncover
minute details of Bauer’s illustration
techniques. 
Bauer recorded colour information

about specimens by annotating prelimi-
nary pencil sketches with numerical

colour codes and then painted the
sketches at a much later date by referring
to a painted colour chart.
David Howell, Head of Conservation

Research, said: ‘… we will be able to
increase our understanding of how late
18th-century natural history artists
worked in the field ... and aim to redis-
cover Bauer’s lost colour chart for Flora
Graeca… . It will be exciting to see the
impact the hyperspectral imaging will
have on our wider collections as well,
and what other details that have been
lost over time that we will be able to
rediscover.’
Through the three-year project, the

researchers hope to learn more about the
application of hyperspectral imaging to
conservation research, and plan to share
their results with the wider research com-
munity through publications, lectures
and exhibitions.  For more information
see:  http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/bod-
ley/news/2014/sep-16 . A digital version
of Flora Graeca is available at:
http://bit.ly/1uJkr1C.

33. William Smith Online

Few men in the history of science con-
tributed as much, but are as little known,
as William Smith. He is credited with
single-handedly mapping the geology of
England and Wales over the course of 25
years, but the magnitude of his accom-
plishment has so often been underesti-
mated. Known in his lifetime as a
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surveyor, engineer, mineralogist and
geologist, above all William Smith was a
hardworking and determined man who
dedicated his life to understanding the
world beneath us all. This knowledge,
compiled through his own labour and
developed over decades, was made phys-
ical in ‘the map that changed the world’,
published nearly 200 years ago.
The Oxford University Museum has

delivered an exciting project to see the
archive of William Smith catalogued,
digitised and available online. By creat-
ing access to Smith’s collection, the
importance of his contributions to the
history of science and to modern geolog-
ical methods will be better understood,
and will also be enjoyed by a wider audi-
ence. To access the collection see:
http://www.oum.ox.ac.uk/collect/library
4.htm#WS%29. 

34. New AHRC Project on Thomas
Pennant 

(Naturalist and travel writer
1726-1798)

“Curious Travellers: Thomas Pennant
and the Welsh and Scottish Tour 1760-
1815” is a new AHRC-funded project,
jointly run by the University of Wales
Centre for Advanced Welsh and Celtic
Studies and the University of Glasgow. 
The focus of the project is on the ‘dis-

covery’ of Wales and Scotland in the
Romantic period in the wake of
Pennant’s highly successful published
tours of both countries. The aim is to
track down, catalogue and at least par-
tially transcribe Pennant’s scattered and
extensive correspondence: the resulting
database will be freely available on-line.
Pennant was a key figure in a network of
natural scientists (he is one of the
addressees, for example, in Gilbert
White’s Natural History of Selbourne), and
we would be keen to hear from  anyone
who has come across his work, or letters,

in the course of their own researches. 
We plan to have many events and

exhibitions exploring the rich mixture of
literary/visual/scientific material in the
tours, so watch this space! The project
started in September, and more details
will soon be available on our dedicated
website: for more information before
then please contact:  mary-ann.constan-
tine@cymru.ac.uk.

35. Humanities Institute
The New York Botanical Garden

The NYBG has created a Humanities
Institute within the LuEsther T. Mertz
Library - that aims to bridge the divide
between the arts and sciences, bringing
together scholarship relating to nature,
landscape, and the built environment.
The purpose of the Institute is to

form an intellectual community of stu-
dents, visiting scholars, and graduate fel-
lows, whose research involve innovative,
interdisciplinary approaches to areas of
landscape and garden design, urbanism,
ecology, art, architecture, and cultural
history, and other subjects that form part
of the environmental humanities.

Starting in 2015, the Institute will
sponsor year-long Mellon fellowships for
emerging pre- and post-doctoral
researchers from around the world inter-
ested in a broad range of disciplines. The
program will facilitate the completion of
dissertation research that will make a sig-
nificant and original contribution to
cross-disciplinary studies in the humani-
ties. A Visiting Scholars program will
make available several short-term resi-
dencies for established scholars seeking
to advance their research in these new
directions. For more information con-
tact: Vanessa Bezemer Sellers at:
vsellers@nybg.org. For more information
see:
http://www.nybg.org/education/mertz-
library/humanities/index.php.
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36. Hunt Institute for Botanical
Information

The Hunt Institute has a new website at
www.huntbotanical.org. As well as incor-
porating most of the previous content,
the site has been augmented with
exciting additional content. 
All issues of Huntia, the journal of

botanical history, and the Bulletin
newsletter, are now available online as
PDFs. Other relevant, out-of-print
publications will be added soon. 
Descriptions are available for every

exhibition since the first public one in
1963. Publicity images and checklists
will be added in the coming months. We
added Virtues and Pleasures of Herbs
through History to the Exhibitions Online
section and revamped Botanists’ Art.
Order from Chaos will be undergoing a
content review and redesign in the
future. 
Our existing databases have been

upgraded. We are pleased to announce
the launch of the long-awaited Archives’
database, Register of Botanical Biography
and Iconography. We continue to add
thumbnail images to the Catalogue of
the Botanical Art Collection at the Hunt
Institute database. The public domain
images will soon be available in a
separate database to speed downloading.
Our marketing information has been
collected in an aptly named section
where we invite everyone to “Get
Involved” with the Institute.

Scarlett T. Townsend

37. News from NatSCA

Over the last year the Natural Sciences
Collections Association (NatSCA) has
been working hard to rise to the chal-
lenges posed by an increasingly difficult
climate for collections. Advocacy has
been a key focus and at the joint Society
for the Preservation of Natural History

Collections (SPNHC), Geological
Curators Group (GCG) and NatSCA
meeting in Cardiff in June, we chaired a
session in which natural scientists from
around the world got together to
consider next steps for the sector. As part
of this process, SPNHC, GCG and
NatSCA signed a Memorandum of
Understanding, with the intent of
working more closely on ways to effec-
tively communicate the value of natural
history collections.
The session ended with the NatSCA

AGM, which saw a new Chair and
Secretary come into post and the NatSCA
committee voluntarily shrink by seven
members in order to streamline its oper-
ations and reduce the significant costs
associated with travel for committee
meetings. The valuable support offered
by the committee members who have
stepped down has not been lost
however, as they continue filling active
voluntary roles to support the work
NatSCA is doing. This non-committee
support network is something that
NatSCA sees as a valuable resource for
supporting the sector and we hope to
further develop it over the coming
months.
The AGM also saw a vote for

increased membership fees, from £15 to
£20 for ordinary members (other types of
membership will also change according-
ly). This is the first increase since NatSCA
was formed 11 years ago and, as with
shrinking the size of the committee, it is
intended to counteract the effect of
inflation on NatSCA’s accounts and
provide the financial base needed to
continue our increased levels of activity.
A few examples of that activity over

the last few months include introducing
Paypal and Eventbrite to enable online
payments and bookings; making an
indexed back catalogue of publications
by article going back to the 1970s freely
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available on our website
(http://natsca.org/pubs) – including the
1999 Carter & Walker Care and
Conservation of Natural History Collections
(http://natsca.org/care-and-conserva-
tion); organising a taxidermy mini-con-
ference, and development of an active
forward programme of training opportu-
nities. We are also continuing with our
existing Nature Data partnership project,
and have been working to share infor-
mation about our crowdsourcing project,
Natural History Near You.
(http://www.natsca.org/NHNearYou).
Much of this has been made possible

by the support of Justine Aw, who has
been working for NatSCA with funds
from the Arts Council that were sought
to develop a stable infrastructure and
strategic plan for the Association. Now
that we have more robust systems in
place and a better sense of strategic goals,
our next steps are to develop a bid for
further Arts Council funding to engage
in much greater levels of sector support
in collaboration with, or working along-
side, other Subject Specialist Networks.

Paolo Viscardi
Horniman Museum & Gardens

38. Wuppertal shutters natural
history museum

Wuppertal in the western German
province of North Rhine-Westphalia is a
city of 340,000 population best known
outside Germany, if known at all, as the
birthplace of Friedrich Engels.
Technology historians marvel at its
unique, century-old public-transport
network of hanging monorails, the
Schwebebahn; zoo enthusiasts endorse
its remarkable zoo. 
Until recently it also boasted

Germany’s fourth-oldest natural history
museum, if apparently never a particu-
larly impressive one. It was established,
like many in Europe, by a local natural

history society in the mid-nineteenth
century. In 1892, the society’s collec-
tions were transferred to a municipal
institution, named after the society’s
founder, Johann Carl Fuhlrott (1803 –
1877), the “discoverer” of Neanderthal
man. The museum subsequently
changed addresses a couple of times,
before being put up in 1967 in a nonde-
script, modern building adjacent to the
adult high school (Volkshochschule). 
Wuppertal lies at the southern edge

of the Rhine-Ruhr industrial conurba-
tion, a region roughly equivalent in
character and development to the
North of England. De-industrialisation
has taken its toll, and the city over the
years has slashed its budget for culture
and the arts. In 2008, the museum was
shut down to permit expansion of the
adult high school, and its various col-
lections were “lent” to other natural his-
tory museums throughout Germany.
Under the terms of the loans, a loan
turns into a gift if not requested back by
the end of 2014. 
For a while it was hoped and

expected that the Fuhlrott Museum
could be re-established in a large, listed
building belonging to and adjacent to
the entrance of the zoo. Before renova-
tion and restoration of the late nine-
teenth-century structure could be com-
pleted, however, the director of the zoo,
a zoologist, went into retirement, to be
succeeded by a veterinarian with no
interest in housing a natural history
museum. As the city of Wuppertal has
other priorities, the phase-out of the
170-year old Fuhlrott Museum is now a
foregone conclusion. Not that it should
be a consolation, Wuppertal also shut-
tered its municipal theatre.

Herman Reichenbach
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39. UK Medical Heritage Library
project

The Wellcome Library and Jisc have
announced their nine UK research
library partners for the UK Medical
Heritage Library project. These libraries
will be making their historic collections
available for digitisation alongside the
Wellcome Library’s own 19th century
works. The partners are: UCL (University
College London); University of Leeds;
University of Glasgow; London School of
Hygiene & Tropical Medicine; King’s
College London; University of Bristol;
Royal College of Physicians of London;
Royal College of Physicians of
Edinburgh; and  Royal College of
Surgeons of England.
Relevant works will be selected by the

partner libraries from their historic book
and pamphlet collections, representing a
broad selection of works from across
medicine, health, and related subjects.
The Internet Archive will carry out all the
digitisation work in a new scanning cen-
tre at the Wellcome Library that will
accommodate over 2,000 items per
month. From October, these will start to
become available online as part of the
Medical Heritage Library collection on
the Internet Archive website and via the
Wellcome Library catalogue.
More detail on the project and the
library partners can be found here:
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/
Media-office/Pressreleases/2014/
WTP056966.htm

40. Digitised French Geology

The Parisian mining school, which
opened in 1794, has now placed a num-
ber of manuscript and printed resources
from its archive online in digitised form.
For more information see: 
http://patrimoine.mines-paristech.fr.

41. Database of Scientific Illustrators
1450 -1950

This useful resource provided by the
University of Stuttgart covers more than
8, 600 illustrators active in natural histo-
ry, medicine, technology and various sci-
ences in more than 75 countries roughly
between 1450 and 1950. For more infor-
mation see:
http://www.uni-stuttgart.de/hi/gnt/dsi2/
index.php?function=show_static_page&
id_static_page=1&table_name=dsi

42. Zoological Bibliography
A young journal in transition

Attention is drawn to recent changes in
the mode of publication of the peer-
reviewed journal Zoological Bibliography
(ZB), launched in 2010. ZB’s primary
objective is to publish research address-
ing correct scientific nomenclature and
authorship within the animal kingdom
(including fossils and ichnotaxa), and as
such, its scope includes determination of
dates of available names and nomenclat-
ural acts such as proposals of nomina
nova, new combinations and First-
Reviser name-selections (if within a
broader paper), but descriptions of new
taxa are not accepted. The International
Commission on Zoological Nomenclature
(ICZN) has a difficult and laborious task
in maintaining lists of valid available
names, but, with the explicit support of
the ICZN, ZB is fast developing as a
valuable source of scholarly work con-
tributing to this effort. Evidence regard-
ing nomenclatural issues may be derived
from bibliographical research in its
widest sense, including studies of
editions, printing and publishing
history, biographical details of authors
and artists, and indeed any other
relevant sources. Illustrative evidence,
including coloured images, is encour-
aged. ZB particularly emphasizes the
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importance of the link between biblio-
graphical work and its nomenclatural
consequences.
Until fairly recently, the ICZN has

required nomenclatural acts to be pub-
lished in printed form to be accepted as
valid, but this is no longer mandatory, so
electronic publication is acceptable. The
response of ZB has been to initiate a new
publishing model. Having completed its
first two volumes (2010-2013), ZB will
no longer be published in print. Instead,
it is now an online, open-access journal
only, offering the probably unique com-
bination of features that authors are not
asked for page charges, yet retain their
own copyright. Open access is available
only to individual papers via the Aves
Press website; online access to complete
volumes is financed by a modest
subscription of £20 (+20% VAT) per
volume of at least 160 pages, although
the printed volumes 1 and 2 will remain
open access online as hitherto. Published
papers will be promptly available to their
authors as PDFs, with no restrictions on
distribution or inclusion on personal
websites. It is aimed to publish accepted
papers within six months of submission;
hence issues will vary in length and will
appear irregularly, whenever sufficient
material becomes available. Length of a
paper will not unreasonably be limited;
content will be agreed with authors so
that what needs to be published will be
published, without having to deposit
supplementary material on the journal’s
website. Every issue will be registered
with ZooBank, which subsumes the
ICZN’s Official Register of Zoological
Nomenclature.
Although, so far, most papers have

involved birds or insects, the editor
would be pleased to receive submissions
on any other taxonomic groups. On-line
registration for subscriptions will be
available on the website soon. For further

information on ZB and access to vol-
umes 1 and 2, please visit:
http://www.avespress.com/featured-peri-
odicals/

Edward C. Dickinson
Acting Editor

A Good Read

43. Gina Douglas talks about The
Insect World of J. Henri Fabre

The Insect World of J. Henri Fabre translat-
ed by Alexander Teixeira de Mattos, with
an introduction and interpretive com-
ments by Edwin Way Teale, foreword by
Gerald Durrell; Boston, Beacon Press,
reprint, originally published 1949. ISBN
0-070-8513-8.
A question by a friend about parasitic

wasps and bees in the south of France
sent me off to my bookshelf to find the
works of Jean-Henri Fabre, the peasant
born French schoolteacher, whose pio-
neering work on insect behaviour was
done in his holidays and on retirement
at Sérignan his rural retreat near Orange,
in the valley of the Rhone.
Fabre’s work was published in French

in a multiple volume series called
Souvenirs Entomologiques but made popu-
lar in English through the beautiful prose
translations of Alexander Teixeira de
Mattos, although there were other trans-
lators for some selections of his work.

20

A Good Read

Jean-Henri Fabre,
1880, photograph
by Nadar.



Both Fabre and his translator use simple
scientific terms, but Fabre does use
generic names to identify the creatures
he is describing, and the edition above
has introductory comments for each
chapter to help the reader, especially the
North American reader, understand what
they are. 
The chosen selection of 40 stories

range from accounts of his observational
methods and early memories to detailed
studies of instinct, reproduction and
behaviour. He sends the pine procession-
ary caterpillars in a closed loop around
the top of a large vase to see if any of
them have the sense to move away but it
takes them over seven days, without
food and in cold conditions, for the file
to break and the surviving remnants
return to their nest. He tests, and some-
times disproves, the observations of oth-
ers and in his minimal “laboratory” of a
greenhouse with insects kept under
mesh food covers, watches the courtship
of scorpions. 
Other editions of his work offer

different selections, sometimes with
illustrations. The Passionate observer, writ-
ings from the world of Nature, by
Jean-Henri Fabre, has watercolours by
Marlene McLoughlin, Chronicle Books,
San Francisco, 1998 ISBN 0-8118-0935-8.
It limits itself to seven chapters but gives
a feel for the landscape and the look of
the various creatures. It also has notes to
help the reader.  The other one on my
shelves is The life of the spider, one of a
series of his works published by Hodder
and Stougton, in 1912. This has the
Alexander Teixeira de Mattos text, but
with a preface by Maurice Maeterlinck. 
If your travels take you to southern

Europe, then Fabre will help explain just
what is going on in the world of
carpenter bees, crickets, cicadas, beetles
and spiders you may meet in house and
countryside.

Notes & Queries  

44. Some notes on Edwin Brown,
Victorian naturalist and banker

The following notes are in response to
Robert Brown’s request for information
about his ancestor Edwin Brown (1818?-
1876), the nineteenth-century amateur
naturalist and bank employee from
Burton-on-Trent (Brown, R. in SHNH
Newsletter, no. 106, pp. 24-26). They
enlarge a little on some of the research
leads mentioned therein.
In 1863 was published by John Van

Voorst a now scarce volume (royal 8vo,
257 � 161mm, pp. xv + 408) entitled The
natural history of Tutbury together with the
fauna and flora of the district surrounding
Tutbury and Burton-on-Trent. Some
sources attribute this book solely to Sir
Oswald Mosley (1785-1871), 2nd

Baronet, of Ancoats (the paternal great-
great-grandfather of the notorious
founder of the British Union of Fascists,
Sir Oswald Mosley (1896-1980), 6th

Baronet). However, the title-page clearly
shows both Mosley and Edwin Brown to
be the authors. Even so, the order of
authorship does not truly reflect their
relative contributions. In fact, Mosley
wrote only the section on the Natural
History of Tutbury, occupying pp. 1-82
(see preface, p. [v]-vi), whilst Brown con-
tributed the bulk of the work comprising
the accounts of the fauna, flora and
mineralogy of the environs of Tutbury
and Burton-on-Trent on pp. 83-406.
Mosley, as editor, intended the book to
convey “a tolerably correct idea of the
Natural History of our Midland
Counties” (preface, p. vi).
Explicit indications of Brown’s

authorship occur within the text; on p.
[83] for “Fauna of the neighbourhood of
Burton-on-Trent” (pp. [83] -230); on p.
[231] for “The flora of the district
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surrounding Tutbury and Burton-on-
Trent” (pp. [231] - 364), incorporating
notes by the Revs Andrew Bloxam and
W. H. Coleman; and on p. [365] for “A
sketch of the mineralogy of the neigh-
bourhood of Burton-on-Trent” (pp. [365]
- 377). The index to localities (pp. [378] -
382) was presumably also compiled by
Brown. No authorship is explicitly stated
for the appendix, which comprises “The
red-eyed flycatcher” (pp. 385-388), “The
speckled tortoise” (pp. 389-392), and
“On the genus Acentropus” (pp. 393-
406). However, from the context, Brown
may be inferred to be the author. This is
confirmed by the issuing of the second
and third appendix articles (at least) as
offprints with printed wrappers bearing
Brown’s name.
These offprints are extremely rare.

The British Library seems to be the only
UK library holding a copy of pp. 389-392
and plate 7, in pale-green printed wrap-
pers bearing the amended title “On the
occurrence | of the | speckled tortoise, | at
large in England | by | Edwin Brown,
F.G.S. | from the | Natural History of
Tutbury | 1863” (shelf-mark,
1826.c.18.(1.)). I possess one of only two
recorded examples (the other is in the
Hope Library at Oxford, shelf-mark,
Offprints and Pamphlets: 3788) of an off-
print of pp. 393-406 with plates 8 and 9,
in pale-green printed wrappers, entitled
“On the genus | Acentropus, | by | Edwin
Brown. | From the | Natural History of
Tutbury. | 1863.” Interestingly, it bears
the inscription “Monsr Guénée with the
authors compts [sic]”; Brown had previ-
ously sent specimens of Acentropus moth
pupae to Guénée (see p. 400). The off-
prints are demonstrably of the same
type-setting as that of the original vol-
ume, retaining the original pagination
and signatures, but are trimmed down to
240 � 154mm.
The production of the nine plates is

of some interest. The first five are chro-
molithographs, which unfortunately
bear no attributions to the original
artist(s), but were all “Printed in colors by
Hullmandel & Walton”. The four other
plates, illustrating the appendix, were
printed by W. West. Plate 6 is a chro-
molithograph of a bird, Vireosylva oli-
vacea Bonaparte (the red-eyed flycatch-
er), drawn on the stone by J. Wolf; plate
7 is a common lithograph of a terrapin,
Lutremys europaea Gray (the speckled tor-
toise), drawn on the stone by G. H. Ford;
and plates 8 and 9 are common litho-
graphs of life-cycle stages of various
species of Acentropus moths, originally
drawn by E. Brown and put on the stone
by E. Smith.
A few autograph letters from Edwin

Brown are known. Two letters to Charles
Darwin are held by Cambridge
University Library (Darwin
Correspondence Database nos 3983 and
7601). They address such varied topics as
the mutability of species; the great per-
centage of female illegitimate births
compared with legitimate; and clothing
accounting for hairlessness of humans.
The online editorial notes for no. 3983
currently state that this letter discusses
the offprint “On the genus Acentropus”
(URL: http://www.darwinproject.ac.uk/
entry-3983 accessed 14 May 2014), but
this is an error (the editorial staff have
undertaken to correct the website in due
course).
There are also six letters to Hugh

Strickland, held by the Cambridge
University Museum of Zoology (CUMZ),
and 35 of Brown’s birds are in the
Strickland collection (see pp. 58-59, 348
of Calendar of the scientific correspondence
of Hugh Edwin Strickland in the University
Museum of Zoology, Cambridge by L. C.
Rookmaaker, 2010). Apparently, Brown
was one of the founders of the Burton-
on-Trent Natural History Society in 1841.



Originally a curator of the museum,
opened in 1842 under the auspices of
Mosley, by 1849 he had decided to retire
from the post. Before that, however, he
had already transferred his current bird
collection to the museum, which was
later maintained personally by Mosley
and Robert Thornewill.  After
Thornewill’s death in 1858, Mosley
moved the collection some time before
1867 to his seat, Rolleston Hall, from
where it was further dispersed in stages
between the 1920s and 1970s (see pp.
147-156 of A history of the county of
Stafford, vol. 9 Burton-upon-Trent, edited
by N. J. Tringham, 2003). 
The CUMZ also possesses a

“Catalogue of a sale of a large collection
of insects, etc. at J. C. Stevens (formed by
Edwin Brown); names of purchasers and
prices added to printed catalogue by
David Sharp, 1877” (see item 80.18 on p.
52 of Natural history manuscript resources
in the British Isles by G. D. R. Bridson, V.
C. Phillips & A. P. Harvey, 1980). The
posthumous auction on 9, 10 & 12
March 1877 included British and foreign
insects, and British plants, shells and
birds (see p. 111 of Natural history auc-
tions 1700-1972 by J. M. Chalmers-Hunt,
1976, where three other copies of the
auction catalogue are noted).
Brown was a Fellow of the Geological

Society from 2 December 1863 to his
death in 1876, but apart from his
election form, the society apparently
possesses no other documents relevant
to him. Since Brown used the post-nom-
inal “F.G.S.” on one of the offprints from
The natural history of Tutbury, they were
apparently issued separately during
December 1863. However, the original
book was probably published between 28
July 1863 (the date of Mosley’s preface)
and 2 December 1863, as Brown’s
“F.G.S.” does not appear on its title-page.
Some of Brown’s journal articles are

included in the Royal Society of
London’s Catalogue of scientific papers,
but the list is very far from complete.

R. B. Williams
ray.coxitec@tesco.net

45. The origins of H. Hedley Mitchell
in England

Hedley Mitchell was the Taxidermist and
Ornithologist for the province of
Saskatchewan, hired by and working
under Fred Bradshaw, Chief Game
Guardian, in Regina, Saskatchewan from
1913 to March 20, 1933. We guess he was
born about 1868, since he reached the
statutory age of retirement (65) in 1933.
Mitchell was author of “Birds of
Saskatchewan”, special number of The
Canadian Field-Naturalist 38(6): 100-119,
May 1924, and published separately as
Catalogue of the Birds of Saskatchewan by
the Department of Agriculture that
month. He retired to British Columbia. 
When hired in 1913, Mitchell was a

taxidermist in Toronto, Ontario. He was
knowledgeable about birds and adept in
preparing scientific study skins, an art he
probably learned in England, most likely
from an expert in a museum. 
Can anyone provide, for the two-vol-

ume Birds of Saskatchewan, details of H.
Hedley Mitchell’s British background?
C. Stuart Houston

stuart.houston@usask.ca
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada

46. A challenge to accuracy
for authors of popular natural

history books

Popularizers of science constantly face
dilemmas in compressing a breadth of
knowledge into accurate, accessible,
affordable and attractive formats. A key
consideration concerns illustrations
(Moore 2010). It should be a truth uni-
versally acknowledged that authors and
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illustrators of natural history themes
alike strive for accuracy at all times.1

An interest in the way in which the
popularization of marine natural history
has developed in British publishing
(Moore 2014) led to my noticing some
specifics regarding aquatic themes,
especially so far as treatment of the
amphipod Crustacea (my taxon of
specialist interest) is concerned.
Amphipod crustaceans, variously
described as beach fleas, beach-hoppers,
sand-hoppers (all rather inadequate
names) or simply shrimps (scuds in
America) are common organisms in
marine and freshwaters (a few even are
terrestrial) yet they are less familiar to the
layperson than crabs, lobsters and
crayfish. So errors in their depiction or
description are less likely to register with
the non-expert. Being relatively small
and of a quite complex body form (see
figure above) they are difficult to draw
accurately, so it is interesting to see just
how well they have been served by illus-
trators of popular natural history titles
over the years. 
The earliest authors can be forgiven

for their less satisfactory drawings
lacking, as they did, the advantage of
adequate optical instrumentation. Thus,
memorably, Guillaume Rondelet
(1507–1566) in presenting the first-
known figure of an amphipod
(Gammarus, Orchestia?) seems to have

interpreted its morphology back to front
(see Stebbing 1888). In pre-Linnaean
times, even whether natural history
illustrations were printed back-to-front
was a matter of indifference; standards of
accuracy only began to improve
mid-eighteenth century (Allmon 2007).
Since the nineteenth century, however,
specialist monographs and textbooks
have given accurate depictions of
amphipods; so there is little excuse for
illustrators being slipshod in the way
they represent these creatures, even in
cheaper popular works. 
The worst amphipod example of

which I am aware, that is incorrect in
almost every way, is figure 31 “The fresh-
water shrimp” in How to know pond life
(Daglish 1934: 93). Not only do the
thoracic limbs there not show the
characteristic ‘amphipodous’ condition
characteristic of the group, but also they
do not match-up with segmental
boundaries either (indeed the body
tagmatization is quite incorrect); the
antennal form is wrong and the telson
looks more like that of a decapod
shrimp. Elsewhere, I have praised
Daglish’s scraper-board illustrations of
birds (Moore 2011) while commenting
(p 233) that some of his pen-and-ink
drawings (notably when using impres-
sionistic vignettes of organisms to fill-in
spaces at chapter ends) were often
“distinctly sketchy.” Such an approach
can be defended as artistry but not when
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Gammarus duebeni (from Green (1968);
courtesy of University of Washington Press).

“The freshwater shrimp” (from How to see
pond life by Eric Fitch Daglish (1934, figure 31)
published by Orion Publishing Group
(incorporating J. & M. Dent and Sons Ltd).
All attempts by Orion at tracing the copyright
holder have been unsuccessful).



the figure is supposed to be an actual
depiction of the organism in question.
Barrett and Yonge’s more recent Collins
guide to the sea shore (1958), normally a
reliable guide, proved an easy way to
spot drawings of Bathyporeia pelagica oft
plagiarized by undergraduates in their
laboratory notebooks since it was shown
therein (plate IX) as possessing one too
few peraeon segments (Moore 2010). 
Is it acceptable, because they are less

familiar to tyros, that such organisms
can be portrayed less accurately than
others? That few of an intended reader-
ship might notice is surely no excuse.
Lady Eleanor Fenn (1743–1813) long ago
(Fenn 1783) proclaimed that there
should be no deceit in children’s reading
matter: “tell them plain, simple truth”
(Quayle 1971: 49). That same
prescription should apply to illustra-
tions. As Ford (1992: 199) lamented: “...
it is certainly true that some of the
exciting drawings made by pioneers in a
fervour of adventure and innovation
many centuries ago are better, by far,
than the dispirited and uninspiring
diagrams that we can find today.”
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47. A Hero of Marine Biology
Sir Frederick Stratten Russell

(1897-1984)

Volunteers are still needed for the com-
pletion of a project at the Royal Society:
to scan a collection of Sir Frederick’s
personal and scientific materials, to be
made available online. The collection
includes some of his watercolours, letters
from friends, and documents about his
awards and scientific interests. A modest
contribution to travel costs would be
available. For further information please
contact the Archivist of the Royal Society
(Joanna.Corden@royalsociety.org). 
Sir Frederick was born at Bridport and

grew up by the sea in Dorset and
Cornwall. From his father’s  preparatory
school  he went to Oundle School, and
after the Great War to Cambridge. The
early classical education from his father
enriched his natural style. His parents
encouraged a fine artistic talent which he
developed to good use, and each of them
had a lasting influence on his leisure
pursuits. He shared his father’s enjoy-
ment of fishing all his life, at home or on
holiday in good company. 
He was a hero of both World Wars.

He served with distinction during 1916-
18 in the RNAS and the  RAF, for which
he received the DSC, DFC and French
Croix de Guerre (with Palme). During
1940-45 he served in RAF Intelligence as
Wing Commander.
His scientific career was influenced

by Cambridge (Zoology 1919-1922), and
by early studies at the Plymouth
Laboratory. In 1923 he married Gweneth
Moy Thomas, just before sailing to Egypt
to take up a post as Assistant Director of
Fisheries Research. In 1924 he was
appointed to the staff of the Plymouth
Laboratory and worked there until he
retired. In 1928 he joined the Great
Barrier Reef Expedition (C.M.Yonge’s
plankton team) for 6 months with his

wife. His first book “The Seas” (1928) co-
authored by Russell and Yonge, is an
enthusiastic introduction of remarkable
clarity and breadth by two remarkable
young scientists.
Sir Frederick’s seminal work at

Plymouth on diurnal rhythms and distri-
bution of planktonic species underpins
much of today’s research. He was elected
FRS in 1938.  After the devastation of
WW2 he returned from London and
served for 20 years as Director of the
Plymouth Laboratory (1945-65). He
restored and developed the Laboratory,
its vessels, library, and  great research
potential with untiring vigour, while at
the same time pursuing his own work on
the taxonomy and biology of British
Medusae (Vol 1 (1953); Vol 2 (1970)),
and the development of young fish
(1976). He gained many scientific
awards. As leader and administrator he
was notably approachable and friendly
and kept up a wide personal correspon-
dence. He enjoyed his leisure with zest
and his retirement was long and fruitful.
After the death of his wife in 1978 he
moved to a retirement home not far
from his son.

Publisher’s Announcements

48. Of Green Leaf, Bird, and Flower
Artists’ Books and the Natural World

Elisabeth Fairman
Yale Center for British Art, 2014
248 pp., 250 colour + b/w illus.
ISBN: 978-0300204247 (hb)
£40, US$70.
Highlighting an
enduring interest in
natural history from
the 16th century to the
present, this gorgeous
book explores depic-
tions of the natural
world, from centuries-
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old manuscripts to contemporary artists’
books.  It examines the scientific pursuits
in the 18th and 19th centuries that result-
ed in the collecting and cataloguing of
the natural world.  It also investigates the
aesthetically oriented activities of self-
taught naturalists in the 19th century,
who gathered flowers, ferns, seaweed,
feathers, and other naturalia into
albums.  
Examples of 20th- and 21st-century

artists’ books, including those of Eileen
Hogan, Mandy Bonnell, and Tracey
Bush, broaden the vision of the natural
world to incorporate its interaction with
consumer culture and with modern
technologies.  Featuring dazzling illustra-
tions, the book itself is designed to evoke
a fieldwork notebook, and features a
collection pocket and ribbon markers.

49. The History of Zoos and
Aquariums From Royal Gifts to

Biodiversity Conservation

Gordon McGregor Reid & Geoffrey Moore
(eds) 
Chester Zoo - The North of England
Zoological Society, 2014
158 pp. illus.
ISBN: 978-1871271058 (pb) £20
Available from: The North of England
Zoological Society (Chester Zoo)
Zoological Gardens, Caughall Road,
Chester CH2 1LH. 
T. +44 (0)1244 380280.

Modern zoos and aquariums attract
more than 700 million visitors every year
worldwide and contribute more than
US$350 million to conservation projects.
The History of Zoos and Aquariums: From
Royal gifts to Biodiversity Conservation cel-
ebrates the 75th Anniversary of SHNH -
the Society for the History of Natural
History in 2012 and the 80th Anniversary
of Chester Zoo in 2014.  Published with
the support of Chester Zoo, The Society

for the History of Natural History, The
Linnean Society of London, The Bartlett
Society and the World Association of
Zoos and Aquariums, these accounts by
Historians of Science, Museologists and
Zoo and Aquarium workers document
zoos and aquariums in the past and pres-
ent, peace and war.
This publication explains their origins

in antiquity and how they evolved into
organisations for public leisure, educa-
tion and science, becoming committed
to biodiversity conservation and sustain-
able futures. Edited by Gordon Mcgregor
Reid, former Director of Chester Zoo and
Geoffrey Moore, past president of the
Society for the History of Natural
History.

50. John Scouler (c1804-1871), Sottish
Naturalist

A life, with two voyages

E. Charles Nelson
(with a contribution on
the history of the
Andersonian Museum
in Glasgow by Maggie
Reilly & Richard
Sutcliffe)
Glasgow Natural
History Society, 2014
152 pp., illus.
ISBN: 978-0956529510 (pb) £11
Available from Glasgow Natural History
Society, c/o Graham Kerr Building,
University of Glasgow, Glasgow,
G12 8QQ.

John Scouler (c1804-1871) made a
remarkable two-year journey to
Northwest America (1824-26) discover-
ing plants and animals while travelling
through the Atlantic and Pacific oceans
to his destination, the Columbia River.
His companion was the Glasgow
botanist David Douglas where they dis-
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covered many plants new to science. 
Scouler then went to India, adding to

his collections which helped found the
Andersonian Museum in Glasgow. When
not travelling he was Professor at
Anderson’s College and in Dublin. His
work contributed to anthropology, natu-
ral history and geology - truly a “man of
parts”. The book describes the adven-
tures and his legacy to natural science.

51. Wallace, Darwin, and the Origin
of Species

James T. Costa 
Harvard University Press, 2014
352 pp. 7 halftones, 35 line illustrations,
1 map, 7 tables 
ISBN: 978-0674729698 (hb) 
£29.95, US$39.95, €36
Charles Darwin is often credited with
discovering evolution through natural
selection, but the idea was not his alone.
The naturalist Alfred Russel Wallace,
working independently, saw the same
process at work in the natural world and
elaborated much the same theory. Their
important scientific contributions made
both men famous in their lifetimes, but
Wallace slipped into obscurity after his
death, while Darwin’s renown grew.
Dispelling the misperceptions that con-
tinue to paint Wallace as a secondary fig-
ure, James Costa reveals the two natural-
ists as true equals in advancing one of
the greatest scientific discoveries of all
time.
Analysing Wallace’s “Species

Notebook,” Costa shows how Wallace’s
methods and thought processes paral-
leled Darwin’s, yet inspired insights
uniquely his own. Kept during his
Southeast Asian expeditions of the
1850s, the notebook is a window into
Wallace’s early evolutionary ideas. It
records his evidence-gathering, critiques
of anti-evolutionary arguments, and
plans for a book on “transmutation.”

Most important, it demonstrates conclu-
sively that natural selection was not
some idea Wallace stumbled upon, as is
sometimes assumed, but was the culmi-
nation of a decade-long quest to solve
the mystery of the origin of species.

Wallace, Darwin, and the Origin of
Species also reexamines the pivotal
episode in 1858 when Wallace sent
Darwin a manuscript announcing his
discovery of natural selection, prompt-
ing a joint public reading of the two
men’s papers on the subject. Costa’s
analysis of the “Species Notebook”
shines a new light on these readings, fur-
ther illuminating the independent
nature of Wallace’s discoveries.

52. Charles Darwin and Lucía Sapiens
Lessons on the origin and evolution

of species

Margarita Hernández Laille
Carlos Arques Soler (illustrator)
Prologue by Janet Browne
UNED, 2014
137pp., colour illustrations 
ISBN: 978-8436267099 (pb) 
£20  

The story in this
book takes place in a
school where, once a
year, during the
month which coin-
cides with the
anniversary of
Charles Darwin’s
birth, the story of
evolution is taught
in an interdisciplinary manner, across
every subject. Fifteen-year-old Lucía
Sapiens creeps into every corner of its
pages. By asking questions, in the style of
a 19th-century education movement
known as the ‘Science of Common
Things’, she gets her teachers - who use a
learning method devised by the author -
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to reveal details about Darwin’s family
situation, his affinity for natural history,
his experience at school and university,
and his expedition around the world on
board HMS Beagle, providing us with a
detailed explanation of the theory of
evolution by natural selection. Lucía
Sapiens represents all those young stu-
dents who are keen to find out where liv-
ing creatures come from and understand
how we arrived where we are today. At
the end of the book, a pedagogical and
illustrated Quiz Game title ‘Getting to
know Darwin’ is included.

53. Exhibiting Animals in
Nineteenth-Century Britain

Empathy, Education, Entertainment

Helen Cowie
Palgrave Macmillan, 2014
272 pp. 
ISBN: 978-1137384430 (hb)
£60.95, US$109
In an era of overseas exploration and
imperial expansion, exotic animals were
among the many foreign commodities to
appear on British soil. They were a source
of fascination to people across the social
spectrum and served simultaneously as
objects of entertainment, enlightenment
and reflection. Focusing on zoos and
travelling menageries in the period 1800-
1880, Exhibiting Animals in Nineteenth-
Century Britain explores how contempo-
raries thought about rare animals, where
they encountered them and what sym-
bolic, pedagogic and scientific value they
attached to them. Helen Cowie uses ani-
mal exhibitions as a vehicle through
which to examine issues of race, class,
gender and colonialism. She devotes par-
ticular attention to travelling
menageries, whose appeal transcended
social boundaries and whose star
exhibits included female lion tamers,
‘ravenous hyenas’ and pistol-firing
elephants.

54. Under Glass
A Victorian Obsession

John Whitenight
Schiffer Publishing, Ltd., 2013 
288 pp., illus.
ISBN: 978-
0764344077 (hb)
£68; US$90
For years John has
had an almost obses-
sive enthusiasm for
things in glass
domes. This elegant
book shares that
enthusiasm and
describes artificial
flowers (in wax, paper, wool and glass),
taxidermy, wax fruit, shells, skeleton
leaves, automata and a host of other del-
icate ornamental Victorian things that
were displayed in glass domes. The text
offers a scholarly insight into the way
these things were made and their popu-
larity, illustrated with hundreds of beau-
tiful images.  The book costs US$90 and
is a sumptuous production, 280+ large
pages all in colour. But it is heavy too
and would cost a lot to order single
copies from the States. It is available
cheaper via the UK agent- sales@gazelle-
books.co.uk and is well worth it.  

Pat Morris

New & Recent Publications

Many thanks to everyone who con-
tributes material to this section. May I
just remind you to forward details of
your own publications as well as those of
general interest. Please include as many
publication details as possible: such as
publisher, date and ISBN.
Anderson, T. J. (2013) Aepyornis as moa:
giant birds as global connections in
nineteenth-century science.  British J. Hist.

New & Recent Publications
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Science 46: 675-693.
Anderson, T. R. (2013) The Life of David
Lack: Father of Evolutionary Ecology.  OUP
USA.  256pp. ISBN: 978-0199922642 (hb).
£37.50, US$62.
Baglione, G. et al. (2014) Méduses -
Jellyfish - Charles-Alexandre Lesueur.
Editions MKF. 168pp., illustr. ISBN: 979-
1092305142 (hb). €59.90. [Bilingual
edition French-English.]
Baione, T. (ed) (2012) Natural Histories.
Sterling. 176pp. ISBN: 978-1402791499
(hb). £30.
Bettini, M. (2013) Women and Weasels:
Mythologies of Birth in Ancient Greece and
Rome. Univ. of Chicago Press. 368 pp.
ISBN: 978-0226044743. £45.50.
Brotton, J. (2014) Great maps. Dorling
Kindersley. 256pp. illus. ISBN: 978-
1409345718 (hb). £13.60. 
Brown, T. (2014) Zoo proliferation - The
first British zoos from 1831 - 1840, Der
zoologische Garten [new series] 83: 17 - 27.
Cocker. M. & Tipling, D. (2013) Birds and
people. Jonathan Cape. 592pp., illus. ISBN:
978-0224081740 (hb). £40.
Cribb, R., H. Gilbert& Tiffin, H. (2014)
Wild man from Borneo: a cultural history of
the orangutan. Univ. of Hawai’i Press.  Xii
+ 322 pp., illus. ISBN: 978-0824837143
(hb). £43.95, US$54.
Costa, J. T. (2014) Wallace, Darwin, and
the Origin of Species. Harvard U. P. 352pp.,
illus. ISBN: 978-0674729698 (hb).
£29.95, US$39.95, €36.
Cowdy, H. (2014) Unusual surprises:
conserving J. E. Smith’s correspondence.
Pulse (newsletter of the Linnean Society
of London) issue 21: 4-5. [Detailed
cataloguing and conservation of the 26
volumes of Smith letters in 2010-13
brought to light many dried and
botanical and even two beetle specimens
enclosed by correspondents.  Despite
fragmentation of some by the original
bindings or damage in the post most
remain in good condition. Keeping those

in appended packets in their contexts has
been judged the best conservation
solution.]
Cowie, H. (2011) Conquering Nature in
Spain and its Empire, 1750-1850.
Manchester U. P.  xiii+ 233 pp. ISBN: 978-
0719084935 (hb). £72.
Cowie, H. (2014) Exhibiting Animals in
Nineteenth-Century Britain. Palgrave
Macmillan. 272 pp. ISBN: 978-
1137384430 (hb). £60.95, US$109.
Cowles, H. M. (2013) Alfred Newton and
the evolution of animal protection.
British J. Hist. Science 46: 695-714.
Crane, Rosi (2013) ‘A Dangerous
Visionary’? The lectures of evolutionist T
J Parker. Journal of New  Zealand  Studies
15:36-49. Available online at:
http://ojs.victoria.ac.nz/jnzs/article/view/
2007/1829 . 
Crane, Rosi (2014) ‘‘Stomachs and Serials
in Nineteenth-Century Dunedin.’  Script
& Print 38(3):129-138. Available online
at:
http://www.academia.edu/8263869/Stom
achs_and_Serials_in_Nineteenth-
Century_Dunedin . [Both this paper and
paper above feature Thomas Jeffery Parker
(1850-1897) , the first Professor of Biology
at the University of Otago, a post he held
concurrently with that of Curator of the
University of Otago Museum.  He was
appointed in 1880 after working for
Thomas Henry Huxley (1825-1895) as
demonstrator for the previous 8 years.
The first concerns Parker’s public lectures
and the second the library that he helped
build for the Otago Institute.]
Donald, D. (2013) The art of Thomas
Bewick.  Reaktion Books. 328pp., illus.
ISBN: 978-1780231099 (hb). £40.
Dunn, R. & Higgitt, R. (2014) Finding
Longitude: How Clocks and Stars Helped
Solve the Longitude Problem. Collins.
256pp. ISBN: 978-0007525867 (hb). £17.
[Official publication of the National
Maritime Museum’s exhibition “Ships,
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Clocks and Stars: The Quest for
Longitude”.]
Duyker, E. (2014) Durmont d’Urville,
Explorer & Polymath. Otago University
Press.  664 pp., 70 photos & maps. ISBN:
978-1877578700 (hb). NZ$70.
Elliott, B. (2014) Life drawing. Illustration
38: 34-38, 10 colour illus. [History of
botanical illustration by reference to the
collections of the RHS Lindley Library.]
Fairman, E. (2014) Of Green Leaf, Bird,
and Flower, Artists’ Books and the Natural
World. Yale Center for British Art. 248pp.,
illus. ISBN: 978-0300204247(hb). £40,
US$70.
Glaubrecht, M. (2013) Am Ende des
Archipels: Alfred Russel Wallace.  Galiani.
442pp., illus. ISBN: 978-3869710709 (hb).
£24.99.
Jervis, M. A. (2013) Robert Hooke’s
Micrographia: an entomologist’s
perspective. J. Natural History 47: 15-41.
[Hooke’s  magnum opus of 1665, the year
he was appointed Professor of Geometry
at London’s Gresham College, helped to
lay the foundation of entomology.  The
accuracy of its 14 insect engravings is
assessed and contemporary taxonomic
determinations provided of the species
depicted.]
Fry, C. (2013) The plant hunters: the
adventures of the world’s greatest botanical
explorers. Univ. of Chicago Press. 63pp.,
illus. ISBN: 978-0226093314 (hb). US$30.
Gibson, S. (2012) On being an animal, or,
the eighteenth-century zoophyte
controversy in Britain. History of Science
50: 453-476.
Hernández Laille, M. (2014) Charles
Darwin and Lucía Sapiens: lessons on the
origin and evolution of species. Illustrations
by Carlos Arques Soler. UNED. 137pp.,
colour illus. ISBN: 978-8436267099 (pb).
£20.
Hernández Laille, M. (2014) Zoological
Garden of Acclimatization of the Natural
Sciences Museum in Madrid, Spain, 1858-

1869. Pp 95-99, in History of zoos and
aquariums: from royal gifts to biodiversity
conservation (Edited by G. McG Reid and
G. Moore). Chester: North of England
Zoological Society.
Hickey, K. (2013) Wolves in Ireland: a
natural and cultural history. Open Air [an
imprint of Four Courts Press]. 155pp.
ISBN: 978-1846824234 (pb). £13.95.
Holway, T. (2014) The flower of an empire:
an Amazonian water lily, the quest to make
it bloom, and the world it created. OUP. xiv
+ 306pp. ISBN: 978-0195373899 (hb).
£18.99.
Hunter, M. C. (2013) Wicked intelligence.
Visual art and the science of experiment in
Restoration  London.  Univ. of Chicago
Press. xi + 329pp. ISBN: 978-0226017297
(hb). US$55.
Kleinman, K. (2013) Systematics and the
origin of species from the viewpoint of a
botanist: Edgar Anderson prepares the
1941 Jesup Lectures with Ernst Mayr. J.
Hist. Biol. 46: 73-101. 
Knell, S. J. (2013) The great fossil enigma:
the search for the conodont animal. Indiana
U. P. xx + 413pp., illus. ISBN: 978-
0253006042 (cloth). US$45.
Knight, D. (2014) Voyaging in strange seas:
the great revolution in science. Yale U. P.
344pp., illus. ISBN: 9780300173796 (hb).
£25, US$35.
Lewis, D. (2012) The feathery tribe: Robert
Ridgway and the modern study of Birds. Yale
U. P. xxi + 346pp., illus. ISBN: 978-
0300175523 (hb). US$45.
Lightner, J. (ed) (2014) Parry’s California
notebooks, 1849-51 with letters to John
Torrey. Charles Christopher Parry (1823-
1890). San Diego Flora.  vi, 170pp., illus.
ISBN: 978-0974998169 (hb). UD$24.95.
Lightner, J. (2014) San Diego native plants
in the 1830s.  The collections of Thomas
Coulter, Thomas Nuttal, and H.M.S . Sulphur
with George Barclay and Richard Hinds. San
Diego Flora.  ii + 54pp., illus. ISBN: 978-
0974998145 (hb). UD$9.95.
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Lipkovitz, E. S. (2014) Seized natural-
history collections and the redefinition of
scientific cosmopolitanism in the era of
the French Revolution.  British J. Hist.
Science 47: 15-41.
MacGregor, A. (2014) Patrons and
collectors: Contributors of zoological
subjects to the works of George Edwards
(1694–1773). J. Hist. Collections 26 (1): 35-
44. doi: 10.1093/jhc/fht023. First
published online: September 12, 2013.
[Through his lavishly illustrated and
eminently accessible Natural History of
Uncommon Birds (1743–51) and
Gleanings of Natural History (1758–64),
George Edwards became one of the most
influential naturalists & illustrators of
mid-eighteenth-century England.]
Moore, G. (2014) The Robertson Museum
and Aquarium at Millport’s marine
station, Scotland: a century of
compromise. Pp. 62-67, in History of zoos
and aquariums: from royal gifts to
biodiversity conservation (Edited by G. McG
Reid and G. Moore). Chester: North of
England Zoological Society.
Murphy, K. S. (2014) To make Florida
answer to its name: John Ellis, Bernard
Romans and the Atlantic Science of
British West Florida.  British J. Hist. Science
47: 43-65.
Nelson, E. C. 2014 John Scouler (c1804-
1871), Scottish naturalist: a life, with two
voyages. Glasgow Natural History Society.
x + 142 pp., illust. ISBN: 978-0956529510.
£11.
Opitz, D. L. (2014) ‘The sceptre of her
pow’r: nymphs, nobility, and
nomenclature in early Victorian science.
British J. Hist. Science 47: 67-94. [Following
the wishes of its discoverer, Robert
Schomburgk, metropolitan naturalists
sought Queen Victoria’s pleasure in
naming the giant water-lily of British
Guiana after her, but the involvement of
multiple agents and obfuscation of their
actions resulted in two rival names.]

Orr, M. (2014) Fish with a different angle:
The Freshwater Fishes of Great Britain by
Mrs Sarah Bowdich (179-1856). Annals of
Science 71: 206-240.
Pagel, T. (2014) Der Zoologische Garten
Köln - 150 Jahre Tiergärtnerei, Zeitschrift
des Kölner Zoos 53: 183 - 216. [Generously
illustrated history of Germany’s second-
oldest zoo at its current location,
inaugurated 1860. Copies can be ordered
at www.koelnerzoo.de.]
Phillips, C. & Shane, N. (2014) John
Stuart, 3rd Earl of Bute, 1713-92:  Botanical
and horticultural interests and legacy. Luton
Hoo Estate. 83pp.  ISBN: 978-0992985103
(pb). £7.99. 
Pluchet, R. (2014) André Michaux 1782-
1785, L’extraordinaire voyage d’un botaniste
en Perse. Editions Privat. 240 pp. ISBN:
978-2708917774. £24.99, US$40, €18.50.
Podgorny, I. (2013) Fossil dealers, the
promotion of comparative anatomy and
British Diplomacy in Latin America,
1820-1840. British J. Hist. Science 46: 647-
674.
Prince, S. A. (2013) Of elephants and roses:
French natural history 1790-1830.
American Philosophical Society.  xxvi +
268pp. ISBN: 978-0871692672 (pb).
US$50. 
Pungetti, S., Oviedo, G. & Hooke, D.
(eds) (2012) Sacred species and sites:
advances in biocultural conservation. CUP.
xxvii +472pp., illus. ISBN: 978-
0521125758 (pb). US$64.
Quigley, A. et al. (2014) The Bee: A Natural
History. Ivy Press. 224pp. ISBN: 978-
1782401070 (hb). £19.99.
Redman, N. (2014) Whales’ bones of the
Nordic countries, central and eastern Europe.
Redman Publishing. xxv + 319pp, illus.
ISBN: 978-0954580054 (hb). £35. [Fifth
volume published to date of a series of
illustrated, annotated catalogues of
whale skeletons, skulls, jawbones and
other osteological material on display in
museums, churches, churchyards,
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temples and other publicly accessible
areas worldwide; cf.
www.whalebones.co.uk.].
Reid, G. McG.  & Moore, G. (eds) (2014)
The History of Zoos and Aquariums: From
Royal gifts to Biodiversity Conservation.
Chester Zoo - The North of England
Zoological Society. 158 pp. illus. ISBN:
978-1871271058 (pb); ISBN 978-1-
871271-06-5 (online). £20. 
Reid, G. McG.  & Moore, G. (2014)
Introduction - what is zoo history? pp. 6-
14, in History of zoos and aquariums: from
royal gifts to biodiversity conservation
(Edited by G. McG Reid and G. Moore).
Chester: North of England Zoological
Society.
Rushton, A. R. (2014) William Bateson
and the chromosome theory of heredity:
a reappraisal. British J. Hist. Science 47:
147-171.
Ritterbusch, C. (2011) H. S. Pepoon:
pioneer conservationist of northwest Illinois
(essays on ecology 1904-1933). Prairie
Works, Inc. viiii + 191 pp., illlus. ISBN:
978-0615431239 (pb). US$30. 
Rolfe, W. D. Ian (2013) Materia medica in
the seventeenth-century Paper Museum of
Cassiano dal Pozzo. In Duffin, C. J.,
Moody, R. T. J. & Gardner-Thorpe, C. (eds)
A History of Geology and Medicine.
Geological Society, London, Special
Publications 375:137-156. ISBN: 978-
1862393561 (hb). First published online
November 15, 2012 http:
//dx.doi.org/10.1144/SP375.3.
Rookmaaker, K. (2014) The birth of the
first Sumatran rhinoceros - London docks
1872. Der zoologische Garten (new series)
83: 1 - 16. [Story of the first Sumatran
rhinoceros born in captivity.]
Schmitt, M. (2013) From taxonomy to

phylogenetics: life and work of Willi
Hennig. Brill. xvi + 208pp. ISBN: 978-
9004219281 (hb). £82, €96.
Swann, M. (ed), Walton, I. & Cotton,
C. (2014) The compleat angler. OUP.
328pp., illlus. ISBN: 978-0199650743
(hb). £14.95, US$29.95. 
Wallace, A. R., Costa, J. T. (2013) On the
Organic Law of Change: a Facsimile Edition
and Annotated Transcription of Alfred
Russel Wallace’s Species Notebook of 1855-
1859. Harvard U. P.. 592pp. illus. ISBN:
978-0674724884 (hb). £36.95, US$49.95,
€44.95.
Walton, C. & Morris, A. (2013) “A
bibliometric study of taxonomic
botany”.  Journal of Documentation 69:
435 – 451.
Watson, D. (2013) The history of
botanical discoveries around Ben Lawers.
Forth Naturalist & Historian 36:117-128.
Whitenight, J. (2013) Under Glass:
A Victorian Obsession. Schiffer
Publishing, Ltd. 288 pp., illus. ISBN: 978-
0764344077 (hb). £68, US$90.
Williams, R. B. (2014) An annotated
catalogue of the botanical paintings of
Thomas Alan Stephenson FLS (1898-
1961). The Linnean 30(2): 37-46.
Williams, R. B. (2014) The plates in
William Henry Harvey’s A manual of the
British marine algae (1849): the
production process and identification of
their preparator, James Peterkin. Journal
of the Printing Historical Society (new
series), 21: 67-87.
Williams, R. B. (2014). The social
history of ornithology: inscriptions in
copies of Robert Dunn’s 1837
Ornithologist’s Guide. The Naturalist
(Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union) 139:
143-159.
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Ana Allnatt (Oxford, UK)

Beth Tobin ( Athens, Georgia, USA)

Raffaella Bruzzone (Nottingham, UK)

James Costa (Highlands, NC, USA)

Mario Cupello (Rio de Janeiro, Brazil)

Hein Van Grouw (Aylesbury, Bucks, UK)

Kozi Hayasi (Chiba, Japan)

Ronald A. Javitch (Montreal, Canada)

Timothy  Knight (Hatfield Peverel, Essex, UK)

Raymond Lampert (Aukland, New Zealand)

Robert MacNaughton (Calgary, Canada)

Diana E. Marsh (Reston, VA, USA)

Neil Morley (Egham, Surrey, UK)

Malcolm Peaker (Alloway, Ayr, Scotland)

Aasheesh Pittie (Hyderabad, India)

Peter Riches (Clifton Hampden, Oxon, UK)

Matt Schofield  (Ludlow, Shrops, UK)

Belen Serrano-Anton (El Espinar, Segovia, Spain)

Katy Tee (London, UK)

Sergio Zagier (Buenos Aires, Argentina)

SHNH new members 2014 (as of October 2014)
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Become a member of SHNH
Patron

Sir David Attenborough OM CH FRS
“Anyone who loves the history of natural history will find a warm welcome, like I did.”

Professor Janet Browne, Harvard University

SHNH - The Society for the History of Natural History welcomes as members everyone
with an interest in the history of natural history, natural history collections,
exploration, art and bibliography, for all period and cultures.

The Society publishes an internationally respected journal Archives of natural history.
It is published for the Society by Edinburgh University Press, a highly respected,
independent voice.  Members have free online access to all issues of Archives published
since 1936.  

The Society also produces an informative newsletter which announces forthcoming
events, provides a forum for notes and queries, offers notice of new publications, and
much more.

We design meetings for wide audiences and provide time for discussion, social events
and ‘behind the scenes’ visits.  Recent venues include Oxford (2014), Exeter (2013),
Charleston, Washington and Richmond, USA (2013), London and Cambridge (2012).
We also co-sponsor special conferences.

Our international network of representatives connects the Society with local events and
provides regional contacts.  Their contact details are provided on our website.

How to join
SHNH has three categories of membership: Individual, Dual and Associate.
Subscriptions are managed by Edinburgh University Press.  Institutions and Libraries are
invited to enquire about print and online subscriptions from EUP.

• Individual: receives the printed copy of Archives and the Newsletter as well 
as free online access to all issues of Archives. UK: £32; ROW £37; 
North America US$67.

• Dual: for two people at the same address who receive one printed copy of 
Archives and the Newsletter as well as free online access to all issues of 
Archives. UK: £42; ROW £44; North America US$80.

• Associate: for full or part-time students (under 30) who receive free online 
access to all issues of Archives and the Newsletter. UK: £10; ROW £10.50; 
North America US$20.

To join the Society, please

• call the EUP Subscriptions Department on +44 (0)131 650 6207, or 
• email journals@eup.ed.ac.uk. We do not recommend sending credit card details 
by email.

www.shnh.org.uk

Become a Member of SHNH
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The Society for the History of Natural History is a friendly international society for
everyone who is interested in natural history in the broadest sense.  This includes
botany, zoology and geology as well as natural history collections, exploration, art
and bibliography. Everyone with an interest in these subjects – professional or
amateur – is welcome to join. 

The Society was founded in 1936 by a small group of scientists, librarians and
bibliographers centred on the British Museum (Natural History) in London. The
Society is still closely associated with the Museum, now the Natural History
Museum, which contains the national collections of natural history specimens and
has a strong tradition in the historical study of these collections.

Since its modest beginnings the Society has grown in membership and
international standing. It is known for its friendliness and provides a focal point for
the history of all aspects of natural history. The Society also has a thriving
international membership and representatives in North America, Europe, Asia and
the Antipodes organise local meetings. An International Meeting is held at regular
intervals, the most recent being in the Unites States in November, 2012.

The Society’s main publication is Archives of natural history, produced twice a year,
and distributed free to all members. It contains refereed, illustrated papers and
book reviews and is published for the Society by Edinburgh University Press. All
volumes published since 1936 are now available online. A more informal Newsletter
is published two or three times a year. 

For more information contact the Secretary, Society for the History of Natural
History, c/o the Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, London SW7 5BD, UK
or search on www.shnh.org.uk.

All subscription matters are handled for the Society by Edinburgh University Press.
For subscription enquiries, including payment methods, please contact the
Subscription Administrators at Edinburgh University Press.
E-mail: journals@eup.ed.ac.uk or telephone +44 (0)1316 506207.
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Editor: Elaine Shaughnessy
Email: webmaster@shnh.org.uk

COPY DATE
The copy date for the next Newsletter is 15 February 2015.
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Officers and Council of the Society 2014

Patron
Sir David Attenborough OM CH FRS

Officers

President: Professor HUGH TORRENS
Secretary: Mrs LYNDA BROOKS
Treasurer: Mr WILLIAM NOBLETT
Editor: Professor PETER DAVIS

Meetings Secretary: Ms GINA DOUGLAS

Council

Dr Peter Barnard*
Dr Helen Cowie#
Ms Jo Hatton+

Dr Sachiko Kusukawa+
Dr Arthur MacGregor+

Dr Pat Morris*
Ms Louise Tomsett#
Dr Leucha Veneer+
Dr Ray Williams+

* elected 2012  + elected 2013, # elected 2014

Associate Editors: Dr Juliet Clutton-Brock, Dr E. Charles Nelson &
Dr Peter Barnard

Associate Editor Book Reviews: Ms Felicity Roberts
Representatives’ Coordinator: Mrs Malgosia Nowak-Kemp

Membership Coordinator: Ms Miranda Lowe
Membership Initiatives:  Dr Isabelle Charmantier 

Newsletter Editor: Ms Elaine Shaughnessy
Website Coordinator: Ms Elaine Shaughnessy

Email addresses

books@shnh.org
donations@shnh.org.uk
editor@shnh.org.uk
meetings@shnh.org.uk
webmaster@shnh.org.uk

Representatives

Asia: Dr L. C. (Kees) Rookmaaker, Australasia: Ms Kathryn Medlock,
Central Europe: Prof. Mag.Christa. Riedl-Dorn, Ireland: vacant, 

Italy: Dr Carlo Violani, Japan: Professor Takeshi Watabe, 
North America: Ms Leslie Overstreet, Spain: Dr Margarita Hernández Laille




