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Francis Buchanan-Hamilton and his pioneering natural history
collecting in Nepal in 1802-3
Photos © Linnean Society of London
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a. Dendrobium densiflorum Lindl. A spectacular
epiphytic orchid collected from around
Swyambhunath.
b. Pleione praecox (Buch.-Ham. ex Sm.) D. Don.
A small epiphytic orchid found on moist
moss-covered rocks and trees in the mid-hill
forests of central and eastern Nepal.
c. Daphne papyracea Wall. ex Steud. A very
fragrant, early spring flowering shrub, found in
open forested areas of the mid-hills across all of
Nepal. One of the species famous for making
Nepalese Lokta paper, used for official documents.

d. Schima wallichii (DC.) Korth. A common
evergreen tree of warm temperate forests across
the Himalaya. The tree has many uses, including
wood for construction, bark is applied to cuts, and
flowers are used in 'marcha', a fermenting cake
from which a spirit is distilled.
e. Cymbidium longifolium D. Don.
An autumn-flowering pendulous epiphytic
orchid of Eastern Himalayan forests, on trees
and mossy rocks. Buchanan collected it on
11 November 1802.

Francis Buchanan-Hamilton images now online
http://www.linnean-online.org/view/buchanan_hamilton/buchanan_hamilton.html

First and Foremost
1. Message from the President
Well, that’s it! My last Council meeting is
now history. I can hardly believe it’s
been three years since I took over the
Presidency of the Society from Arthur
Lucas, having served a year under him as
Vice-President, but all good things come
to an end. I have hugely enjoyed
working on your behalf and am happy to
report that the Society is in good health
and bounding with energy. I feel entitled
to make a few valedictory comments.
Your Council has accomplished
much over that period: the entire back
numbers of Archives of natural history
have been digitized and are now
available on the web (along with three
of our Special Publications); we are
attracting an ever growing number of
‘followers’ (from a younger demographic than our traditional support
base) on Facebook and Twitter; we have
a healthy bank balance; and we have
just re-negotiated our contract with
Edinburgh University Press over the
publication of Archives.
So all-in-all
things are looking pretty good.
I take this opportunity to thank our
Patron, Sir David Attenborough, for
agreeing to lend his name to our new
initiative, the Patron’s Review, and to
thank our inaugural reviewer, Dr
Sachiko Kusukawa for her splendid
essay that shot to the top of our most
downloaded articles. We celebrated the
75th anniversary of the Society in good
style with a special edition of the
Newsletter and with the publication,
under Charles Nelson’s editorship, of
our well-received compilation of
Newsletter gems, History & Mystery.
Malgosia Nowak-Kemp has now fully
taken over the co-ordination of our
overseas representatives and is doing a
great job.
We welcome our new

representatives:
Professor
Francis
Thackeray (South Africa) and Jason
Easter (Gibraltar), who along with
our existing stalwart overseas representatives take the message of the
Society out to the wider world.
One thing that members won’t
know, however, is that Charles Nelson,
who has been our incomparable editor
of Archives for the past 13 years, decided
recently that he wished to relinquish
that responsibility. So, he will be
standing down at the AGM. I am sure
all of you will join with me in thanking
Charles profoundly for the meticulous
way in which he has served the Society
both on Council and as Editor and
extend our best wishes to him and to
his successor in that post (one that is so
vital to our reputation as a learned
society).
In order to ease the
changeover, Charles has agreed to
become an Associate Editor for a
transitional period and we can
announce too that Dr Peter Barnard
(who, before he retired, was at the
Natural History Museum) will also
become an Associate Editor.
I am pleased to announce Council’s
nomination for incoming Editor is Peter
Davis, Professor of Museology in the
International Centre for Cultural and
Heritage
Studies
at
Newcastle
University, UK. Peter is a long-standing
member of SHNH, has served on
Council and has acted as Meetings
1

2. From the Editor

Secretary and Book Reviews Editor.
For any society to remain vibrant,
however, it relies on its membership to
get involved. Can I leave post therefore
with a plea ringing in all your ears to do
whatever you can to support our
wonderful society: recruit your friends
to our ranks, provoke and contribute to
debates in our newsletter and journal,
come to our meetings, use all the
electronic resources available to you
now, and don’t be bashful about
volunteering to help in whatever way
you can. Remember our claim to be a
‘friendly’ learned Society is not an idle
boast. It’s been great fun being your
President; we have had some good
laughs around the Council table; long
may that continue. In order to mark
my departure from Council, I presented
the Society with a small earthenware
bell in the form of a penguin with
which to keep future meetings in order.
It forms, I feel, also a nice token both of
our Patron’s recent Frozen Planet series
in TV and a link to our forthcoming
Terra Nova / AGM meeting at which I
hope to see as many of you as possible
at the Scott Polar Research Institute in
Cambridge on 19 May, when I shall be
formally bowing out.
I have greatly enjoyed my three
years as your President and wish to
thank the Officers, Vice-Presidents,
Council members and Editorial
Committee for their enthusiastic
support and hard work over the three
years of my presidency. The Society,
hopefully, gives the impression of
swan-like serenity but members can be
assured that a lot of paddling goes on
beneath the surface to achieve that
poise. I send all concerned my best
wishes for the future, knowing that the
Society will be in good hands.
Geoff Moore
SHNH President

Spring is on its way and thoughts turn
to our Spring Meeting and AGM at the
Scott Polar Research Institute in
Cambridge.
If you have not yet
registered, the registration form can be
found at the back of the newsletter.
The speakers and programme have
been finalised for the Catesby meeting
in November and details are listed in
Item 12. Further updates will be
available from the website in April.
I recently visited Bill Noblett’s
exhibition on “Owls” in the Cambridge
University Library.
It had lovely
illustrative examples of owls from their
earliest known depiction in a cave
painting from about 30,000 years ago
through to modern day.
Many of us also attended the launch
of the Buchanan-Hamilton drawings
online at the Linnean Society of
London. Mark Watson has written an
article describing the project on
Buchanan and his pioneering natural
history collecting in Nepal in 1802-3.
SHNH members have featured in the
media in recent months including: John
van Wyhe and Kees Rookmaaker for
publication of their research on the
mail route of Wallace’s Ternate Essay;
Geoff Moore, whose paper on plankton
as a proposed food source in WWII was
picked up by the national media; and
Tim Birkhead, whose new book Bird
Sense has received outstanding reviews.
More information and links can be
found in Item 8.
I look forward to meeting up with
members at the AGM and hope you are
able to take advantage of the weekend
visiting some of the lovely places
Cambridge has to offer.
Warmest wishes to you all.

Elaine
Elaine Shaughnessy
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scholars in attending SHNH conferences
and meetings.

Society News & Announcements
3. William T. Stearn Student
Essay Prize

History & mystery:
Sequels & solutions 2
S1.2 Jack Goodall

We are inviting submissions for the
2012 William T. Stearn Student Essay
Prize, awarded to the best original,
unpublished essay in the field of history
of natural history. The competition is
open to undergraduate and postgraduate students in full or part-time
education. The closing date for receipt
of essays is 30 June 2012. For full details
and to download application form,
please visit the Society’s website under
‘Awards’.

David Evans has pointed out a slip in
the brief entry in the last newsletter.
Goodall was born in St Jean D’acre
Cottage, Bembridge, in the registration
subdistrict of Brading, Isle of Wight, not
St Helens. Mea culpa!
E. Charles Nelson
S2.1 Misprints: Best and worst:
History & mystery pp.150-1
Pat Morris has written
with some delightful
misprint examples. Pat
notes:
I have been
reading “History &
Mystery” (a present
from Father Christmas).
It has a brief section on
dire printing errors.
That seemed to me an excellent thing to
have in a newsletter…. My favourite is
from the excellent “Life of the Mole” by
Godfrey & Crowcroft (1960), top of
page 102 - “the females mate in
February and the males 10 to 15 days
later”. Apparently it should have read
“moult”.
Another good one is in a Rowland
Ward 1950s promotional booklet. I
have only ever seen one copy of this
booklet which states they are: “Naturists
by Appointment to H.M. the late King
George VI”, all the other copies claim
Ward’s to be “Naturalists to the King”.

4. The John Thackray Medal
All SHNH members of good standing
are invited to make nominations for the
John Thackray Medal. Instituted in
2000 to commemorate the life and work
of John Thackray, Past President of the
Society, this medal is awarded for an
outstanding contribution to the history
of natural history realised in the
preceding three years. Recipients may
be individuals, teams or institutions.
Nominations should be sent to
the Honorary Secretary, with an
accompanying letter. For full details
please see the SHNH website under
‘Awards’.
5. History & Mystery
History & Mystery is a delightful
collection of notes and queries from
past SHNH newsletters. The book is £15
(post paid) for the UK and £18 for the
rest of the world (ROW). Ordering
online is easy: go to the SHNH website
(www.shnh.org.uk) and click on the
DONATE by PayPal button.
Proceeds from the sale of this
volume will help replenish the Alwynne
Wheeler Bursary to support young
3

S2.2 Variant bindings of Van Voorst’s
Entomologist’s Annual for 1857:
History and Mystery, p. 143

design of the ornamental borders.” The
back covers of both bear identical
advertisements.
Inside, the only differences are on the
title-page, which has either “Original
Edition” or “People’s Shilling Edition”.
The letterpress of each issue is otherwise
identical, except that the “Original
Edition” has “1857. m” printed at the
bottom of the first leaf in each gathering,
whereas the “People’s Shilling Edition”
has “1857. c” in the same positions. The
“Library Edition” has “1857. x”.
Presumably those signatures were to
ensure that the correct sheets were
picked for the different casings, as the
paper qualities of the three issues are
different. The frontispiece of the
“Original Edition” and “Library Edition”
is hand-coloured; that of the “People’s
Shilling Edition” is uncoloured.
My copy of the “People’s Shilling
Edition” remains unique in my
experience to date. It is strange that it is
so rare, since it was intended to appeal to
those unable to afford the higher prices
of the other issues. Nevertheless, that it
was a commercial failure is indicated by
the fact that the issue of differently
priced versions was never again
attempted.
R. B. Williams

The Entomologist’s Annual was edited by
H. T. Stainton and published by John
Van Voorst from 1855 to 1874. All 20
volumes were issued in glossy, yellow
paper-covered boards, with black print.
However, in 1857 only, the edition
appeared thus, and also in two other
simultaneous issues. That cased in yellow
boards was called the “Original Edition”.
The second issue, the “Library Edition”,
is in green, horizontally fine-ribbed
moiré “snail trail” cloth. The third issue,
advertised as the “People’s Shilling
Edition” in wrappers, is extremely rare
and until recently I had not encountered
any example in academic libraries or in
commerce. In 1983, I requested help in
finding one (Newsletter no. 20: 5), but
received no response.
I at last obtained a copy in 2008. It
has thick, buff-coloured paper wrappers,
printed in black. The type is almost the
same as that on the “Original Edition”,
which has on the front board:
| THE | ENTOMOLOGIST’S ANNUAL |
FOR | MDCCCLVII. | WITH A
COLOURED PLATE. | [illustration of a
moth] | LONDON : | JOHN VAN
VOORST, PATERNOSTER ROW. | [8.5
mm rule] | MDCCCLVII. | Price]
[Half-a-Crown. |

6. Archives News
The following papers and short notes,
listed alphabetically by author, have
been formally accepted and will be
issued in Archives of natural history,
depending on the availability of space, in
print and online in October 2012.
S. ALBUQUERQUE: Watercolours of
orchids native to British Guiana at the
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, attributed
to Hannah Cassels im Thurn (1854
-1947).
J. D. ARCHIBALD: Darwin’s two competing phylogenetic trees: marsupials as

However, the front wrapper of the
“People’s Shilling Edition” reads:
| THE | ENTOMOLOGIST’S ANNUAL |
FOR | MDCCCLVII. | WITH A
FRONTISPIECE. | [illustration of a moth]
| LONDON : | JOHN VAN VOORST,
PATERNOSTER ROW. | [8.5 mm rule] |
MDCCCLVII. | Price] [One Shilling. |
The only other difference between
the covers of those two issues is in the
4

ancestors or sister taxa?
A. BENOCCI & G. MANGANELLI: Early
research on anatomy and mating of land
slugs and snails: Francesco Redi’s (1684)
Osservazioni.
J. M. CAMARASA & N.IBÁÑEZ: Joan
Salvador and James Petiver: the last years
(1715-1718)
of
their
scientific
correspondence.
M. DeARCE: The natural history review
(1854-1865).
H. FUNK: Towards bibliographical
accuracy: a clarification of some obscure
references in Linnaeus’s Musa cliffortiana
(1736).
N. P. HELLSTRÖM: Darwin and the Tree
of Life: the roots of the evolutionary tree.
A. R. KABAT: Richard Frederick Deckert
(1878-1971), Florida naturalist and
natural history artist.
P. G. MOORE: The supply of marine
biological
specimens
(principally
animals) for teaching and research in
Great Britain from the nineteenth
century until today.
A. PÉQUIGNOT: The rhinoceros of King
Louis XV (1770-1793) and its horns.
C. D. PRESTON & P. H. OSWALD: A copy
of John Ray’s Cambridge catalogue
(1660) presented by the author to Peter
Courthope.
R. B. WILLIAMS: The editions, issues,
states and dates of William Henry
Harvey’s A manual of the British algae.
E. Charles Nelson
Honorary Editor

Society Events News
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8. SHNH in the media
SHNH members have been featuring in
the media in recent months. Here are
some of the highlights.
8.1 The mail route of Wallace’s
Ternate Essay
Wyhe, J. Van, Rookmaaker, L.C., 2012. A
new theory to explain the receipt of
Wallace’s Ternate Essay by Darwin in
1858. Biological Journal of the Linnean
Society 105 (1): 249-252.
In early 1858 Alfred Russel Wallace
drafted an essay to explain evolution by
natural selection in the Moluccas and
mailed it to Charles Darwin. For many
years it was believed that the Ternate essay
left the island in March on the monthly
mail steamer and arrived at Down House
on 18 June 1858. Darwin immediately
wrote to Charles Lyell, as requested by
Wallace, forwarding the essay.
This sequence was cast in doubt after
the discovery of a letter written by
Wallace to Frederick Bates which left on
the March mail steamer with postmarks
showing its arrival in Leicester on 3 June
1858. Darwin has been accused of
keeping the essay secret for a fortnight
enabling him to revise elements of his
theory of evolution. This paper reveals
for the first time that Wallace in fact
must have sent the Ternate essay on the
mail steamer of April 1858. At that time,
the Moluccas were served by a monthly
mail (and limited passenger) service by
steamers operated by the company of
Cores de Vries, which followed an
anti-clockwise route from Surabaya to
Makassar, Timor, Banda, Ambon,
Ternate, Manado, Makassar and back to
Surabaya. There it connected to services
to Batavia and for mail destined to
Europe, on to Singapore.

7. Special Publications
The following SHNH special publications
are now available online at EUP at
http://www.euppublishing.com/loi/anh
History in the service of systematics (1981)
Contributions to the history of North
American natural history (1983)
From Linnaeus to Darwin: commentaries on
the history of biology and geology (1985).
5

details of my article (which magazine, I
know not).
That seemed to spark a feeding
frenzy among journalists and on 23
February 2012, articles on the subject
suddenly appeared in The Times, The
Telegraph, The Sun, The Mirror and the
Daily Mail as well as featuring in online
media news feeds.
Apparently,
although I never heard it myself,
mention was also made of this research
on the early-morning BBC Radio 4
Today programme that day. Somewhat
bemused by this sudden interest in my
work (never before have I had
journalists breathing down my neck
wanting details of my researches!), it
caused me to wonder what it was that
the world outside academia deemed as
newsworthy. I suspect that ‘quirky’ has
a lot to do with it.
It is exciting to witness such wide
attention being paid to what we, in
SHNH, have published.
Can I
encourage members, therefore, to
come-up with other contributions that
the outside world might consider
interesting: to raise our profile and,
hopefully, to enhance recruitment of
new members? I did make sure that the
Society for the History of Natural
History got consistently ‘plugged’
whenever I could.
Geoff Moore

We have traced the route of the mail
from Ternate and the United Kingdom
and ascertained dates of all the
intermediate stops and transfers:
Surabaya, Batavia, Singapore, Port de
Galle, Suez, Alexandria, Southampton
and London. There is an uninterrupted
series of connections which shows that
the letter should have been delivered at
Down House on 18 June – just as
Darwin claimed. Darwin is thus
vindicated from accusations of deceit.
Wallace’s Ternate essay and extracts
from Darwin’s manuscripts were read at
a meeting of the Linnean Society of
London on 1 July 1858, now
appreciated as a milestone in the
history of science.
John van Wyhe
Kees Rookmaaker
The paper can be downloaded free at:
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.111
1/j.1095-8312.2011.01808.x/pdf
8.2 Plankton story goes wild
P. G. Moore, 2011. The background to
the proposition that plankton be used
as food in the United Kingdom during
the Second World War. Archives of
natural history 38 (2): 287−299).
In last October’s Archives of natural
history I wrote-up an account of the
story behind Professor Alister Hardy’s
wartime
trials
concerning
the
possibility of exploiting marine
zooplankton
for
human
food
production in the west of Scotland
during the Second World War.
That story was picked-up by Scotland
on Sunday (and, I think also, by the
Scottish Daily Mail) in December 2011, if
somewhat inappropriately illustrated in
the case of the former with a picture of
phytoplankton. More recently, I was
contacted by a news agency in
Bournemouth, apparently one that had
been approached by a war magazine for

8.3 Bird Sense:What it’s like to be a bird
Tim Birkhead, Bird Sense: What it’s like
to be a bird (2012) Bloomsbury.
After decades of watching and studying
birds, Tim Birkhead began to realise that
there was much more going on in a
bird’s brain than they are given credit
for. His aim in writing Bird Sense is to
rectify our understanding of birds and
to change the way we think about
them. Published in February 2012, it
has received rave reviews including
6

from: Simon Barnes (The Times, 28 Jan);
Christopher Hart (Sunday Times, 5 Feb);
Peter Parker (Sunday Telegraph 5 Feb);
Jamie Condliffe (New Scientist 18
February); and Dominic Couzens (BBC
Wildlife March).
Wanstead Birder blog declared the
book: ‘totally captivating… indulgently
fascinating … I reckon I learnt
something
about
every
three
sentences….’
Dave K on Amazon UK noted that:
‘There is something on almost every
page that even the most experienced
amateur birdwatcher will not know or
about which they will gain a greater
understanding. It is so interesting that it
is difficult to put down – a great page
turner! The great strength of this book is
that Tim explains things simply and
clearly; he has made scientific
knowledge available to all – a great gift!’
Mark – View from the Bike shed blog
says: …It’s a mind bending account of
the ways in which birds perceive the
world; a description of their recently
discovered ‘super powers’ that’s had me
reeling off examples to friends and
family for weeks.’
[Eds note: for more information see
Item 28; and http://bird-sense.com/]

polar attempt, the
expedition carried
out a comprehensive
scientific programme
the Terra Nova was
fully fitted out for
scientific research in
polar regions. The
scientific crew included meteorologists,
hydrologists, zoolHerbert Ponting,
ogists, glacialogists, Terra Nova
biologists and geologists. To register, please return the
registration form at the back of the
newsletter to Gina Douglas, Meetings
Secretary.
Outline Programme
10.00 – 10.30 Registration and coffee
10.30 – 10.35 welcome,
announcements
10.35 - 11.05 Prof. David Walton
Antarctic science - a centennial
perspective
11.05 - 11.15 discussion, questions
11.15 - 11.45 Howard Falcon-Lang The
fossil forests of Antarctica: historical
discoveries and new research
11.45 - 11.55 discussion, questions
11.55 - 12.25 Douglas Russell (NHM)
Dr. George Murray Levick
(1876-1956): unpublished notes on
the Sexual Habits of the Adélie
Penguin
12.25 - 12.35 discussion, questions
12.35 - 13.45 Break for lunch and
viewing of exhibition
13.45 - 14.15 SHNH AGM
14.15 - 14.45 Speaker 4 (to be
confirmed)
14.45 - 14.55 discussion, questions
14.55 - 15.25 Speaker 5 (to be
confirmed)
15.25 - 15.35 discussion, conclusions,
general discussion
15.35 - 16.00 tea and close

ForthcomingSociety
SocietyEvents
Events
Forthcoming
9. The natural history of the Terra
Nova expedition
SHNH Spring Meeting and AGM
Scott Polar Research Institute,
Cambridge
Saturday 19th May 2012
The Terra Nova Expedition (1910-12),
officially
the
British
Antarctic
Expedition 1910, was led by Robert
Falcon Scott (1868-1912) with the aim
of being the first to reach the South
Pole, a tragic journey that ended on
29th March, 1912. In addition to the
7

Catesby - Influences and Sources
Dr Karen Reeds, Mark Catesby and his
Botanical Forerunners
Diana & Michael Preston, William
Dampier
Florence F. J. M. Pieters & Dr. Kay
Etheridge, Maria Sibylla Merian
Catesby’s World
Dr Janet Browne, England
Dr Sarah Meacham, Virginia
Dr Suzanne Linder Hurley, Carolina
Dr Robert Robertson, The Bahamas
Catesby’s Book
Henrietta McBurney Ryan, Catesby’s
Drawings
Leslie K. Overstreet, “The Natural
History”
Dr Amy Meyers, Catesby’s Etchings
Catesby’s Science
Dr Shepard Krech III, Ornithology (incl.
bird migration)
Dr Steven A. Harris, Botany
Dr Aaron Bauer, Zoology (other than
ornithology)
Dr W. Hardy Eshbaugh, Catesby’s
economic and ethnobotany
Dr James L. Reveal, Catesby The Explorer
Catesby’s Impact
Dr Charlie Jarvis, Linnaeus and the
relevance of his use of Catesby’s botany
Dr Kraig Adler, Linnaeus and his use of
Catesby’s zoology
Judith Magee, The Naturalists who
came after Catesby
Joel T. Fry, The Bartram-Catesby
Connection
Mark Laird, Catesby and 18th Century
Gardening

10. Joint Meeting
The remarkable nature of
Edward Lear
Linnean Society, London
Thursday 27th September, 6.00pm.
An illustrated lecture on the natural
history paintings of one of England’s
most accomplished artists by Robert
McCracken Peck, Senior Fellow of the
Academy of Natural Sciences of
Philadelphia and curator of “The
Natural History Paintings of Edward
Lear,” Houghton Library, Harvard
University.
11. Joint Meeting
Mark Catesby’s third centennial
in America - celebrating his impact
on our world
Richmond, Virginia; Washington DC;
and Charleston, South Carolina, USA
4-9 November, 2012
This celebration is being organized by
the Catesby Commemorative Trust
with SHNH as a co-sponsor. Others
involved include the Smithsonian
Institution Libraries, US Botanic
Garden, Wilton House Museum in
Richmond, College of Charleston,
Gibbes Museum, Charleston Library
Society, Middleton Place Foundation
and the Preservation Society of
Charleston.
The program includes a broad array
of speakers on diverse subjects with a
connection to Mark Catesby as well as
related art exhibits, colonial-era garden
tours, and expeditions into areas of
South Carolina little changed since
Catesby was there. The complete list
of speakers is:
Sir Gillean Prance, FRS, PPLS, VMH,
Director Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew
1988-1999, Scientific Director of the
Eden Project, Keynote Speaker
Cynthia P. Neal, Producer/Director of
“The Curious Mister Catesby” documentary

The Catesby Commemorative Trust is
rebuilding its website and around the
end of April www.catesbytrust.org will
contain complete information about
the program, including a ticket ordering
facility and the information on special
rate accommodations.
David J. Elliott
8

Other Events

state. Additional watercolors by artists
Lyn Hayden and Andrey Avinoff
(1884–1949) also underscore the
exhibition’s
emphasis
on
the
importance of herbaria and their
contributions
toward
research,
education and conservation. Also
offered are several talks and tours
expanding upon different aspects of the
exhibition, culminating with Open
House 2012 on 24 and 25 June.
For more information see
http://huntbot.andrew.cmu.edu/HIBD/
Exhibitions/Exhibitions.shtml

Other Events

12. George Stubbs - die Schönheit der
Tiere [the beauty of animals]
Neue Pinakothek
Barer Straße 29
80799 München [Munich]
26 January-6 May 2012
An exhibition in Munich on George
Stubbs (1724-1806) features 35 representative and well-selected paintings
and 15 drawings of horses and other
equids, dogs and exotic animals, with
an emphasis on Stubbs’ contributions
to the development of natural history
and the reciprocity between science and
art. An informative catalogue is
available in the museum shop for €32,
in bookshops and at Amazon.de for
€39.95 (ISBN 978-3791351698); an
English-language edition is available in
the UK for £35 (ISBN 978-3791351704).
For more information see
www.pinakothek.de

14. The Academy at 200: The Nature
of Discovery
Academy of Natural Sciences of
Philadelphia (Drexel University)
Philadelphia, PA 19103, USA
24 March 2012-March 2013
The Academy celebrates its 200th
anniversary with a year of events,
special programs, public engagement
activities, and the exhibit, The Academy
at 200: The Nature of Discovery. Building
on the extraordinary collections and
two centuries of scientific exploration,
the exhibition celebrate the groundbreaking discoveries of the past and
present and provide a glimpse into our
future as one of the world’s greatest
natural history museums.
For more information see
http://ansp.org/visit/

13. Native Pennsylvania, A
Wildflower Walk
Hunt Institute for Botanical
Documentation
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA , USA
2 March-29 June 2012
Native wildflowers of Pennsylvania
feature in a collaborative exhibition
between the Hunt Institute and the
Botany department at Carnegie
Museum of Natural History. 36
wildflower watercolours by Richard
Crist (1909–1985) illustrate the
simplicity and beauty of the native
species. Coupled with Carnegie’s
herbarium specimens, these pieces
combine to create a visual wildflower
walk through Pennsylvania’s blooming
seasons with a focus on endangered,
rare and threatened species within the

15. Natural History of Edward Lear
Houghton Library, Harvard
University
Cambridge, MA 02138, USA
2 April -18 August 2012
Although he is best remembered today as
a whimsical nonsense poet, adventurous
traveller, and painter of luminous
landscapes, Edward Lear is revered in
scientific circles as one of the greatest
natural history painters of all time.
9

(1639-1712), Royal Physician and the
first arachnologist and conchologist.
The meeting will not only address
Lister’s work but will consider to what
extent practices and technologies of
natural history changed between the
Renaissance and the 17th Century. We
will also explore how acquisition of
natural history knowledge and new
schemes
of
taxonomy
affected
perception and treatment of animals for
medical and experimental use.
The conference is organised by Dr
Anna Marie Roos and sponsored by
Cultures of Knowledge, University of
Oxford, and the Mellon Foundation;
The Fell Fund; The British Society for
the History of Science; the Royal
Society; and the Wellcome Trust.
The conference fee is £40 or £30
(concessions) and includes lunch and
refreshments. Register for this event is
online at:
http://royalsociety.org/events/2012/hist
ory-comes-to-life/
Please email Felicity Henderson
(felicity.henderson@royalsociety.org)
with any queries.

Watercolour study of a Red and Yellow Macaw
(now Scarlet Macaw) by Edward Lear in
preparation for plate #7 in Lear’s Illustration of
the Family of Psittacidae, or Parrots (London,
1832). Courtesy Houghton Library, Harvard
University.

During his brief immersion in the world
of science, he created a body of work
that continues to inform, delight, and
astonish us with its remarkable blend of
scientific rigor and artistic finesse.
Thanks to the generosity of two
discerning Harvard benefactors, Philip
Hofer and William B. Osgood Field, the
Houghton Library holds the largest and
most complete collection of Edward
Lear’s original paintings in the world.
Among the thousands of items in this
collection are some two hundred
sketches, studies, and finished paintings
devoted to natural history. This
exhibition,
commemorating
the
bicentennial of Lear’s birth, is the first
devoted to this important aspect of his
career. The exhibition is being curated
by Robert McCracken Peck, Senior
Fellow at the Academy of Natural
Sciences of Philadelphia (Drexel
University).

17. Indian Ornithology, British
Botany and Allan Octavian Hume
(1829-1912):
the Scientific Legacy of a Founder of
the Indian National Congress
Flett Lecture Theatre
Natural History Museum, London
23 October 2012
2012 is the centenary of the death of
Allan Octavian Hume (1829-1912) –
Indian ornithologist extraordinaire,
enlightened administrator in the Indian
Civil Service, early leading light of the
Indian National Congress and founder
of the South London Botanical Institute
(SLBI) – but a man strangely little
known and appreciated today.
The Natural History Museum (NHM)

16. History Comes to Life:
Seventeenth-Century Natural
History, Medicine and the ‘New
Science’
Royal Society, London
27 April 2012
The conference commemorates the
300th anniversary of Martin Lister
10

(1951) Amphipoda-Gammaridea of the
seas of the USSR and adjoining waters [in
Russian] Keys to the Fauna of the USSR,
Zool. Inst. Acad. Sci. USSR, no. 41,
1029pp. It never cropped-up in
catalogues of second-hand books. I wrote
to the Soviet Academy of Sciences and
the Russian Embassy seeking advice as to
how to obtain a copy, all to no avail.
Years passed and I had given up on
the idea. Then one day the Marine
Station received a letter from a Russian
laboratory requesting any spare copies
of scientific works we might have. We
had quite a number of unwanted
duplicates (reprints, books) at the time,
so I parcelled up a box full of such stuff
and sent it to them but I included
another plea in the covering letter for
any help they might give me in tracking
down a copy of Gurjanova’s elusive
tome (and then promptly forgot about
it). Months later a rather tatty parcel
arrived done up in the Russian
equivalent of sugar paper and held
together with string that revealed the
sought-after monograph.
My delight was tempered only by
noticing that the endpaper had clearly
had the signature of a previous owner
excised with scissors. I did pause to
wonder whether the Director of the
laboratory receiving our box full of
goodies had then gone around the staff
and commandeered someone’s copy of
Gurjanova to send to me! I cannot read
Russian but fortunately the Latin names
and figures are universal. On the
occasions when I needed to understand
the text, a mighty effort was needed
with a dictionary but I shall always be
grateful for the anonymous donor, who
may or may not have approved the gift.

and the SLBI, supported by the Linnean
Society of London and the British
Ornithologists’ Club (BOC), are
planning a one-day conference focusing
on Hume’s scientific achievements and
legacy, but set in the context of his
wider life and initiatives in Indian
administration and politics. Among the
9 speakers will be Prof. Edward Moulton
(University of Manitoba), doyen of
Hume studies and co-editor of the
projected multi-volume Selected Writings
of Allan Octavian Hume (OUP).
Programme and booking details will
be announced on the websites of the
NHM, SLBI, Linnean Society, BOC and
SHNH. There will also be behindthe-scenes tours of the SLBI (Monday,
22 October) and the bird research
collections of the NHM at Tring
(Wednesday, 24 October) to view
aspects of the botanical and ornithological legacy of Hume.
Robert Prys-Jones, Natural History
Museum: r.prys-jones@nhm.ac.uk
Honor Gay, Natural History Museum:
h.gay@nhm.ac.uk
Roy Vickery, South London Botanical
Institute: vickery330@btinternet.com

GoodRead
Read
AAGood
18. Geoff Moore talks about how he
obtained a copy of an elusive
Russian work
Tim Birkhead’s reminiscence about his
eighteenth-century ornithological book
find prompted a memory from my own
background.
When I was deeply
immersed in the taxonomy of amphipod
crustaceans, I was at pains to try to
acquire all the important monographs
on that taxon. For years I tried and failed
to get my hands on a copy of the big
Russian monograph by Gurjanova, E. F.
11

Indian artist from Calcutta who prepared
exquisite watercolour drawings of
selected species, but unfortunately no
record of the artist’s name has yet been
found.
Buchanan documented well over
1,000 plants and animals, and also
prepared meticulous notes on a diverse
range of subjects including legal and
religious systems, social science,
linguistics, Nepalese history, genealogy,
anthropology, geography, geology,
agriculture, and economy.
Returning to Calcutta in 1803,
Buchanan
began
studying
his
collections. He had to return to England
in 1805, having barely reached a third of
the way through. As time there was
short, he left his collections with two
botanical friends for them to complete
the work through to publication.
However, although David Don later
described over 400 new plants based on
the collections in his Prodromus Florae
Nepalensis (1825), the majority of
Buchanan’s discoveries languished
unstudied in these private collections.
Buchanan himself was unable to use
them when preparing his Account of the
Kingdom of Nepal (1819) during
retirement in Scotland. This remarkable
book is often used as a primary source of
historical data by scholars in many
subjects, but the botanical information is
minimal, mostly based on a few
specimens from east Nepal gathered by
Buchanan’s collectors whilst he was
stationed near the border during his
Bengal Survey.
In 1818 Buchanan changed his name
to Hamilton in order to inherit his
mother’s family estate, and so the author
of this and his later books is given as
Francis Hamilton. Nowadays he is
usually known as Francis BuchananHamilton, or even Francis HamiltonBuchanan.

News & Information
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19. America’s Other Audubon

Joy Kiser’s book America’s Other Audubon
about Genevieve Jones, her family, and
the making of an extraordinary
nineteenth-century publication, Illustrations of the Nests and Eggs of Birds of
Ohio (see SHNH NL 102:19), will be
launched with an illustrated talk and
book-signing at 5:30pm on Wednesday,
May 9, at the Smithsonian’s National
Museum of Natural History (10th &
Constitution Ave. NW, Washington
DC). Leslie Overstreet, our North
American Representative, notes that the
images of all 68 plates in the book were
scanned from a copy at the Smithsonian Institution Libraries.
20. Francis Buchanan-Hamilton and
his pioneering natural history
collecting in Nepal in 1802-1803
Dr Francis Buchanan-Hamilton should
be recognised as the Father of Nepalese
Botany as the plant collections he made
were the first from Nepal and have been
used to name hundreds of new species.
He spent a year in the Kathmandu valley
in 1802-3, as surgeon on the British
political mission to the Court of Nepal
led by the Resident, Capt. William Knox.
Buchanan was one of the Honourable
East India Company’s most accomplished surgeon-naturalists, and as Nepal
was then terra incognita to the scientific
world, the chance to visit was a golden
opportunity. Buchanan made excellent
use of his time there and avidly studied
and recorded the plants he encountered
in the beautiful ‘Valley of Nepal’. He
relied on his Indian Brahmin assistant,
Babu Ramajai Bhattacharji, to liaise with
the local people and accurately record
the common names they used.
Buchanan also brought with him an
12

Buchanan-Hamilton’s Drawings
Online
http://www.linnean-online.org/view/bu
chanan_hamilton/buchanan_hamilton.
html
Podcast from Mark Watson’s lecture
on the 19th January 2012
http://www.linnean.org/fileadmin/Podc
asts/Buchanan-Hamilton.mp3

Today Buchanan’s Nepalese plant
material and handwritten records are
mainly at the Linnean Society of
London. Research reveals that a large
proportion of his remarkable discoveries
are still unpublished. The magnificent
coloured drawings of 114 plants lay in
much the same condition as when given
to his university friend Sir J. E. Smith
over 200 years ago. When added to the
unfinished Flora Nepalensis manuscript
with over 300 species entries, 459 species
pages of unincorporated descriptions
and 1,124 species index cards, they form
an amazing first record of plants from
Nepal. The records also contain
information on plant use and local plant
names in Nepali, Newari and Hindi
languages. These represent the first
written study focussing on local plant
names, some of which are still in regular
use today.
Francis Buchanan-Hamilton studied
botany with Prof. John Hope at the Royal
Botanic Garden Edinburgh (RBGE) in the
early 1780s as part of his medical degree
at the University of Edinburgh. RBGE
continues this 210 year link with Nepal
by collaborating with Nepalese botanists
to write a comprehensive Flora of Nepal the first of 10 volumes was published in
September 2011. Archival research is
revealing the true worth of his
collections and now, through digitisation and interpretation, they will finally
become more widely available and
studied. The first stage has now been
finished and images of the drawings are
now freely available. With further
resources it is hoped to complete the
digitisation, interpretation and linking
of various elements of BuchananHamilton’s Nepalese material, some of
which are dispersed in other collections
in the UK.
Mark F. Watson
Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh

21. Joseph Dalton Hooker
online issue
One of the most influential botanists
and scientists of the 19th Century,
Joseph Dalton Hooker was Director of
Kew for more than 20 years and
President of the Royal Society from
1873-78. The Linnean Society and its
publisher
Wiley-Blackwell
have
produced a special online issue of its
botanical journal to mark the centenary
anniversary of Hooker’s death in 2011.
The publication includes five of
Hooker’s
significant
publications
published by the Linnean Society
together with a collection of 10 papers
by other authors, published in the
Society’s journals from 1898 to 2009,
which reflect the ongoing importance
of Hooker’s contribution to botany.
Articles cover the flora of the Galapagos
Islands, the Arctic, British India, and the
Falkland Islands. Available online at:
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/
10.1111/(ISSN)1095-8339/homepage/jo
seph_dalton_hooker_virtual_issue.htm
22. Offer of journals
Journal of the Society for the Bibliography
of Natural History, Archives of natural
history and SBNH/SHNH newsletters
I have a complete run of the
Society’s Journal/Archives from Vol. 5
(Sept. 1968) to Vol. 23 Part 2 (June
1996) for disposal. I also have a run of
the Newsletter from No. 1 (Feb. 1979) to
No. 56 (May 1996) but with a few issues
13

missing: 22 (c. May, 1984), 26 (c. Oct.
1985), 51 (1994), 52 (1995). Nos. 27-30
were included in Archives of Natural
History.
Any member interested is welcome
to contact John Swindells: a reasonable
offer would be appreciated.
Collectively they are heavy so I suggest
that if there is someone interested they
collect them.
J. Swindells
10 Vivian Road, Bow, London E3 5RF
E: john.swindells3@sky.com
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23. Request for information:
František Nábelek (1884-1965) and
his Iter Turcico-Persicum 1910-11
Many new species of flowering plants
were discovered by F. Nábelek during his
travels in Iran and Iraq in 1910 and 1911,
during which he visited remote areas
previously inaccessible to travellers. The
recently revived project at Kew to
complete the publication of the Flora of
Iraq has involved me in researching his
itinerary, in order to establish the type
localities of these new species with
greater precision. There is a problem in
matching modern place names to the
ones cited by Nábelek, due to the
upheavals which took place towards the
end of Ottoman rule in the region and
subsequent re-naming of settlements,
destruction of monasteries and similar
events.
Nábelek was a prolific correspondent,
and his letters sent home to his family
during the expedition have been
preserved in the Institute of Experimental
Biology and Ecology of the Slovak
Academy of Sciences in Bratislava, which
also houses his herbarium. My request is
for information on any correspondence
he may have undertaken with botanists
during the period up to 1929 when he
completed the publication of his account
of his Iter Turcico-Persicum in the journal
of the Masaryk University, Brno. This
may take the form of requests for
identification of plant material or more
general enquiries about previous
collections from the region.
John Edmondson
Hon. Research Associate
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew
E: a.books@mac.com

Bristol Naturalists’ Society library
seeks to get rid of some old volumes.
Any member interested in taking any of
the periodicals offered below should
contact Michael Heery. The volumes are
available free in return for meeting the
cost of postage/carriage. The first ones
available (there will be others), all in
reasonably good condition, are
Barrow Naturalists’ Field Club: 3 bound
vols covering 1876-90; 1893-1902 and 5
pamphlets 1939-56.
Chester Society of Natural Science: 6
bound vols 1877-1923.
Isle of Wight Natural History Society
Proceedings: 3 bound vols 1920-1945
and 19 pamphlets 1949-68.
Llandudno Field Club: 4 bound vols
1906-1947 and 4 pamphlets 1940-51.
Southport Society of Natural Science: 3
bound vols 1890-1924; 2 pamphlets.
Woolhope Naturalists (Herefordshire): 15
bound vols 1871-1913.
Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union: 4 bound
vols 1891-1906 ; c.20 pamphlets.
Michael Heery
65 Claremont Rd, Bishopston
Bristol, BS7 8DW
E: m.heery@btinternet.com
T: 0117 9423407
14

Geology today 1(4): 124-125, “financial
disputes and personal ill-feeling …
surrounded MacCulloch’s government
surveys.” The ill feeling towards him in
the west of Scotland emanated from his
derogatory comments about Hebridean
islanders and their farming methods
(Cumming 1977).
Quite to what extent this antipathy
towards MacCulloch extended came to
light, for me, when I read this comment
(p. 33) in Colin Cowley’s privately
published booklet (2006; Arran books,
works published before 1950): “Intelligent, yet also highly opinionated &
tactless, Guernsey-born Dr MacCulloch
became so unpopular in parts of
Scotland that his portrait was regularly
employed to decorate chamber pots.”
Subsequent delving revealed that
MacKinnon of Coirochatachan had
commissioned
these
items
of
Gillray-esque scurrilous close stool
commentary (see Cooper, D. (1973).
Road to the Isles: travellers in the Hebrides
1770-1914. London). Are any of these
receptacles still extant? Can anyone
supply a photograph?
Geoff Moore
E: pmoore@udcf.gla.ac.uk

24. Skokholm Archives Project
The
island
of
Skokholm,
off
Pembrokeshire, became the UK’s first
Bird Observatory in 1933 and was made
famous through the writings of Ronald
Lockley who leased it and lived there
before the Second World War. It is best
known for its populations of Manx
Shearwaters and Storm Petrels which
have been extensively studied, but is
also the site of a vast amount of research
into every aspect of its natural history.
The Friends of Skokholm and Skomer
are currently in the early stages of a
project to discover and in due course to
make more accessible all the archival
material relating to Skokholm. As well
as the wealth of scientific data we hope
to gather information about the
fascinating social history of the island
which was lived on and farmed long
before it became the haunt of
naturalists. If anyone has any relevant
information be it in the form of
photographs, diaries, or simply
anecdotes, please could you contact me
at carol.w.collins@talk21.com
or (0)1949 81798. Thank you.
Carol Collins (Mrs)
Secretary, Friends of Skokholm and
Skomer
25. Scotland in relief

26. Bartholomew Corbett
(1781-1866)

David Cumming has written extensively, including two papers in our
journals (1977 Journal of the Society for
the Bibliography of Natural History 8(3):
270-285, and 1981 Archives of natural
history 10(2): 255-271), on the geologist
John MacCulloch FRS (1773-1835), an
important figure in Scottish geological
mapping. The content of MacCulloch’s
important, if extravagently priced, book
entitled A description of the western isles
of Scotland (1819) was effected by his
“astringent personality” (Cumming
1977). Cumming (1985) stated in

I’m researching the life of Bartholomew
Corbett (1781-1866), who was a
Naturalist and Taxidermist in London
from 1810-1840, when he moved his
family to New York City. He was born in
Yorkshire, but I’m not sure whether he
plied his trade there on not. I have a lot
of information about him during his
time in London, and some from his
time in America, but I have been unable
to find out anything about his family or
his training. I’m hoping that you might
have some biographical material on
him or steer me to someone who does.
15

Audubon,
Robert
Peary,
Ernest
Hemingway, and James Bond are just a
few of the colourful associates profiled
in this lively narrative.
Naturalist and historian Robert
McCracken
Peck
and
historical
biographer Patricia Tyson Stroud take
readers behind the scenes, recounting
the signal moments and achievements
that shaped the Academy’s first two
hundred years—from its landmark
discoveries in North America and
around the world, through the
construction of its famed dioramas in
the 1930s, to the pioneering work of
Academy scientists in preventing water
pollution and encouraging conservation long before these were topics of
popular concern. The book is richly
illustrated with hundreds of archival
images and stunningly original works
by acclaimed photographer Rosamond
Purcell that cast specimens from the
collections in a new light.

My interest in him stems from the fact
that he was the father of Sergt. Boston
Corbett, the Union solider who shot
John Wilkes Booth, the assassin of
President Lincoln. I’m writing a
biography of Sergt. Corbett and plan on
devoting a chapter to his father. I would
welcome any information on him.
Steven G. Miller
Lake Villa, IL, USA
E: millerwms@aol.com
Publisher’
Announcements
Publishers’
Announcements
27. A Glorious Enterprise: The
Academy of Natural Sciences of
Philadelphia and the Making of
American Science

28. Bird Sense:
What it’s like to be a bird
Tim Birkhead
Bloomsbury, 2012
288 pp.
ISBN: 978-1408820131 (hb)
£16.99
What is it like to be a swift, flying at
over one hundred kilometres an hour?
Or a kiwi, plodding flightlessly among
the humid undergrowth in the pitch
dark of a New Zealand night? And what
is going on inside the head of a
nightingale as it sings, and how does its
brain improvise?
Bird Sense addresses questions like
these by describing the senses of birds
that enable them to interpret their
environment and to interact with each
other. Our affinity for birds is often said
to be the result of shared senses - vision
and hearing - but how exactly do their

Robert McCracken Peck & Patricia Tyson
Stroud
Photographs by Rosamond Purcell
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2012
464 pp., 269 col. illus.
ISBN: 978-0812243802 (cloth)
£49, US$75
Founded in 1812, the Academy of
Natural Sciences of Philadelphia stands
today as the oldest natural history
museum and research institution in the
Western hemisphere.
This first
complete history tells of the brilliant
and passionate men and women who
endeavoured to acquire and disseminate knowledge of the natural
world. Thomas Jefferson, John James
16

European repositories. The result of
these efforts was the discovery of
hundreds of pages of fresh documentation in 8 countries, written in 4
languages. All of this material, along
with letters from the hitherto unknown
Rafinesque family archives in Paris, is
the foundation of this narration of the
life of an early 19th-century naturalist
and philologist. Included in the book is
a CD, “The Correspondence of C. S.
Rafinesque.”

senses compare with our own? Bird
Sense is based on a conviction that we
have consistently underestimated what
goes on in a bird’s head. Our
understanding of bird behaviour is
simultaneously informed and constrained by the way we watch and study
them. By drawing attention to the way
these frameworks both facilitate and
inhibit discovery, it identifies ways we
can escape from them to seek new
horizons in bird behaviour. A lifetime
spent studying birds has provided Tim
Birkhead with a wealth of observation
and an understanding of birds and their
behaviour that is firmly grounded in
science.

30. ‘No five o’clock on our calendars’:
A history of hay time in the
North Pennines

29. The Life of C. S. Rafinesque,
A Man of Uncommon Zeal

The North Pennines is a stronghold for
what remains of the upland hay
meadows in the UK. In 2006 the North
Pennines AONB Partnership set out to
research the history of upland hay
meadow management in the North
Pennines. This beautifully illustrated
36-page book principally comprises
extracts from oral history interviews
with retired farmers
The book, priced £8.49 can be
ordered by writing to North Pennines
AONB Partnership, Weardale Business
Centre, The Old Co-op Building, 1
Martin Street, Stanhope, Bishop
Auckland, County Durham DL13 2UY.
Please enclose a cheque for the full
amount (includes P&P) made out to
‘Durham County Council’. Please
include address, phone number and
email in case contact is needed about
your order.

Charles Boewe
American Philosophical Society
2011, 498 pp.
ISBN: 978-1606189221
US$50 (pb)
Charles Boewe’s study of Constantine
Samuel Rafinesque (1783-1840) began
over 50 years ago. It was materially
advanced by exploring archival
resources in both Philadelphia and
Lexington during Boewe’s extended
residence in those cities where
Rafinesque himself lived. Later, when
based in South Asia, Boewe’s travels to
and from the United States enabled him
to seek out Rafinesque documents in
17

31 . Reading the Rocks

American Philosophical Society. 498
pp. ISBN: 978-1606189221 (pb) US$50.
Boylan, Patrick J. (2010) Exchanging
Ideas Dispassionately and without
Animosity. The Leicester Literary and
Philosophical Society 1835-2010.
Leicester Literary and Philosophical
Society. 120pp. ISBN: 978-0956540003
(pb) £15. [Includes chapters on the
Leicester Museum, founded by the
Society in 1841, Geology, and on
Natural History, by Anthony Fletcher].
Burnett, D. G. (2012) The sounding of
the whale: science and cetaceans in the
twentieth century. Chicago UP. 793 pp.,
ill. ISBN 978-0226081304 (hb) £29,
US$45. [By the author of Trying
Leviathan: the nineteenth-century New
York court case that put the whale on trial
and challenged the order of nature
(Princeton University Press: 2007).]
Chambers, Neil (ed.) (2011) The Indian
and Pacific Correspondence of Sir Joseph
Banks 1768-1820, Volume 3, Letters
1789-1792. Pickering & Chatto.
506 pp., ISBN: 978-1851968374 (hb)
£100, US$157, €120.
Chambers, Neil (ed.) (2011) The Indian
and Pacific Correspondence of Sir Joseph
Banks, 1768-1820. Volume 4, letters
1792-1798. Pickering & Chatto. 643
pp., ISBN: 978-1851968381 (hb) £100,
US$157, €120.
Clark, Rex & Lubrich, Oliver (eds)
(2012) Cosmos and Colonialism:
Alexander von Humboldt in Cultural
Criticism. Berghahn Books. 346 pp.
ISBN: 978-0857452665
(hb) [in press].
Clark, Rex & Lubrich, Oliver (eds)
(2012) Transatlantic Echoes: Alexander
von Humboldt in World Literature.
Berghahn Books. 364 pp. ISBN:
978-0857452658 (hb) £75, US$120 [in
press].
Deleuz, J. P. F. (2011) The annotated
memoirs of the life and botanical travels

Discover the remarkable story of the
North Pennine landscape in a new book
from the North Pennines AONB
Partnership. It explores the geology and
landscape of the North Pennines and
explains how the rocks reveal dramatic
evidence of a deep ocean and violent
volcanoes, colliding continents and
molten rock, tropical seas and lush
rainforests, hot water and minerals,
desert dunes and vast ice sheets. And in
the last few thousand years - just the
blink of an eye in geological terms North Pennine people have further
shaped the landscape with settlements,
mines, quarries and farms.
The book is priced at £9.80. To order,
please see Item 30.
New
New&&Recent
RecentPublications
Publications
Allen, D. E. (2011) Botanical hotspots
in Britain and Ireland: who revealed
them and when. New J. of Botany
1:58-61.
Barnard, Peter C. (2011) Royal
Entomological Society Book of British
Insects. Wiley-Blackwell 383 pp., col.
photos, tables. ISBN: 978-1444332568
(hb) £39.95, US$63, €48.
Bedens, Bo, Watkins, Michael &
Grayson, Michael (2011) The
Eponymous dictionary of Reptiles. John
Hopkins UP. 296 pp. ISBN:
978-1421401355 US$82.
Bels, Vincent et al. (2011) How
Vertebrates Moved Onto Land. Muséum
National d’Histoire Naturell. 200 pp.,
b/w photos, col. & b/w illus. ISBN:
9782856536674 (hb+CD set) £46,
US$73, €55.
Birkhead, Tim (2012) Bird Sense: What
it’s like to be a bird. Bloomsbury 288 pp.
ISBN: 978-1408820131 (hb) £16.99.
Boewe, Charles (2011) The Life of C. S.
Rafinesque, A Man of Uncommon Zeal.
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tables. ISBN: 978-0226305707 (pb)
US$39.
Griggs, Pat, & Endersby, Jim (2011)
Joseph Hooker: botanical trailblazer. Kew
Publishing. 64 pp. ISBN:
978-1842464694 (pb) £10.
Herbert, Eugenia (2011) Flora’s Empire,
British Gardens in India. Pennsylvania
UP. 382 pp., illustr. ISBN:
978-0812243260 £29.50.
Hicks, Robert D. (2011) Voyage to
Jamestown: practical navigation in the
Age of Discovery. United States Naval
Institute Press. 256pp. ISBN:
978-1591143765 (hb) US$29.95.
Hume, Julian P. & Walters. Michael
(2012) Extinct Birds. T. & AD Poyser.
544 pp., 80 b/w line drawings. ISBN:
978-1408157251 (hb) £50, US$79, €60.
Joyce, E. B. & McCann, D. A. (eds)
(2011) Burke & Wills: the Scientific
Legacy of the Victorian Exploring
Expedition. CSIRO Publishing. 368 pp.
ISBN: 978-0643103320 (hb)
£59.37.
Levine, George Lewis (2011) Darwin
the writer. OUP. 272 pp. ISBN:
978-0199608430 (hb) £19.99.
Lewis, Daniel (2012) The Feathery
Tribe: Robert Ridgway and the Modern
Study of Birds. Yale University Press. 368
pp., illus. ISBN: 978-0300175523 (hb)
US$45 [in press].
Livingstone, David N. & Withers,
Charles W. J. (eds) (2011) Geographies
of nineteenth-century science. Chicago
UP. 536pp. ISBN: 978-0226487267 (hb)
£35.50.
McCrory, Donald. (2010) Nature’s
interpreter: the life and times of Alexander
von Humboldt. Lutterworth Press. 242
pp. ISBN: 978-0718892319 (pb) £23.
Mabberley, D. J. (2011) A note on
some adulatory botanical plates
distributed by Sir Joseph Banks. Kew
Bull. 66: 475-477.
Mabberley, D. J. & Hopper, S. D.

of André Michaux, translated from the
French by Carl D.E. Köenig and John
Sims ... edited, with postscript by
Charlie Williams. Fevertree Press &
André Michaux International Society.
ISBN: 978–0971876330 (pb) US$11.95.
Dyke, Gareth & Kaiser, Gary (2011)
Living Dinosaurs: The evolutionary history
of modern birds. Wiley-Blackwell. 440
pp. ISBN: 978-0470656662 (hb) £55.
Ellis, Richard (2011) The Great Sperm
Whale, a natural history of the Ocean’s
most magnificent and mysterious creature.
Kansas UP. 432 pp., illustr. ISBN:
978-0700617722 US$48.
Fisher, Celia (2011) Golden age of
flowers: botanical illustration in the age of
discovery, 1600-1800. British Library.144
pp. ISBN: 978-0712358200 (hb) £20.
Fortey, Richard (2011) Survivors: The
Animals and Plants That Time Has Left
Behind. Harper Collins. 336 pp., 20 b/w
illus., 16 col. pl. ISBN: 978-0007209866
(hb) £24.99, US$39, €30.
Freeman, Carol (2010) Paper Tiger, a
visual history of the Thylacine. Brill. 287
pp., illustr. ISBN: 978-9040181656 €92.
Fries, Theodor Magnus (2011)
Linnaeus. Edited and translated by
Benjamin Daydon Jackson. CUP reissue
edn. 456 pp. ISBN: 978-1108037235
(pb) £22.99. [First published in 1923,
this English version of a Swedish
biography of Linnaeus includes
additional material supplied by the
translator.]
Froglia, Carlo (2011) Post-Linnean
studies on decapod crustaceans in Italy.
From Olivi (1792) to Caroli (1959).
Mus. Reg. Sci. Nat. Torino (IX
Colloquium Crustacea Mediterranea
Torino (Italy), September 2-6 2008), pp.
225-246.
Graham, Michael H., Parker, Joan &
Dayton, Paul K. (eds) (2011) Essential
naturalist: timeless readings in natural
history. Chicago UP. 552 pp. Drawings,
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divided his time between Ireland and
Lucca, co-founding the Italian
Entomological Society.]
Novotny, Vojtech (2011, repr)
Notebooks from New Guinea: Reflections
on life, nature, and science from the
depths of the rainforest. OUP. 272 pp.
ISBN: 978-0199609642 (pb) £9.99.
Owen, Jennifer (2010) Wildlife of a
Garden, a Thirty-year study. RHS. 361
pp. ISBN: 978-1907057120 £30.
Parnell, John & Curtis, Tom (2012)
Webb’s An Irish Flora (8th edn.). Cork
University Press. 504 pp., 118 col. &
b/w illus. ISBN: 978-1859184783 (hb)
£29.99, US$47, €36.
Peck, Robert McCracken & Stroud,
Patricia Tyson (2012) A Glorious
Enterprise: The Academy of Natural
Sciences of Philadelphia and the Making
of American Science. Photographs by
Rosamond Purcell. Pennsylvania UP.
464 pp., 269 colour illus. ISBN:
978-0812243802 (cloth) £49, US$75.
Prys-Jones, Oliver E. & Corbet, Sarah
A. (2011) Bumblebees: indispensable
guide to identification, ecology and study
of bumblebees. 3rd ed. Pelagic
Publishing. 138 pp., 4 col plates, b/w
illus, figs, tabs, dist maps. ISBN:
978-1907807060 (pb) £19.99, US$31,
€24.
Prince, Cathryn J. (2010) A professor, a
president, and a meteor: the birth of
American science. Prometheus Books.
254 pp. ISBN: 978-1616142247 (hb)
US$26.
Pont, Adrian C. (2011) The G. H.
Verrall story – a centennial
appreciation. Dipterists Digest 18: 107118. [Life (1848-1911) of a pioneer
dipterist and founder of the
eponymous suppers.]
Rappaport, Rhoda (2011) Studies on
eighteenth-century geology. Eds Kenneth
L. Taylor & Martin Farnham. Ashgate
Variorum. 366 pp. ISBN:

(2011) ‘The Queen of Botany’:
Charlotte and the royal gardens at Kew
in M. Gahrau (compiler), Festschrift
anlässlich des 250sten Jubiläums der
Krönung von Sophie Charlotte, Prinzessin
zu Mecklenburg-Strelitz zur Königin von
Großbritannien, Schwerin, pp. 47-53.
Mauskopf, Seymour & Schmaltz, Tad
(eds) (2012) Integrating history and
philosophy of science: problems and
prospects. Springer. 259 pp. ISBN:
978-9400717442 (hb) US$139.
Meyers, A. R. W. (2011) Knowing
nature: art and science in Philadelphia,
1740-1840. Yale UP. 417 pp, ill. ISBN:
978-0300111040 (hb) £45, US$65.
Milner, Richard (2012) Charles R.
Knight, the artist who saw through time.
Abrams. 180 pp., illustr. ISBN:
978-0810984790 £29.99.
Moore, [P.] G. (2012) Major Alexander
Martin and Lieutenant John Leavach:
nineteenth century military heroism
and Clyde marine natural history.
Ayrshire notes, no. 43: 31-34.
Morris, R. (2010) Alfred Russel
Wallace. Essex Naturalist 27: 37-51.
Morrison-Low, Alison D., Dupré,
Sven, Johnston, Stephen & Strano,
Giorgio (eds) (2012) From Earth-bound
to satellite: telescopes, skills and networks.
Brill, 268 pp., col illus. ISBN:
978-9004211506 (hb) US$136, € 99.
[The volume forms a part of the
celebrations marking the anniversary
of the invention of the telescope.
Drawn from various conferences held
by the Scientific Instrument
Commission of the International
Union of the History and Philosophy
of Science between 2007 and 2009.]
Nash, R. & O’Conner, J. P. (2011)
Notes on the Irish entomologist
Alexander Henry Haliday (1806-1870).
Bull. Irish. Biogeog. Soc., no. 35: 64-112.
[One of that century’s greatest
dipterists and hymenopterists, Haliday
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978-1409429593 (hb) £80. [Features
the papers that focus on aspects of
geology’s cultivation during the ‘long’
18th century, from the times of Hooke,
Leibniz, and Fontenelle to those of
Lavoisier, Werner, and Cuvier.]
Schumann, Frances & Stevenson,
Robin (2011) A Flora of King’s Lynn.
Norfolk & Norwich Naturalists’ Society,
128 pp., col. photos, distribution maps.
(pb) £9.50, US$15, €11.
Secord, Anne (2011) “Pressed into
service: specimens, space, and seeing in
botanical practice”, in David N.
Livingstone and Charles W. J. Withers,
eds, Geographies of Nineteenth-Century
Science. Chicago UP, pp. 283-310.
Secord, Anne (2011) “Coming to
attention: a commonwealth of
observers during the Napoleonic
Wars”, in Lorraine Daston and
Elizabeth Lunbeck, eds, Histories of
Scientific Observation. Chicago UP, pp.
421-44.
Secord, Anne (2007) “Hotbeds and
cool fruits: the unnatural cultivation of
the eighteenth-century cucumber”, in
Roberta Bivins and John Pickstone, eds,
Medicine, Madness and Social History:
Essays in Honour of Roy Porter. Palgrave
Macmillan, pp. 90-104.
Skabelund, A. H. (2012) Empire of dogs:
canines, Japan, and the making of the

modern imperial world. Cornell
University Press. 300 pp, ill. ISBN:
978-0801450259 (hb) US$39.95.
Taillemite, Etienne (2011) Bougainville.
Editions Perrin. 460 pp. ISBN:
978-2262022211 €25.
Tommaso, Lisa Di (2012) The Art of the
First Fleet. Natural History Museum.
112 pp., illus. ISBN: 978-0565092962
(pb) £12.99.
Walker, Gabrielle (2012) Antarctica:
An intimate portrait of the World’s most
mysterious Continent. Bloomsbury. 416
pp. £20.
Watson, Mark et al. (eds) (2011) Flora
of Nepal. Volume 3: Magnoliaceae to
Roseaceae. RBG Edinburgh. 512pp.
ISBN: 978-1906129781 (hb) £90.
Williams, R.B. (2012). A biographical
memoir of Richard Hamond - a unique
Norfolk naturalist. Transactions of the
Norfolk and Norwich Naturalists’ Society,
44 (part 1 for 2011): 13-34.
Wilson, D. M. & C. J. Wilson (2011)
Edward Wilson’s Antarctic notebooks.
Reardon. ISBN: 978-1874192510 (hb)
£39.95.
Wyhe, J. Van & Rookmaaker, L.C.
(2012) A new theory to explain the
receipt of Wallace’s Ternate Essay by
Darwin in 1858. Biological Journal of the
Linnean Society 105 (1): 249-252.

SHNH new members 2012 (as of March 2012)
Nancy Korber
Derek Lawther
Helene Lowenfels
Mark F. Watson
Matthew White

Jack Ashby
Alberto Ballerio
Michael James Delany
Pilar Laso Gimenez
Duncan Grossart
Ian Endersby
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Society for the History of Natural History
The Society for the History of Natural History is a friendly international society for
everyone who is interested in natural history in the broadest sense. This includes
botany, zoology and geology as well as natural history collections, exploration, art
and bibliography. Everyone with an interest in these subjects – professional or
amateur – is welcome to join.
The Society was founded in 1936 by a small group of scientists, librarians and
bibliographers centred on the British Museum (Natural History) in London. The
Society is still closely associated with the Museum, now the Natural History
Museum, which contains the national collections of natural history specimens and
has a strong tradition in the historical study of these collections.
Since its modest beginnings, the Society has grown in membership and
international standing. It is known for its friendliness and provides a focal point for
the history of all aspects of natural history. The Society also has a thriving
international membership and representatives in North and South America,
Europe, South Africa, Asia and the Antipodes organise local meetings. An
International Meeting is held at regular intervals, the next being in the Unites
States in November, 2012.
The Society’s main publication is Archives of natural history, produced twice a year,
and distributed free to all members. It contains refereed, illustrated papers and
book reviews and is published for the Society by Edinburgh University Press. All
volumes published since 1936 are now available online. A more informal Newsletter
is published three or four times a year.
For more information contact the Secretary, Society for the History of Natural
History, c/o the Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, London SW7 5BD, UK
or search on www.shnh.org.uk.
All subscription matters are handled for the Society by Edinburgh University Press.
For subscription enquiries, including payment methods, please contact the
Subscription Administrators at Edinburgh University Press.
E-mail: journals@eup.ed.ac.uk or telephone +44 (0)1316 506207.

Newsletter 103 April 2012
Editor: Elaine Shaughnessy
Email: webmaster@shnh.org.uk
COPY DATE
The copy date for the next Newsletter is 15 July 2012.
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The Natural History of the Terra Nova expedition
Spring Meeting and AGM Saturday 19 May 2012
The Spring Meeting and AGM of The Society for the History of Natural History
will be held at the Scott Polar Research Institute, University of Cambridge,
Lensfield Road, Cambridge CB2 1ER

Outline Programme: April 2012
10.00
10.30
10.35
11.05
11.15

– 10.30
- 10.35
- 11.05
- 11.15
- 11.45

11.45 - 11.55
11.55 - 12.25
12.25
12.35
13.45
14.15
14.45
14.55
15.25
15.35

-

12.35
13.45
14.15
14.45
14.55
15.25
15.35
16.00

Registration and coffee
welcome, announcements
Prof. David Walton Antarctic science - a centennial perspective
discussion, questions
Howard Falcon-Lang The fossil forests of Antarctica:
historical discoveries and new research
discussion, questions
Douglas Russell (NHM) Dr. George Murray Levick (1876-1956):
unpublished notes on the Sexual Habits of the Adélie Penguin
discussion, questions
Break for lunch and viewing of exhibition
SHNH AGM
Speaker 4 (to be confirmed)
discussion, questions
Speaker 5 (to be confirmed)
discussion, conclusions, general discussion
tea and close

Registration Form
Please complete and return this form, with payment (cheques payable to
The Society for the History of Natural History) to Ms Gina Douglas, Meetings Secretary,
23 Jeffreys Road, London SW4 6QU, UK.
Conference fee*
£25 members)
£
£15 student members
£
£35 non members)
£
*This includes tea, coffee breaks and a sandwich lunch*

It does not include the cost of a Conference Dinner on Saturday evening, for which information
will be sent to those expressing an interest in attending. A venue has yet to be confirmed but an
estimated price is not more than £20 per person (excluding drinks). I am/am not interested in
joining a Conference Dinner on the evening of Saturday 19 May
(delete as applicable)

Name(s) (Prof/Dr/Mr/Mrs/Miss/other)
Address
Post code
Contact Telephone Number
E-mail address
* Please indicate if you have special dietary requirements
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The Natural History of the Terra Nova expedition
Scott's Terra Nova expedition was a
remarkable scientific achievement. The
scientists studied Antarctic wildlife on
land and in the water. Expedition
members Edward Wilson, Henry Bowers
and Apsley Cherry-Garrard travelled in
the middle of the freezing Antarctic
winter to the emperor penguin colony at
Cape Crozier to collect eggs, believing
that the study of emperor penguin
embryos might shed light on the
evolutionary link between birds and
reptiles. They surveyed new terrains,
studied glaciology, geology and the
effects of atmospheric electricity. They
produced the longest unbroken record of
meteorological data for Antarctica,
which remains the baseline for modern
records today. The team brought back
specimens in crates, jars and bottles,
representing over 2,000 different species
of animals and plants, with more than
400 new to science.

SHNH Spring Meeting and AGM
Scott Polar Research Institute,
Cambridge
Saturday 19th May 2012
The Terra Nova Expedition (1910-12),
officially the British Antarctic Expedition
1910, was led by Robert Falcon Scott
(1868-1912) with the aim of being the
first to reach the South Pole, a tragic
journey that ended on 29th March, 1912.
In addition to the polar attempt, the
expedition carried out a comprehensive
scientific programme and the Terra Nova
was fully fitted out for scientific research
in polar regions. The scientific crew of
12 included meteorologists, hydrologists,
zoologists, glacialogists, biologists and
geologists, under control of Dr E. A.
Wilson, the Chief Scientist. Upon arrival
in Antarctica, Scott put out parties to the
north and to the west, while he set out,
fatefully, for the pole.
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Officers
Officers and
and Council
Council of
of the
the Society
Society 2011
2011
Patron
Sir David Attenborough OM CH FRS
Officers
President: Professor GEOFF MOORE
Vice-president: Professor HUGH TORRENS
Secretary: Ms LYNDA BROOKS
Treasurer: Mr W. NOBLETT
Meetings Secretary: Ms GINA DOUGLAS
Editor: Dr CHARLES NELSON
Council
Professor T. Birkhead FRS*
Dr Isabelle Charmantier+
Professor John Edgington+
Ms Miranda Lowe +
Mr Chris Mills#
Mrs Malgosia Nowak-Kemp*
Ms Elizabeth Platts#
Mr Julian Wilson+
* elected 2009 + elected 2010 # elected 2011

Associate Editor Book reviews: Isabelle Charmantier
Newsletter Editor: Elaine Shaughnessy
Membership Coordinator: Miranda Lowe
Representatives’ Coordinator: Malgosia Nowak-Kemp
Website Coordinator: Elaine Shaughnessy
Email addresses
donations@shnh.org.uk
editor@shnh.org.uk
info@shnh.org.uk
meetings@shnh.org.uk
webmaster@shnh.org.uk
Representatives
Asia: Dr L. C. (Kees) Rookmaaker, Australasia: Ms Kathryn Medlock,
Central Europe: Prof. Mag.Christa. Riedl-Dorn, Ireland: Dr Patrick Wyse-Jackson,
Gibraltar: Dr Jason Easter, Italy: Dr Carlo Violani, Japan: Professor Takeshi
Watabe, North America: Ms Leslie Overstreet, Scotland: Dr Jack. Gibson,
South Africa: Prof Francis Thackeray, South America: Vacant,
Spain: Dr Margarita Hernández Laille

Watercolour study of a Salmon-crested Cockatoo by Edward Lear used in preparation
for plate #2 in Lear’s Illustration of the Family of Psittacidae, or Parrots (London, 1832).
Courtesy Houghton Library, Harvard University

